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Introduction. 


In  the  year  1246  of  the  Mohammedan  era,  on  the  2oth  clay  of 
the  month  Shaaban,  being  the  22nd  of  October,  1810,  a  friend  of 
mine,  an  Englishman  whom  I  loved,  begged  me  to  tell  him  aboni 
my  ancestry  and  the  story  of  my  life,  and  asked  me  to  write  a  book 
in  the  Malay  language.  As  I  sat  thinking  about  the  request  of  my 
friend,  I  felt  troubled  about  all  this,  and  oppressed  in  spirit,  for  all 
the  circumstances  whidi  he  referred  to  were  things  of  the  past. 

Moreover  wdiiat  made  me  sad  in  my  own  heart  was  that  I  am 
an  ignorant  man,  with  very  little  command  of  language,  and  not 
skilled  in  the  art  of  composition.  And  then  again  I  am  occupied 
more  or  less  with  the  work  of  my  profession.  So  because  of  all 
these  things  I  felt  worried. 

Another  thing  which  made  me  dou])tfuJ  about  myself  was 
that,  from  what  I  see  and  hear,  with  few  exceptions,  most  people 
now  profess  to  be  clever,  'and  talk  excessively,  so  that  others  may 
think  they  are  wise,  but  it  is  mere  empty  talk,  and  when  anyone 
asks  them  to  do  some  work,  either  to  write  something,  or  to  ex- 
plain the  meaning  of  a  sentence,  they  are  found  to  be  empty,  be- 
cause all  their  talk  and  their  cleverness  is  not  the  result  of  their 
being  educated,  but  is  only  what  they  have  heard  along  the  journey 
of  life,  and  so  they  are  unable  to  make  either  head  or  tail  of  any- 
thing. And  most  stupid  people,  who  have  no  touch-stone  in  their 
hands  to  enable  tham  to  tell  the  false  from  the  true,  when  they 
hear  people  saying  one  thing  and  another,  act  like  a  drowsy  man 
who  has  a  pillow  put  under  his  head,  he  simply  goes  fast  asleep — 
that  is  to  say  he  accepts  what  they  say  without  testing  whether  it 
is  so  or  not.  For  instance,  if  sudh  a  one  saw  a  bambgo  growing, 
he  might  think,  "  This  is  a  fine  straight  pole  without  a  bend  in 
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it,  the  heart-wood  will  certaijily  be  hard."  But  if  he  were  a  wide- 
awake man  he  would  surely  first  split  it  open  and  look  inside,  and 
would  find  it  empty.  As  the  proverb  says,  "  It  is  the  jeweller  who 
knows  the  jewel."  Especially  ^at  the  present  time,  since  the  found- 
ing of  Singapore,  grasshoppers  liave  become  eagles,  and  bedlmgs 
are  tortoises,  and  earthworms  are  dragons.  Xow  all  these  wonders 
have  come  to  pass  through  the  influence  of  money.  For  though  a 
man  be  of  humble  rank  and  ignorant  as  well,  yet  as  long  as  he  has 
money  he  will  ])e  clever  and  held  in  high  esteem;  but  if  he  should 
be  really  clever  and  eminent,  but  have  no  money,  he  would  be  looked 
down  upon. 

N"ow  I  apply  all  these  examples  and  illustrations  to  my  own 
case ;  in  the  first  place,  I  am  in  a  humble  position ;  secondly,  I  am 
a  poor  man;  thirdly,  my  knowledge  and  education  are  deficient; 
aiKl  fourthly,  I  am  not  competent  to  write  a  book.  Apart  from 
(Jod  I  have  no  al:>ility  or  aptitude  for  the  task,  and  I  feel  at  all 
times  my  weakness  and  insuifioiency. 

After  1  had  been  thinking  thus,  suddenly  I  was  aroused,  as  if 
1  iiad  been  startled  out  of  my  sleep  by  someone  saying  to  me,  "  If 
you  are  humble,  ask  of  flini  who  is  g>lorious;  if  you  are  poor,  ask  of 
Him  who  is  rich;  and  if  you  lack  knowledge,  ask  of  God,  who  has 
promised  that  whoever  asks  shall  receive."  Now  if  such  is  the 
bounty  of  God,  by  the  grace  of  the  Most  High  I  will  ask  help  with 
all  my  heart  from  Him  who  has  spread  out  so  great  a  firmament 
without  a  i)i'()p,  in  order  that  the  desire  of  my  friend  may  be  ful- 
filled. And  tlunigl]  I  am  not  adequate  to  the  task,  I  shall  trust 
that  Ho  will  l)e  witli  me  wliile  writing  this  little  book. 
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Chapter  1. 
ABDULLAH'S  FOEEPATHEES. 

Now  listen,  my  friend !  I  am  about  to  write  a  story  of  my  life^ 
and  I  will  call  it  "The  Autobiography  of  Abdullah"  (Hikayat 
Abdullah).  Therein  I  shall  narrate  from  the  days  of  my  ancestors, 
up  to  the  time  when  my  mother  bare  me  in  the  town  of  Malacca 
(may  God  preserve  her  from  all  harm  and  danger),  and  further 
all  that  I  have  seen  and  heard  during  my  life,  both  in  Malacca  and 
in  Singapore,  even  up  to  the  date  when  the  book  is  finished,  will  be 
dealt  with  in  this  my  story.  In  all  of  this  I  am  quite  sure  that 
there  will  be  many  mistakes,  both  actual  errors  and  things  which  I 
have  forgotten,  mistakes  in  language  and  in  the  marratives,  gram- 
miatical  blunders  and  awkward  phrases.  Now  in  regard  to  all  these 
I  bow  my  head  in  the  presence  of  all  those  both  high  and  low  whO' 
Condescend  to  read  my  story,  and  who  find  such  mistakes.  With 
a  sincere  heart  and  a  glad  countenance  I  beg  pardon  for  all  my 
ignorance  ;  for  in  the  introduction  to  this  book  I  have  confessed  that 
I  am  far  from  having  any  reputation  for  being  clever,  and  I  am 
certainly  at  all  times  full  of  stupidity  and  errors. 

My  paternal  great-grandfather  was  an  Arab,  from  the  land  of 
Yemen,  of  the  tribe  of  Othman,  and  his  name  was  8heikh  Abdul 
Kadir ;  and  he  ivas  employed  as  a  teacher  of  religion  and  languages. 
He  came  from  Yemen  to  the  East,  and  sta3^ed  in  India,  at  the  city 
of  Xagur,  and  taught  people  there  for  some  time ;  and  meanwhile,, 
he  was  miarried.  As  the  result  of  this  marriage  he  had  four  sons : 
Mohammed  Ibrahim,  Mohammed  Desa,  Nm  Mohammed,  and  Zainu 
FAbidin.    After  the  birth  of  these  sons,  he  died  there. 

After  his  death,  his  sons  came  East  again  to  these  part  of  the 
world.  Mohanianed  Ibrahim  came  to  Malacca,  and  married  my 
paternal  grandmother,  Pri  Achi  by  name,  who  was  the  daughter  of 
Sheikh  Mira  Lebai.  My  father  was  born  to  them,  and  tbey  gave 
him  the  name  of  Sheikh  Abdul  Kadir,  after  his  grandfather. 
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The  other  three  sons  all  went  in  the  direction  of  Jslv3l  :  Moham- 
med Desa.  went  to  Amboina,  and  married  and  had  children  there; 
Xnr  Mohammed  went  to  Sadayn,  where  he  had  children  and  grand- 
children; and  Zainu  ^1-Abidin  went  to  Semarang,  and  remained 
there  with  his  family  until  his  death. 

Now  my  father  grew  up  in  Malacca.  When  he  had  completed 
the  reading  of  the  Koran,  he  was  taught  languages  and  arithmetic ; 
having  finished  his  education  in  these  things,  he  took  merchandise 
with  him  and  w^ent  to  trade  in  the  interior  of  Malacca  Territory. 
He  was  there  for  some  time,  engaged  part  of  the  time  in  business, 
and  part  of  the  time  in  teaching  the  people  up  country  the  ordin- 
ances of  the  Mohammedan  religion,  the  reading  of  the  Koran, 
prayers,  and  so  forth.  While  so  employed,  all  the  people  there 
loved  him,  and  persuaded  him  to  get  married;  and  they  made  him 
the  preacher  at  the  mosque  in  a  village  called  Lohok  Kepong.  He 
stayed  there  a  little  while,  and  then  they  moved  to  Sungei  Bharu; 
and  he  remained  there  as  preadher.  After  that  he  had  a  son, 
whom  he  named  Mohammed  Ali,  and  a  daughter  called  Sharif  ah. 

Now^  my  father  was  well  acquainted  with  the  Hindu  language, 
that  is  the  Tamil,  and  could  read  and  write  and  keep  accounts  in 
that  language ;  but  he  was  still  better  versed  in  the  Malay  language, 
as  regards  hand-writing,  and  composition,  and  writing  letters  to 
Malay  princes ;  it  was  in  all  these  ways  that  he  earned  his  living  at 
that  time.  Moreover  he  taught  an  English  gentleman,  named 
Mr.  Marsden,  the  Malay  language,  and  this  gentleman  gave  him  a 
letteir  to  show  that  ]ie  had  been  his  teacher.  I  found  this  letter  m 
my  father's  writing  case,  and  showed  it  to  the  Eev.  Mr.  Thomsen, 
for  at  that  time  I  could  not  speak  a  word  of  English,  much  less 
i'.ould  1  read  it.  When  Mr.  Thomsen  saw  the  letter,  he  said,  "  This 
letter  is  called  in  English  a  '  chara.cter,'  and  it  was  given  to  your 
father  by  Mr.  Marsden,  who  wrote  the  Malay-English  dictionary. 
Your  father  taught  him  for  a  year  and  eight  months  in  the  town 
of  Malacca.'^ 

After  Hiy  father  liad  lived  for  some  time  at  Sungei  Bharu,  all 
lii,^  l)i<)thers  and  sisters  in  Malacca  were  very  anxious  to  get  liim 
marrietl  in  Malacca.  Meanwhile  my  rat)h(M*  be(;anie  very  ill  at 
Siiiio-ri  lilijirn.  ami  hi>  hrotliefs  and  sisters  went,  from  Malacca  to 
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fetch  him,  and  brought  him  there.  So  he  divorced  his  wife  at 
Sungei  Bharu,  and  returned  to  Malacca.  Some  time  later  he  was 
married  to  my  mother  at  Malaooa,  whidh  was  in  the  year  l^JOO  A.H. 
Now  as  to  my  mother's  famil}^ — her  grandfather  was  a  Hindu  and 
lived  in  Kedah;  and  they  oame  to  M^alacca  and  became  Moslems^ 
and  my  mother  was  born  in  Malacca,  and  was  named  Salamah. 

At  that  time  my  faiiher  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Dutch 
harbour-master,  for  that  was  the  time  when  the  Dutch  were  in 
Mialacca.  My  father  was  then  just  like  a  rat  that  has  got  into  a 
rice  barn,  living  at  his  ease,  and  taking  no  account  of  his  expen- 
diture; with  calls  from  right  and  left.  The  dollars  ran  like  water 
when  you  wash  your  hands,  so  that  one  forgets  tliat  in  this  world 
things  are  liable  to  change. 

Now  my  mother  bore  my  eldest  brother,  but  he  died  when  he 
was  four  months  old.  Four  sons  older  than  myself  died  in  the 
same  way. 

Then  the  English  came  and  took  Malacca  away  from  the 
Dutch.  The  English  Eesident  who  came  was  Major  Cook,  and 
his  Engineer  officer  was  called  Mr.  Farquhar.  But  it  was  not  long 
before  Major  Cook,  went  away,  and  Mr.  Farquhar  succeeded  him  as 
Eesident  of  Malacca.  At  that  time  my  father  was  trading,  sailing 
between  Malacca  and  Siak  with  merchandise,  for  at  that  time  Siak 
was  a  populous  place  and  wealthy,  and  every  year  many  hundred- 
weights of  gold  came  from  there  to  Malacca.  Moreover  Malacca 
was  a  great  sea-port  and  had  a  fine  trade,  and  merchandise  was 
collected  there  from  all  directions,  the  town  of  Penang  not  having 
been  founded  at  that  time,  so  that  the  harbour  of  Malacca  was  full 
of  traders  of  every  race,  and  they  came  right  up  into  the  river. 
That  was  the  time  when  most  people  became  rich  in  Malacca. 

Then  after  a  short  time  my  father  began  to  work  for  Mr, 
Adrian  Koek,  who  was  the  assistant  Eesident  in  Malacca.  A  few 
days  later  he  appointed  my  father  as  Captain  of  a  very  large  vessel,, 
the  name  of  which  was  Layar  Seret,"  which  was  sailing  between 
MalaK3ca  and  Kedah,  for  Mr.  Koek  was  friendly  with  the  princes  in 
Kedah.  It  was  at  that  time  that  my  father  brought  an  elephant 
from  Kedah  to  Malacca,  as  a  present  from  Tengku  Aaud,  the  king 
of  Kedah,  to  Mr.  Koek ;  and  it  w^as  then  that  the  people  of  Malacca 
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saw  a  live  elep'liaiit  for  the  first  time.  It  was  also  my  fafner's 
business  to  go  as  an  envoy  to  various  Malay  kingdoms,  such  as 
Lingga,  Eiau,  Pahang,  Terangganu,  Kelantan,  Pelembang,  and  as 
far  as  Java  and  other  places,  being  sent  by  the  Piesident  of  Malacca 
and  the  assistant  Eesident.  In  that  way  my  father  became  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  priiices  in  the  countries  which  I  have  named. 

A  little  later  there  came  an  order  fram  Batavia,  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Govern/ment,  ordering  my  father  to  go  to  Kiau, 
Lingga,  Pahang,  Terangganu,  and  Kelantan,  to  search  for  books  in 
the  Malay  language,  and  to  be  an  envoy  to  the  Malay  princes,  and 
to  take  letters  from  Timmerman  Thyssen,  the  Eesident  of  Malacca ; 
and  the  assistant  Eesident  gave  him  five  hundred  dollars  to  take 
with  him  in  a  cruiser  sailing  under  the  Dutch  flag.  My  father 
wTnt  to  all  the  countries  which  I  have  mentioned.  In  some  places 
the  books  could  be  bought,  in  others  they  were  given  to  him  gratui- 
tously by  the  princes,  and  in  some  cases  my  father  paid  for  having 
the  books  copied;  thus  he  obtained  about  siaty  or  seventy  volumes 
with  various  names  and  on  various  subjects. 

When  he  ceased  the  work  of  going  as  an  envoy,  there  came 
further  orders  from  Biatavia  to  send  my  father  to  Eiau  as  a  tolk, 
that  is  to  say  an  interpreter  and  Malay  writer.  My  father  went 
to  Eiau,  and  was  there  until  the  time  when  Holland  was  at  war 
with  the  Bugis  and  the  Malays,  and  he  was  there  for  three  years 
until  the  war  was  over,  and  then  returned  to  Malacca. 

About  that  time  a  great  event  occurred,  for  by  the  decree  of 
Ood  which  He  brings  to  pass  upon  His  servants,  in  the  year 
12  31  of  the  Mohammedan  era,  my  mother  returned  to  the  mercy  of 
(rod.  Aft(!r  til  at,  l)y  the  will  of  the  Most  High,  also  in  the  year 
of  the  Moliaiinnedaii  era,  my  father  died  too,  leaving  this 
mortal  worhl  and  retiirniiig  to  the  land  which  is  eternal.  At  that 
tiiiK?  I  vvias  at  Siiiga|)()re  teaching  iJie  I^higlisli  merchants. 

Now  th(!  place  where  I  was  horn  was  tlie  town  of  Malacca, 
which  may  (hxl  preserve;  U'(m\  all  calamities  and  ()|)p('t\ssion  ;  anit 
at  thai  iini(!  I  he  l^lnglisli  wer(!  ruling  in  Malaeea..  Now  lla^  i^higlish 
roiiglii  twice  in  Malacca.  'I^Ik;  (ii\si  lime  is  said  lo  h^i\c  heeii  alxtiit 
iiiiudy  <n-  a  hundred  years  ago,  Ihai  is  al  lihe  lime  when  IJie  Duich 
wci'e   ruling   Iherc.     Suddenly   one   moiaring   Ihei'c;  appeai'ed  two 
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ships  and  a  cutter  sailing  otf  Malacca;  when  they  reached  the 
.anchorage  they  sailed  right  on,  nearly  up  to  the  shore,  and  when 
they  came  near  the  Dutch  ships  which  were  anchored  there,  they 
fired  at  them  several  times  with  cannon  balls;  then  they  turned 
their  shij^s  ai'ound,  pointing  out  to  sea,  and  sailed  away;  in  a  short 
time  they  had  disappeared.  All  the  Dutch  in  Malacca  and  the 
native  people  also  were  in  a  state  of  excitement;  and  then  they 
found  out  for  the  first  time  that  those  were  English  ships.  There 
■was  then  still  further  excitement,  and  watching  in  every  direction, 
for  fear  that  they  might  return.  Then  after  that  the  same  English 
ships  came  again,  and  took  the  town  of  Malacca,  without  any 
fighting  or  trouble,  on  account  of  the  treachery  of  Adrian  Koek, 
who  allowed  the  English  to  land  by  way  of  his  garden  at  Bandar 
Hilir,  for  he  had  conspired  v/ith  the  English. 
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Chapter  2. 

THE  BIRTH  OF  ABDULLAH. 

In  tlie  year  1211,  on  tlie  seventh  day  of  the  month  Safar. 
during  daylight  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  after  a  period  of  eight 
months,  the  English  took  Malacca  from  the  hands  oi  the  Dutch. 
The  name  of  the  English  Eesident  was  Major  Cook,  and  the  name 
of  his  Engineer  Officer  was  Earquliar. 

The  village  where  I  was  born  is  called  Ivampong  Pali,  the 
latter  being  a  Tamil  word  meaning  Mosque.^"  My  brothers,  born 
of  the  same  fatht^r  and  mother,  were  four  in  number,  all  of  them 
older  than  myself,  and  I  was  the  youngest  child.  ISTow  these- 
brothers  all  died  in  infancy,  one  died  when  he  was  six  months  old, 
one  was  a  year  old,  one  two  years,  and  one  three  years;  such  being 
the  case,  my  mother  was  like  a  crazy  woman  on  account  of  the 
death  of  her  children,  and  lived  in  a  constant  state  of  weeping  and 
sorrow. 

After  she  had  been  like  that  for  some  time,  there  came  to 
Malacca  an  Arab,  a  Sayid  named  Habib  Abdullah,  of  the  tribe  of 
Haddad.  He  was  a  man  of  God,  and  much  revered  in  Malacca: 
and  many  men  and  women  went  to  study  the  Mohammedan  religion 
under  his  teeching.  My  mother  was  one  who  did  mot  go,  for  she 
was  always  sitting  v/eeping,  thinking  about  her  children  who  had 
died.  N'ow  my  home  was  just  opposite  the  house  where  this  Arab- 
gentleonan  lived,  and  every  day  he  could  hear  my  mother  weeping  ; 
so  he  sent  for  my  father,  and  inquired  why  my  mother  sat  there' 
weeping.  My  father  told  him  alwut  his  ohildren.  haviui;-  all  died  : 
and  lie  i-c|)li('(l,  "  A'cry  well;  go  and  ivW  your  wife  not  1(»  ci-y,  for, 
if  (iod  will,  she  shall  be  given  a  son;  and  when  the  cliiM  is  l)orn,- 
call  liim  by  my  iiame."  My  f;ither  went  home  and  told  inv  imtthor 
all  ihat  the  Sayid  bad  said  ;  so  niy  nintlier  ceasod  I'roin  lier  wccpmg 
and  ii'T  grief. 
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Some  time  after  that,  ])y  the  decree  of  the  most  High  God,  who 
iH'iiigs  His  will  to  pass  on  his  servants,  I  was  conceived  by  my 
mother.  May  God  forgive  all  her  sins,  and  may  God  grant  her  a 
blessed  abode,  because  of  all  the  pain  and  suffering  which  my 
mother  endnred  while  she  bore  me — the  lack  of  food  and  the  loss 
•  of  sleep,  and  especially  at  the  time  when  I  was  born,  her  life  hang- 
ing by  a  thread,  between  life  and  death,  her  spirit  going  and  coming 
being  in  a  state  of  perturbation,  and  the  drops  of  perspiration 
running  from  her  like  pearls  from  their  setting;  and  many  a  time 
she  fainted,  and  then  returned  to  consciousness.  When  the  time 
was  accomplished,  on  the  date  mentioned  above,  I  was  born.  More- 
over she  had  great  trouble  in  rearing  me  from  my  infancy;  if  for 
instance  anything  should  touch  my  foot,  it  was  the  same  to  her  as 
if  it  were  her  own  eye,  such  is  the  love  of  a  mother  for  her  child. 
If  I  should  live  to  be  a  hundred  years  old  and  should  continue  to 
show  my  loyalty  to  my  mother,  even  that  would  not  be  enough 
recompense  for  the  pain  which  she  endured  in  carrying  me.  While 
I  was  a  baby,  if  I  should  cry  while  she  slept,  she  would  awake 
^hurriedly  from  her  sleep,  and  with  a  happy  face  soothe  me  and  com- 
fort me  in  all  sorts  of  ways,  and  would  sing  to  me  until  she  lost 
;all  thought  of  sleep.  Night  after  night  she  Would  hold  me  in  her 
lap,  till  she  was  nodding  and  dozing  again,  and  then  giving  me  her 
breast  she  fed  me.  Moreover  my  mother  was  so  poor  that  she  had 
no  servant,  and  I  had  no  brothers  or  sisters  Who  oould.help  her, 
but  owing  to  her  love  for  me  she  kept  holding  me,  and  would  not 
.entrnst  me  to  anyone  else  for  fear  anything  should  happen  to  me. 
If  I  think  about  my  mother's  love,  it  is  a  burden  upon  me  as  heavy 
.as  the  earth  and  sky,  for  a  parent's  love  cannot  be  repaid ;  but  every 
da}'  I  pray  for  her  that  God  will  give  her  an  abode  in  Heaven 
-together  with  all  those  on  whoan  the  Lord  has  had  pity  for  ever. 
Amen,  Amen,  Amen. 

Moral.  Listen,  all  you  children  who  are  wise  and  happy ! 
since  the  kindness  of  parents  to  their  children  is  so  great,  ought  we 
to  rebel  against  them  and  refuse  to  obey  their  authority,  and  thug 
break  their  hearts,  and  make  them  shed  tears?  In  these  days 
there  are  many  children  whom  I  have  seen  rebelling  against  their 
parents,  and  there  are  some  who  strike  and  abnse  their  parents. 
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Miay  God  keep  me  far  away  from  such  children  of  hell.  I  will  not 
say  more  about  this,  for  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  write  al)Out  sucte 
things;  and  if  I  should  write  about  the  love  of  parents  for  their 
children,  I  could  make  a  much  more  valuable  book  for  all  wise 
people  than  this  book  of  mine. 

'Now  then  my  mother  had  been  safely  delivered  from  all  the 
dangers  of  child  birth,  I  was  then  named  by  my  parents  Abdullah, 
after  the  name  of  my  mother's  teacher,  who  was  called  Habib  Ab- 
dullah Haddad.  For  a  period  of  four  months  from  the  time  I  was- 
born,  I  was  a  healthy  child,  and  could  enjoy  my  bath;  but  after 
that  I  was  not  "well,  and  every  day  suffered  from  some  sickness  or 
another.  My  parents  spent  a  lot  of  money  on  medicine,  which  they 
bought  from  Tamils  and  Mtalays  and  Chinese.  For  two  or  three 
days  I  w^ould  be  well,  and  then  four  or  five  days  sick.  My  mother 
was  always  in  trouble  about  me,  and  tired  out.  Wherever  there 
was  anyone  w^ho  understood  medicine,  she  "would  take  me  there. 
This  being  the  case,  everybody  said,  "  If  this  child  is  always  sick 
like  this,  perhaps  his  parents  are  not  the  right  people  to  take  care- 
of  him;  he  had  better  be  sold  to  some  one  who  has  a  number  of 
children."    For  that  was  the  way  the  old  people  used  to  do. 

Moral.  Now  this  is  /a  stupid  custom  of  our  ancestors,  wdio  did 
not  know  God.  Can  a  child's  life  be  prolonged  by  its  being  sold? 
And  if  a  child  is  ^Drought  up  by  its  parents,  will  it  live  a  shorter 
time,  or  die?  Let  us  not  believe  any  such  thing.  But  this  cus- 
tom of  selling  a  child  is  not  like  selling  a  slave ;  it  is  only  nominal, 
for  two  or  three  cents;  and  the  parents  take  the  money,  and  buy 
cakes  or  some  other  food,  which  they  eat,  and  after  that  they  them- 
sehcs  continue  to  take  care  of  the  child,  but  it  is  called  the  child  of 
so-Hii(l-so.  and  not  their  own  child,  And  tliere  are  some  people  who 
be]ic\c  ilinl  hccjiiiso  the  child's  name  is  too  l)ig,  tliat  is  tlic  cause 
of  its  sickness  or  (IcnUi.  Tliis  is  nil  a  lie  a.nd  a  si  lipid  custom, 
A\-Incli  docs  not  coinc  I'voiw  God  and  the  pi'opliet.  r>nt  as  for 
parents,  tlieir  l()\'e  Cor  their  childi'cii  is  so  greai  \\\\ni  i\]vy  will  ho 
tliaiil<rid  if  only  the  chihl  li\('S,  su  they  will  Icl^  anythiii;.;'  he  dono. 

Xow  T  was  sold  h\  inv  mother  to  si\  or  scmmi  people;  and  \ 
■was  niii'sed  by  ahout  [ii'tcen  oi'  sixteen  women,  some  for  six  or  seven 
days,  some  for  a  month,  and  some  I'oi'  two  iiioiiLhs.  hiH-aiiso  my 
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mother  could  not  nurse  me.  Sueli  trouble  did  my  parents  have  to- 
rear  me,  like  starting  a  fire  in  the  water.  But  because  it  was  the 
will  of  God  that  I  should  live,  I  was  in  that  condition  until  T 
was  four  or  five  3'ears  old;  but  through  my  mother's  watchful  care 
I  became  strong^  until  I  was  able  to  use  baby  talk  and  ask  for' 
thing's.  My  mother  was  delighted  to  see  that  I  was  able  to  talk 
a  little,  and  her  love  for  me  continually  increased,  and  she  cared' 
for  me  like  carrying  on  one's  hand  a  vessel  full  of  oil;  and  on  no- 
account  would  she  trust  anyone  else  to  give  me  my  food  or  to  bathe 
me  or  put  me  to  sleep,  it  must  all  be  done  by  her  own  hands.  Sucli 
is  the  love  of  parents  for  their  children.  May  God  send  down  the- 
rain  of  His  mercy  and  pardon  upon  her  tomb,  and  include  her  in 
the  number  of  thoise  who  obtain  mercy.  Amen. 

At  that  time  in  the  town  of  Malacca  my  paternal  grandmother- 
was  the  chief  teacher  at  Kampong  Pali,  and  had  about  two  hundred 
boys  and  girls  as  pupils  reading  the  Koran.  All  sorts  of  people- 
were  learning  from  her;  some  were  writing,  some  were  learning  the 
Malay  language  and  how"  to  write  it,  just  as  they  wished.  Almost 
everybody's  children  from  all  over  Malacca  came  to  learn  from  her. 
K'ow  my  mother  was  living  with  my  grandmother  in  the  same  house, 
because  at  that  time  my  father  had  gone  to  trade  at  Siak,  for  trade 
had  increased  in  Siak  or  Pekan  Baharu,  until  many  hundredweights 
of  gold  came  from  there  every  year  to  Malacca.  I  was  with  all  that 
crowd  of  children,  but  I  was  not  yet  studying  and  could  not  pro- 
nounce a  word  except  in  baby  language;  and  at  that  time  my 
grandmother  spoiled  me,  and  always  had  me  near  her  while  she- 
Avas  teaching.  And  whatever  she  taught  the  children  I.  would  fol- 
low it  all,  for  that  was  my  amusement;  from  the  time  I  got  up  in 
the  morning  until  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I  heard  no  other 
sound  but  the  din  of  studying  and  reading,  and  for  that  reason  1 
got  so  that  I  could  re|)eat  various  things  from  memory  without 
knowing  my  letters. 

That  went  on  until  I  was  six  years  old,  and  then  I  was  ill  for 
some  time  with  dysentery.  So  my  mother  had  trouble  again,  and 
could  not  have  regular  sleep,  because  I  called  her  to  attend  to  me ; 
and  she  went  everj^wdiere  in  search  of  all  kinds  of  medicine,  some 
to  drink,  some  to  rub  on  my  stomach,  and  some  for  fomentations, 
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■etc.  This  went  on  for  a  whole  year,  and  many  times  my  mother 
wept  for  me,  thinking  I  was  dead.  May  thousands  of  mercies  des- 
cend upon  her  for  all  the  troubles  which  she  endured  in  bringing 
me  up.  With  the  help  of  God  this  sickness  also  was  cured,  and  I 
became  as  well  as  I  was  before.  For  my  amusement  my  grand- 
mother gave  me  a  reed  pen,  and  a  tablet  and  a  little  rice  ink,  saying, 
You  can  play  with  this  every  day,  but  if  you  play  in  the  dirt,  or 
go  and  play  in  the  sun,  I  will  beat  you.''  So  I  was  afraid  to  go 
^way  anywhere,  but  sat  daubing  my  tablet  with  the  pen  and  ink; 
and  when  the  tablet  was  covered  with  ink,  she  would  tell  one  of 
the  boys  to  wash  it  and  dr}^  it  in  the  sun ;  when  it  was  dry,  I  would 
■daub  it  again;  that  was  what  my  grandmother  made  me  do  every 
•day,  before  I  was  able  to  study  or  knew  the  shape  of  the  letters. 
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Chapter  3. 

BEGIXXI2NG  TO  LEAEX  TO  EEAD. 

For  a  long  time  I  was  doing'  what  I  have  mentioned  above,  sO' 
that  my  hand  became  aocustomed  to  hold  a  pen,  and  I  could  follow 
the  shape  of  the  letters  a  little,  but  very  roughly.  One  day  when 
my  grandmother  saw  that  my  daubs  looked  something  like  letters,, 
she  began  to  write  copies  for  me  on  a  little  tablet,  and  told  me  to' 
read  ;  when  I  liked  I  would  read,  and  if  not  I  wonld  go  and  play. 
Thus  I  reached  the  age  of  seven,  and  had  not  yet  learned  one 
section  (of  the  Koran)  because  my  grandmother  spoiled  me  too- 
much,  and  never  beat  me  or  was  angry  with  me ;  so  it  happened 
that  I  paid  no  attention  to  my  studies,  but  wasted  my  time  in  play 
every  day. 

Then  my  father  returned  from  Siak;  and  when  he  arrived  he- 
asked  his  mother  about  me.  He  always  called  his  mother  Achi,  a 
Tamil  word,  which  in  Malay  means  "  elder  sister.'^  He  called  her' 
that  because  my  grandmother  was  only  thirteen  years  old  when  my 
father  was  born,  so  they  looked  like  brother  and  sister;  that  was 
why  my  father  from  his  childhood  always  called  his  mother  Achi, 
means  elder  sister.  So  my  father  asked,  "  What  about  Abdullah's- 
studies?  How  many  sections  has  he  read,  and  what  does  he- 
know  ?  My  grandmother  said,  Don^t  you  trouble  about  that,, 
because  he  is  sick  all  the  time;  and  if  he  were  threatened  or  beaten, 
who  can  tell  whether  it  would  not  make  him  sick  ? 

Some  time  later  my  father  moved  to  another  house,  not  far 
from  Kampong  Pali.  Every  morning  I  Avent  to  sciiool  to  study, 
and  at  night  my  father  taught  me  at  home.  Many  blows  and  slaps- 
did  I  get,  and  many  tablets  were  broken  by  being  dashed  on  my 
head  by  my  teacher,  and  many  a  rattan  was  broken  on  my  body,. 
and  many  a  time  did  my  mother  weep  for  me  because  I  was  beaten 
so  much;  and  perhaps  my  fingers  would  even  be  swollen  from  the 
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blows  they  received  for  mistakes  in  writing.  But  you  must  knovT 
that  such  is  the  difficulty  of  acquiring  knowledge  and  understanding 
and  an  education  and  good  teaching.  But  at  that  time  my  heart 
was  full  of  hatred  and  anger  and  spite  against  the  man  who  taught 
me,  and  many  times  did  I  pray  that  he  might  soon  die,  in  order 
that  I  might  not  have  the  trouble  of  learning,  but  could  go  and  play 
wherever  I  liked ;  for  at  that  time  it  was  my  delight  to  play  kites, 
and  on  that  account  I  was  often  beaten,  and  my  father  would  hang 
kites  around  my  neck  and  tell  me  to  study.  And  when  my  teacher 
Tiappened  to  be  a  little  sick  and  could  not  teach  me,  that  caused  me 
great  joy,  in  order  that  I  might  go  and  play.  And  if  at  study  time 
my  teacher  or  anyone  else  should  send  me  anywhere,  even  to  a 
dangerous  place,  I  should  have  been  glad  to  go  in  order  to  avoid 
studying;  and  if  I  did  not  feel  quite  well,  I  intentionally  made  my- 
self out  to  be  very  ill,  so  that  I  need  not  study;  in  fact  I  would 
rather  see  a  tiger  face  to  face  than  see  my  teacher.  That  is  how  it 
always  is,  if  a  garden  is  growing  well  but  has  no  fence  a:co^iiicl  it, 
animals  or  something  else  will  get  in  and  destroy  it. 

Moral.  'Now  knowledge  and  education  are  ladders  to  the  at- 
tainment of  riches,  and  riches  lead  to  eminence.  Everything  that 
God  has  created  in  this  world  has  some  value  Avhich  mankind  can 
estimate;  it  is  knowledge  alone  of  which  man  cannot  estimate  the 
value.  Moreover  property  and  wealth  and  rank  are  treacherous, 
like  a  bad  woman,  tliey  will  transfer  their  affections  to  whomsoever 
they  desire ;  1)ut  knowledge  is  not  like  that,  but  is  faithful  and  true, 
witli  a  bright  countenance,  and  is  the  best  friend  of  wise  men;  it 
will  never  part  from  them  until  the  soul  parts  from  the  body.  And 
agai])  it  is  the  most  wonderful  thing  which  God  has  created;  mag- 
g(jts  en II not  cat  it,  and  it  is  not  ruined  by  rain  or  heat,  thieves 
cannot  take  it  away,  and  it  gives  us  no  trouble,  nor  does  it  burden 
lis  to  carry  it;  inorcovcu-  it  takes  up  no  space,  and  docs  not  require 
food  or  driid\,  hut  wlicncvcf  ncc-dcd  it  is  ready.  TluMnd'ore  the 
•j)roverl)  says,  "  When  yon  get  money,  buy  gold;  IIkmi  sell  your  gold 
;ind  l)iiv  diamonds;  sell  yonr  diamonds  and  buy  rubies  :  but  sell  your 
J•ubie.^  ;ind  buv  k no\vl(Mlge  ;  "  so  glorious  il  is,  and  faillil  id  and  true 
to  liim  wlio  obtains  il.  II-  may  be  lilxened  to  a  pillar  (d'  sbnie, 
however  mueb  weigbl,  is  laid  upon  it  it  will  bear;  bul  if  I  be  weight 
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should  be  altogether  too  much,  it  will  break  and  be  crushed  to 
pieces ;  it  cannot  be  made  to  bend  or  curve  like  wooden  j)osts  and 
such  like  things. 

AYhen  1  think  of  all  the  blows  and  cuts  and  slaps  and  abuse, 
and  the  number  of  tablets  broken  on  my  head,  and  the  surliness 
and  crossness  and  the  reproofs  of  all  my  teachers,  every  scar  of  the 
rattan  on  my  body  while  I  was  studying  seems  to  me  now  like  a 
torch,  and  every  slap  is  now  to  me  like  spectacles  to  my  eyes.  If 
I  did  not  have  that  torch  in  my  hand,  and  did  not  wear  those 
glasses,  many  times  I  should  certainly  have  sunk  in  the  ditches  and 
cess-pools  to  be  found  all  over  every  road  and  path;  just  as  the 
majority  of  people  on  the  other  hand  who  do  not  carry  such  a 
torch  sink  in  here  and  there,  falling  and  rising  again,  bedaubed 
with  dirt  and  mud  and  soot,  and  with  legs  and  arms  fractured  be- 
fore my  eyes.  So  I  entreat  that  God  will  grant  thousands  of  mer- 
cies and  safety  and  blessings  upon  my  teachers,  who  aroused  me 
to  the  danger  of  such  falls,  and  who  put  a  touchstone  in  my  hands 
so  that  I  might  not  be  deceived  by  false  gold  or  counterfeit  silver, 
-and  might  not  imagine  that  diamonds  were  mere  gravel.  But  most 
people  who  have  not  that  touchstone  are  deceived  by  such  things, 
having  not  witness  to  indicate  to  them  what  is  good  or  evil  and 
what  is  false  or  true.  Now  for  the  first  time  I  could  taste  the 
honey  which  gushed  out  of  the  bee's  nest,  which  I  had  been 
diligently  watching  from  my  infancy,  getting  stung  all  over  my 
body  and  with  my  face  swollen  up ;  but  now  I  realize  its  sweetness, 
sweeter  than  all  sweet  things.  But  most  people  who  do  not  dare 
to  go  near  the  bee's  nest  for  fear  of  being  stung,  imagine  it  is  very 
dangerous,  but  they  do  not  know  the  benefits  of  the  honey  which  is 
made  by  the  bees. 

Moral.  Now  this  is  my  advice  which  I  leave  to  all  those 
children  whose  mental  vision  God  has  opened.  Even  if  you  should 
live  for  a  thousand  years,  do  not  fear  to  spend  all  your  time  in 
seeking  knowledge;  for  certainly  all  God's  creatures  in  this  world 
desire  eminence  and  honor  and  riches,  and  there  is  no  one  who 
hates  such  things.  If  that  be  so,  then  knowledge  is  the  ladder  by 
which  you  may  'Climb  to  them ;  and  if  you  have  knowledge,  you  will 
c-ertainly  not  be  neglected,  and  people  will  not  despise  you,  but  will 
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respect  you  ;  moreover  it  is  kiiowledge  whicli  wJJi  be  your  helper  iiv 
this  world  until  you  reach  the  world  which  is  to  come. 

As  I  sat  diligently  studying,  by  Good's  help,  and  since  it  fell 
to  my  lot  to  do  so,  I  succeeded  in  reading  and  writing  my  tasks 
without  any  assistance;  for  I  was  not  like  the  other  children  who' 
had  their  tablets  written  by  the  teacher.  At  that  time  no  attention 
w^as  paid  to  writing,  but  if  one  could  read  the  Koran  it  was  suffi- 
cient ;  and  since  they  were  nof  practised  in  writing  from  childhood,, 
how  could  they  write  correctly  if  they  did  not  try  to  do  so  until 
they  were  old  ?  Men  are  just  like  twigs — when  they  are  still  young 
we  can  bend  them  as  we  please,  and  they  will  give,  because  they 
are  still  soft;  but  when  they  are  old,  they  are  dr}^,  and  if  we  bend 
them  only  a  little  they  will  certainly  break.  My  father  and  grand- 
mother taught  me  diligently  for  some  time,  as  did  also  my  two 
uncles,  one  of  whom  was  named  Ismail  Lebai,  and  the  other  Mo- 
hammed Latif,  both  of  whom  were  brothers  of  my  father  by  the- 
same  mother;  and  I  looked  upon  them  just  like  tigers.  The  one 
of  whom  I  was  most  afraid  was  my  uncle  Mohammed  Latif,  be- 
cause he  was  the  one  who  beat  me  a  great  deal  during  lessons,  that 
is  when  I  was  reading  and  writing.  Now  when  they  began  to  teach 
me  to  write,  they  only  scratched  on  the  tablet  without  ink,  and  J 
traced  over  that  with  ink,  in  order  that  my  hand  might  become 
accustomed ;  then  af terw^ards  I  was  able  to  join  the  letters  properl}^, 
and  my  handwriting  improved  a  little. 

When  my  grandmother  saw  that  I  could  read  and  write,  she 
made  me  her  proxy  for  all  the  children  of  the  same  age  as  myself, 
to  hear  them  read,  and  to  teach  them,  and  write  their  tablets.  And 
so  every  day  I  did  not  cease  studying  day  and  night,  and  whatever 
words  people  used,  I  could  spell  and  write  them.  Now  all  the 
cliildrcn  wlio  had  me  write  their  tablets  had  to  pay  me  for  it  in  the 
school;  some  gave  me  a  duit,  and  others  cakes  or  fruit,  and  other 
things;  so  at  that  time  1.  got  some  profit  and  returns  from  what  I 
liad  h'Hnicd.  Moj-eover  none  o('  ihcm  dai'cd  to  disregard  anything 
I  said  ill  llie  scliool,  because  1  was  their  teaclier,  to  instruct 
jhfiii  ill  reading  and  writing.  But  (everything  which  was  read  and 
writ.ten  was  in  the  Arabic  language,  I'oi-  I'l-oni  (he  (hiys  of  onr  fore- 
fathers no  one  had  ever  heard  of  liaviiig  a  school  for  learning  ilie 
Malay  language. 


THE  AUTOBIOGRAPHY  OF  MUNSHI  ABDULLAH. 


15 


ISl ow  there  Avere  ready  for  use  in  the  school  all  sorts  of  iustru- 
ments  of  punishment  and  torture,  of  various  kinds,  to  panish  for 
various  oifences.  First  of  all  there  was  the  rattan,  and  then  the 
('hinese  press  (apit  China),  which  was  made  with  four  pieces  of 
.smooth  rattan,  each  of  them  about  a  span  long,  threaded  at  one 
-end  and  knotted,  the  other  ends  being  threaded  with  a  long  string, 
.as  shown  in  the  picture.  The  punishment  was  to  squeeze  the 
lingers,  and  it  was  used  to  punish  boys  who  stole  things  or  beat 
their  fellow-students. 

The  next  was  called  Kayu  Palat,  and  was  a  round  piece  of 
wood,  the  length  of  which  was  about  half  the  width  of  one's  chest, 
and  it  had  three  holes,  with  a  rope  through  the  centre  hole,  and 
the  two  ends  knotted  in  the  holes  on  the  right  and  left.  This 
was  used  to  punish  boys  who  played  truant,  or  climbed  trees,  or 
looked  at  other  children;  both  feet  were  put  in  the  two  loops  and 
the  rope  was  pulled  up  and  the  soles  of  the  feet  were  beaten,  as 
:shown  in  the  picture. 

Then  there  was  an  iron  chain,  about  six  feet  long  or  more, 
which  was  nailed  to  a  log,  the  other  end  having  a  padlock ;  this  was 
.a  punishment  for  boys  who  are  always  running  away,  and  always 
fighting,  or  who  will  not  obey  their  parents,  and  learn  slowly;  the 
chain  is  padlocked  around  the  waist,  and  the  boy  is  told  to  carry 
the  log  around  the  school,  and  sometimes  they  are  left  with  these 
^chains  on,  and  not  allowed  to  go  home,  their  food  being  sent  there. 

Then  there  is  the  punishment  of  "  Squatting,"  which  is  for 
boys  Avho  are  bad  and  contentious ;  they  had  to  hold  the  right  ear 
with  the  left  hand,  and  the  left  ear  with  the  right  hand,  and  then 
squat  down  and  stand  up  again  without  stopping,  as  in  the  picture. 

There  is  another  punishment  for  boys  who  are  lazy  at  their 
studies  and  so  forth;  a  great  deal  of  smoke  is  produced  from  a  dry 
cocoanut  husk,  and  then  the  boy  is  hung  head  downwards  over  the 
smoke;  in  some  cases  dry  Chinese  pepper  is  put  on  the  fire,  and 
then  the  smoke  smarts  terribly,  so  that  one's  eyes  and  nose  water 
very  much. 

Then  there  is  a  punishment  for  boys  who  commit  any  offense 
in  school,  there  is  twisted  rope  tied  around  the  child's  waist  and 
iastened  to  a  post,  and  he  is  told  to  read  his  tablet  till  he  knows  it. 
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.and  is  not  set  free  until  he  does  know  it,  and  his  parents  send  his 
food  to  him  there. 

And  tliere  is  a  piinishment  for  boys  who  are  very  bad,  and  re- 
.teist  their  teaclier,  and  those  who  run  away  and  steal ;  they  are  hung 
up  by  both  hands  so  that  their  feet  do  not  touch  the  ground.  An- 
'Other  punishment  for  boys  who  are  very  bad  and  run  away,  is  that 
they  are  laid  down  on  their  faces  and  beaten.  And  another  punish- 
ment is  that  if  boys  tell  a  great  many  lies  and  use  bad  language, 
Chinese  pepper  is  rubbed  on  their  mouths. 

All  these  punishments  mentioned  above  can  be  used  by  the 
teachers  in  school;  even  if  they  are  the  children  of  princes  or  of 
rich  people  it  does  not  matter,  their  teachers  may  beat  them  in 
school,  even  till  they  bleed,  and  they  cannot  be  taken  to  task  for  it, 
for  they  are  teaching  them  well. 

The  custom  is  when  anyone  allows  his  children  to  go  to  school, 
the  mother  or  father  of  the  child  first  go-es  to  pay  respect  to  the 
teacher,  taking  a  vessel  with  materials  for  chewing  sireh  and  a  tray 
full  of  cakes,  with  the  child  that  is  to  go  to  school;  and  the  parent 
saySj  "  Sir,  I  ask  for  only  two  things :  first,  that  you  will  spare  the 
child's  eyes,  and  secondly,  that  you  will  not  break  his  arms  or  legs ; 
everything  else  may  be  just  as  you  please."  The  child  is  then  told 
to  prostrate  himself  at  the  feet  of  the  teacher,  after  which  the 
teacher  repeats  the  prayer  of  blessing,  and  the  cakes  are  distributed 
iimongst  all  the  pupils,  the  teacher  takes  the  money,  and  all  the 
-sandalwood  flowers  are  distributed.  I  will  not  say  anything  more 
abbut  the  customs  in  schools,  for  intelligent  people  do  not  like  long 
-descriptions,  but  just  sufficient  to  illustrate  one's  meaning. 

For  about  eight  or  nine  months  I  was  studiously  reading  and 
-writing,  until  I  was  pretty  well  up  in  my  reading,  and  the  methods 
of  reading  opened  up  to  me  more  and  more.  In  the  middle  of  the 
day  when  we  came  out  of  school  I  made  little  kites  of  the  midribs 
-of  cocoanut  leaves,  and  sold  them  to  the  boys  for  a  duit;  that  was 
how  I  got  my  money  for  buying  cakes  and  fruit.  From  making 
these  kites  I  learned  how  to  draw  pictures  and  designs,  for  it  was 
at  that  time  that  I  practised  drawing ;  I  took  notice  wherever  I  saw 
the  Chinese  making  pictures  and  designs,  and  drew  similar  ones 
on  the  kites.    There  were  other  people  also  making  kites  and  selling 
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tliem,  but  the  boys  did  not  care  to  buy  them,  l)ec;ause  their  design© 
were  on  red,  green  or  black  paper,  and  pasted  on ;  whereas  I  made 
them  all  on  white  paper,  but  used  inks  of  various  colors.  If  a  boy 
came  to  huy  one,  I  would  ask,  "What  design  do  you  want?'^  and 
he  would  say,  "  I  want  an  elephant ; "  another  would  say,  "  I  want 
a  bird,"  and  another,  "  I  want  a  fish ; "  so  I  drew  whatever  they 
wished,  and  that  was  why  the  boys  liked  to  buy  from  me.  That  was- 
how  I  got  my  cake  money;  besides  which  I  was  paid  by  the  boy& 
for  writing  their  tablets.  Thus  I  finished  the  reading  of  the  Koran, 
but  after  a  few  days  my  father  made  me  read  it  over  and  over 
again,  until  I  had  completed  it  about  twenty  times ;  in  fact  so  often 
did  I  read  it  that  I  almost  knew  the  Koran  by  heart.  After  that 
my  father  gave  me  orders,  saying,  ''You  must  go  every  day  after 
evening  prayer  and  "read  the  Koran  in  the  mosque ;  for  in  the  mosque 
there  are  hundreds  of  men  going  in  and  out,  and  whoever  hears 
you  read  anything  wrong  will  correct  you.''  So  I  did  what  my 
father  told  me  for  some  time. 

After  several  months,  my  parents  consulted  with  all  their 
relatives  to  have  me  complete  the  reading  of  the  Koran  and  be 
circumcised.  When  this  was  decided,  upon,  my  parents  invited  all 
their  relatives  in  Malacca,  male  and  female,  and  they  all  assembled 
in  a  great  company.  I  was  dressed  in  fine  clothes,  gold  and  silver ; 
after  that  I  was  brought  before  the  company,  and  told  to  read  the 
Koran  wherever  the  people  wished,  and  my  teacher  was  also  present. 
At  the  same  time  some  clever  people  asked  me  several  questions  con- 
cerning the  reading  of  the  Koran,  and  the  sound,  and  so  forth ; 
when  I  had  answered,  the  priest  or  preacher  repeated  the  prayer  oi' 
blessiug,  after  which  I  was  told  to  salute  my  teacher,  and  then  my 
parents.  That  was  when  my  parents  gave  a  change  of  raiment  to 
my  teacher,  placing  on  a  tray  a  suit  aiul  a  handkerchief  and  a  pair 
of  shoes,  and  an  appropriate  sum  of  m()n(\y,  wliich  in  some  cases 
might  be  ten  or  twenty  dollars.  TS'ovv  all  lliesc  (ilothes  were  laid 
before  the  teacher,  and  lie  was  saluted  and  ask(Hl  to  pass  me  in  my 
studies;  besides  which  there  were  many  oiluM-  ciistoius  which  I  will 
not  merition  in  this  story  of  mine.  That  evening  heiiiia,  was  put 
on  niy  fingers,  as  in  a.  marriage  cerenuniy,  for  my  parents  were 
vcrv  happy,  iH-cansc  they  only  had  one  child  living.    Then  the  next 
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-day  hundreds  of  people  were  invited,  and  were  given  something  to 
eat  and  drink,  and  in  the  evening  I  was  taken  in  procession  in  a 
•carriage,  accompanied  by  hundreds  of  people  with  music  all  roujid 
the  town,  after  which  we  returned  home.  The  following  day  all 
these  people  w^ere  invited  and  feasted  again;  and  when  the  prayer 
of  blessing  had  been  rej)eated,  the  man  who  performs  circumcision 
was  ready.  After  I  liad  been  circumcised,  it  was  seven  days  before 
I  could  bathe,  after  which  I  wds  able  to  walk.  A  change  of  raiment 
was  then  given  to  the  man  w]io  circumcised  me,  with  three  or  four 
dollars  in  money,  and  he  kept  coming  again  and  again  until  I  was 
quite  healed. 

It  was  about  a  mDiith  before  I  w^as  completely  cured  after  the 
.circumcision,  and  then  my  father  handed  me  over  to  a  teacher  to 
learn  the  Tamil  language  and  character,  that  is  to  say  the  Hindu 
language,  for  from  the  days  of  our  forefathers  it  was  the  custom  in 
Malacca  for  all  the  children  of  good  families  and  of  rich  people  to 
learn  that  language.  The  object  of  it  was  to  know  how  to  keep 
accounts,  and  to  reckon,  and  speak  the  language,  for  at  that  time 
Malacca  was  full  of  Tamil  merchants;  and  a  great  many  of  them 
became  rich  by  trading  in  Malacca,  for  which  reason  the  Tamils  in 
Malacca  became  famous,  and  every  one  had  their  children  learn  the 
Tamil  language. 

At  that  time  there  were  at  Malacca  four  men  called  ^^Captains,'^ 
and  every  nationality  had  its  Captain.  That  had  been  the  custom 
from  the  time  of  the  Dutch;  there  was  a  Tamil  Captain,  and  a 
Malay  Captain,  and  a  Chinese  Captain,  and  a  Portuguese  Captain ; 
and  every  one  went  to  his  own  Captain  with  any  complaints;  and 
anything  that  could  not  be  settled  by  the  Captains  had  to  go  before 
the  Fiskaal  and  then  before  the  Feitor,  and  finally  it  would  go  to 
the  Justisa.  For  this  reason  in  the  town  of  Malacca  the  people  of 
one  nationality  were  respectful  to  those  of  another,  and  they  were 
afraid  of  one  another.  For  instance,  if  a  Malay  boy  did  sometlirng 
wrong  and  was  seen  by  a  Chinese  boy  or  one  of  any  other  race,  he 
could  reprove  him  and  chastise  him,  and  the  parents  of  any  boy 
would  praise  him  for  that.  Petty  cases  could  be  settled  by  the  head- 
men of  the  villages;  for  in  every  village  there  was  a  head-man 
appointed  by  the  Captain.  So  if  there  was  any  disturbance,  it  was 
first  reported  to  the  head-man  of  the  village. 
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For  two  years  and  a  half  I  studied  the  Tamil  langua^^e  arirf 
iheir  written  character,  and  in  that  I  endured  no  little  trouble,  and 
received  many  slaps  and  much  abuse,  and  the  end  of  my  forefinger 
was  worn  out  by  writing  in  the  sand.  For  they  dared  not  change 
their  old  customs,  but  used  the  forefingers  as  a  pen ;  if  they  used  a 
stick  or  anything  else  it  would  certainly  be  very  wrong;  they 
thought  it  was  better  that  the  finger  should  be  worn  to  the  bone 
rather  than  change  the  customs  of  their  forefathers  the  least  little 
bit.  God  helped  me  to  get  some  little  knowledge  of  the  language ; 
and  then  my  teacher  was  given  a  change  of  raiment  and  a  present 
of  money.  But  though  I  was  learning  the  Tamil  language,  my 
father  ordered  me  that  I  was  on  no  account  to  absent  myself  from 
any  of  the  five  hours  of  prayer  at  the  Mosque,  and  if  he  did  not 
see  me  go  there  even  once,  I  should  certainly  get  the  rattan.  At 
that  time  I  felt  in  my  heart  that  it  was  better  for  me  to  meet  a 
tiger  than  to  meet  my  father ;  for  years  I  did  not  dare  to  speak  to 
my  father,  and  whatever  he  wanted,  or  what  he  wished  me  to  do,  he 
told  my  mother,  and  my  mother  told  me.  But  I  was  very  much 
spoiled  by  my  mother,  and  could  sit  and  talk  and  play  and  any- 
thing like  that;  but  at  the  time  for  meals  I  had  to  eat  with  my 
father,  and  if  I  was  not  there,  he  hunted  for  me  until  he  found  me,, 
and  until  then  he  would  not  eat. 

Under  these  circumstances,  one  day  I  was  ordered  by  my 
father,  saying,  "  Take  a  piece  of  paper  and  pen  and  ink,  and  go  and 
sit  every  day  in  the  Mosque,  and  write  down  the  names  of  all  who 
go  in  and  out  of  the  Mosque,  and  in  the  evening  show  it  to  me.'^ 
When  my  mother  told  me  this,  I  was  amazed,  and  thought,  "  What 
is  the  use  of  writing  people's  names  for  nothing?''  My  mother 
answered,  "  I  don't  know  your  father's  orders ;  do  what  he  says,  for 
it  is  for  some  good  purpose,  or  he  would  not  order  it."  I  thought 
to  myself,  "  This  is  a  great  nuisance,  every  day  tboro  is  work  and 
I  have  no  peace;"  and  so  I  cried.  My  mother  said,  Voii  silly 
child,  is  it  not  better  to  be  learning  than  to  go  about  to  no  pur- 
pose?" 'So  that  was  my  work,  every  night  to  go  and  show  him  the 
names  of  the  people;  and  when  \  did  so,  I  got  many  a  slap  and 
much  abuse,  and  any  names  which  vvei-c  not  propcM-Iy  written,  lie 
liung  around  my  neck  so  that  I  might  he  ashanunl.    This  went  on 
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for  about  a  month,  and  after  that  the  names  were  written  correctly. 

One  day  my  father  himself  said  to  me,  "  Go  and  get  pen  and 
ink  and  a  piece  of  paper,  and  bring  them  here."  When  I  brought 
them  he  said,  "  Write  what  I  say."  Wheii  I  heard  that,  my  heart 
beat,  for  I  had  never  done  such  a  thing ;  but  willy-nilly  I  sat  down 
and  wrote  whatever  words  came  out  of  his  mouth.  When  I  had 
written  for  about  two  hours,  he  asked  for  the  paper,  and  looked, at 
it  with  a  surly  face,  "  I  will  let  you  oif  to-day,  but  to-morrow  if 
3^ou  continue  to  write  mistakes  like  this,  for  each  mistake  you  will 
get  a  cut  with  the  rattan."  He  marked  whatever  was  wrong,  or 
letters  misplaced,  or  words  improperly  joined,  and  the  punctuation. 
When  he  had  done,  he  said,  "  Every  day  at  this  time  you  will  come- 
here  and  write."  Then  my  heart  was  very  sad,  because  T  could  not 
go  and  play.  The  next  day  it  was  just  the  same,  and  the  words-, 
which  he  had  spoken  yesterday  he  did  not  use  again,  but  other 
words  which  I  had  never  heard,  and  all  of  them  unusual  expres- 
sions, and  strange  names  which  he  told  me  to  write;  this  went 
on  every  day,  he  was  angry  and  threatened  me,  and  called  me- 
dog  "  and  "  monkey,"  but  I  did  not  get  the  rattan.  Every  day  T 
found  it  easier;  and  after  I  had  done  this  about  two  months,  I 
made  no  more  mistakes.  After  that  I  learned  the  meanings  of 
words,  and  how  to  use  words,  and  how  they  had  different  meanings- 
in  different  connections. 

I  will  not  lengthen  the  story  of  the  things  which  I  suffered 
while  getting  my  education,  which  was  hard  to  acquire,  like  pulling' 
a  bamboo  the  wrong  way,  my  body  getting  thin  and  my  cheeks- 
sunken  because  I  was  worrying  and  troubled  because  I  had  not  yet 
taken  it  in,  and  from  shame  that  my  father  was  angry  with  me. 
Therefore  as  I  bought  it  dear,  so  I  will  sell  it  dear;  if  I  picked  it. 
up  on  the  road,  merely  by  copying  and  hearing  others,  then  people' 
would  not  need  to  buy  it  from  me,  if  they  merely  asked  me  for  it 
I  would  give  it  to  them  for  nothing.  But,  you  gentlemen,  who^ 
read  this  story  of  mine,  know  very  well  that  everything  which  can. 
be  obtained  cheaply  is  sure  to  have  its  defects;  and  everything 
which  is  dear  will  have  its  good  points.  Is  not  the  diamond  just  a 
mere  stone  ?  Why  do  all  men  consider  it  most  valua])le  ?  Is  it  not 
because  of  its  lustre? 
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One  (lav  mv  father  said,  "  Now  do  not  go  anywhere  just  for 
nothing;  I  have  1)onght  some  paper,  you  can  sit  and  write  the 
Koran  at  home."  Then  he  showed  me  how  to  tie  the  strings  of  the 
ruling  board,  after  which  I  sat  down  and  wrote.  This  also  brought 
me  many  rewards  and  praises  and  perfumes;  but  the  rewards  were 
the  rattan,  and  the  praises  were  abuses  and  perfumes  were  scowls 
..and  grumbling  every  day.  For  about  six  or  seven  months  I  con- 
tinued to  do  this  work,  and  he  showed  me  whatever  was  wrong; 
then  I  could  write  the  Koran  or  religious  books  correctly.  When 
he  saw  that  I  could  write  the  Koran,  my  father  said,  "  There  is  a 
book  in  the  Malay  and  Arabic  languages  which  is  very  fine;  you 
must  copy  it."  So  I  copied  that  too,  and  after  some  time  it  was 
finished.  When  other  people  saw^  the  writing  of  that  book,  they  all 
said  it  was  good,  but  my  father  alone  abused  me  incessantly,  and 
said,  "liOok  at  your  writing,  it  is  like  the  scratching  of  a  fowl, 
simply  wasting  the  paper;  a  little  child  could  write  like  that," 
He  found  fault  with  everything,  and  nothing  was  right.  But  now 
at  last  I  understand  my  father's  plan,  that  he  did  not  want  to 
praise  what  I  did  well,  or  my  writing,  because  he  was  afraid  of  my 
,2:etting  pufl'ed  up  and  proud  on  account  of  my  attainments  and 
knowledge. 

At  that  time  all  the  English  soldiers  at  Malacca  were  sepoys, 
either  from  Bengal  or  other  parts  of  India ;  and  three-fourths  of 
Them  were  Mohammedans,  and  one-fourth  were  Hindoos.  All  the 
Moliammedans  read  the  Koran  and  prayed.  They  came  to  my 
o-randmother's  house  to  get  my  uncle  to  write  the  Koran,  and  I  also 
.helped  him  to  write,  and  received  a  great  deal  of  pay.  I  was  very 
much  pleased  to  earn  that  money,  and  became  more  and  more  dili- 
gent in  writing,  and  did  not  stop  day  and  night.  When  my  father 
saw  tliat,  Jie  was  angry,  and  said,  Do  not  get  into  the  habit  of 
writing  at  night,  for  yonr  (\v('s  will  soon  be  spoiled;  and  even  in 
the  day  time  do  ]iot  work  ioo  liai'd,  I'oi-  you  are  only  a  lad  and  will 
Lict  sick."  So  1  was  ajigry  about  Uiat  too,  heeause  my  father  pre- 
vcnlcd  IMC  I'roni  writing,  for  if  1  made  slow  progress  with  writing, 
ihc  money  came  slowly  ;  so  jusi  tlu^  same  \  wrote  secr(>ily  behind  my 
fatiicr's  l)ack,  l»ecausc  I  was  anxious  to  earn  money. 

One  diniciiltN'  that  I  IukI  was  llia.t  I  conid  not  sp(^ak  the  Hindu- 
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stani  language,  but  if  I  wanted  to  speak  witli  tliem  I  had  to  use 
signs  like  a  dumb  person.  Moreover  at  that  time  anyone  who  knew 
that  language  had  to  be  paid  a  lot  of  money,  and  therefore  I  was- 
very  anxious  to  learn  it,  and  told  one  of  their  officers  I  should  very 
much  like  to  learn.  He  replied,  "  Come  to  my  house  in  the  Fort, 
I  will  give  you  your  board,  and  will  have  you  taught  the  language 
by  my  teacher,  and  you  can  be  the  teacher  for  all  of  us,  and  can 
write  the  Koran  for  us,  and  we  will  buy  them."  I  told  my  mother 
what  the  Sepoy  officer  had  said,  and  my  mother  told  my  father,  who 
replied,  "  All  right,  let  him  learn  the  Hindustani  language,  so  that, 
afterwards  it  may  be  an  accomplishment  for  him.'' 

So  I  went  and  lived  in  the  Fort,  for  my  uncle  was  also  there 
with  me,  and  I  went  back  and  forth  every  two  or  three  days,  getting' 
my  board,  and  writing,  and  learning  the  language.  They  gave  me 
money,  and  also  ghee  and  rice,  and  I  became  intimate  with  the 
Sepoys,  and  got  to  know  them  all,  for  there  were  a  great  many  of 
them,  both  men  and  women.  For  about  three  or  four  years  I  re- 
mained with  them,  and  God  helped  me  to  get  the  language  ;  every 
day  I  spoke  with  them  in  the  Hindustani  language.  It  was  from 
that  time  that  they  began  to  call  me  "  Munshi,''  which  means 
teacher  or  instructor  in  languages,  and  from  that  time  the  name 
stuck  to  me  until  now. 

After  that  had  gone  on  for  some  time,  my  father  ordered  me 
to  return  home,  saying,  "  Every  day  sit  here  and  read  those  books^. 
all  of  them  are  in  the  Malay  language ;  and  every  three  days  I  will 
examine  you  as  to  the  meanings  of  the  words,  and  how  they  ought 
to  be  used."  Then  that  was  my  work  every  day,  without  being  abJe 
to  move  or  go  anywhere  and  play.  From  that  time  I  made  a  great 
deal  of  progress  in  my  knowledge  and  religion,  and  also  in  the 
idioms  of  the  language,  and  the  meanings  and  force  of  words.. 
Every  three  days  my  father  came  to  the  place  where  I  was  studying, 
and  catechised  me  about  anything  that  he  liked,  both  in  regard  tO' 
religion  and  the  idioms  of  the  language;  and  I  answered  whatever 
I  knew,  and  what  I  did  not  know  he  told  me. 

So  it  happened  at  times  that  the  thought  came  all  at  once  to- 
me,  "  What  is  the  good  of  my  living  ?  Every  day  I  have  no  peace,- 
simply  sitting  studying,  and  cannot  go  anyAvhere  to  pla}',  and  can- 
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not  associate  with  my  friends."  With  these  thoughts  I  wept,  iind 
was  sad  and  looked  grumpy.  My  mother  came  into  the  room,  and 
saw  me  like  that,  and  said,  "  Why  are  you  crying  for  nothing^  "  t 
answered  "  It  is  better  to  die  than  to  live  like  this ;  I  am  different 
from  other  people's  children."  My  mother  answered,  "  Why  ?  Don't 
you  get  3^our  food  and  clothing  ?  If  not  as  the  child  of  rich  people, 
at  least  your  father  cares  for  you  like  the  child  of  poor  people ;  why 
are  you  crying  for  nothing  ?  "  I  replied,  "  Mother,  if  you  should 
give  me  gold  to  eat  every  day  it  would  be  no  use  if  my  heart  is  not 
happy."  My  mother  said,  "  What  are  you  troubled  about, "  I  an- 
swered, "  Look  at  father !  every  day  he  tells  me  to  study,  if  it  is  not 
one  thing  it  is  another,  so  I  have  no  peace;  and  he  does  not  let  me 
associate  with  my  friends ;  so  I  am  working  night  and  day,  like  a 
person  living  in  the  grave."  When  my  mother  heard  my  words, 
she  put  her  arms  around  my  neck  and  kissed  my  face,  saying, 
"'^  Child,  why  are  you  so  foolish  ?  You  are  still  inexperienced,  for 
you  are  only  a  child,  and  do  not  yet  know  the  value  of  an  edu- 
cation; afterwards  you  will  know  its  value,  and  the  love  of  parents 
-for  their  children.  Are  you  not  my  only  child?  If  you  did  not 
know  how^  to  read  and  write  like  all  children  of  good  families,  you 
ivould  certainly  afterwards  be  very  sorry,  and  your  parents  would 
be  responsible  for  not  having  taught  you  properly.  At  the  present 
time  it  seems  to  you  more  bitter  than  gall,  but  afterwards  you  will 
know  tliat  it  is  sweeter  than  honey,  and  then  you  will  praise  the 
kindness  of  your  parents.  Moreover,  if  your  father  and  I  should 
leave  you  a  great  deal  of  property,  if  you  did  not  have  very  good 
fortune,  it  would  soon  disappear;  but  knowledge  and  a  good  edu- 
cation are  uot  like  that,  for  until  the  soul  leaves  the  body  it  will 
not  leave  you."  The  words  of  my  mother  were  very,  very  true;  now 
at  last  I  e.\])erien'('e  the  sweetiiess  of  education,  for  it  is  SAveeter  than 
Jioiioy. 

While  I  was  in  the  midst  of  speaking  to  my  mother,  my  father 
canic  in,  and  th(!  convci'salion  (teased.  Now  it  was  my  father's 
liahii  thai  whcncvci-  he  h)oked  at  me  il  was  dowv  wilh  a,  ]^l(Misant 
luce,  l)iit  he  h)()k('(l  surly;  and  as  Tor  way  lu'  liH^aled  me, 
whatever  I  did,  whclhcr  writing  or  reading,  lie  never  ai)pr()ved  of  it, 
l)nt  found  one  fault  or  another;  so  I  was  always  iu  the  wrong. 
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ihoiigli  other  people  praised  me;  but  when  he  heard  them,  he  for- 
bade it,  and  said,  "  They  will  spoil  my  child/^ 

0]ie  day  a  sea  captain  came  to  the  house  to  look  for  my  father. 
He  wanted  him  to  make  a  promissory  note,  for  he  owed  a  Chinese 
mercJiaiit  in  Malacca  three  hundred  dollars.  My  father  was  very 
busy  that  day  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Adrian  Koek,  and  the  captain  sat 
in  my  home  waiting  for  iiim  till  mid-day,  and  then  went  home  for 
dinner  ;  afterwards  he  returned,  and  waited  until  the  afternoon.  I 
then  went  out  and  asked  the  captain,  "  Captain  where  do  you  come 
from,  and  what  do  you  want?  He  replied,  "  I  want  your  father." 
I  answered,  "  To-day  my  father  is  very  busy  at  Mr.  Adrian  Koek's 
house. He  said,  Whatever  shall  I  do ;  I  arranged  with  your 
tather  that  he  should  write  a  paper  for  me,  because  I  have  to  sail 
now."  r  said  to  him,  "  Captain,  if  3'Ou  like,  I  will  try  and  write  it; 
and  I  ran  in  for  a  minute  to  my  writing  room,  and  wrote  it.  I 
asked  him,  What  is  your  name.  Captain  ?  "  His  friend  replied 
that  liis  name  was  Captain  Ahmed,  for  he  himself  would  not  men- 
tion his  own  name;  similarly  the  name  of  the  Chinaman  to  whom 
he  owed  the  money.  W^hen  it  was  finished,  I  brought  it  out  and 
showed  it  to  him ;  and  when  he  had  read  it,  he  nodded  his  head,  and 
said,  "  That  is  quite  right,  but  let  me  sign  it  in  your  presence."  So 
he  added  his  signature,  and  took  his  leave.  As  he  was  going  out, 
he  put  a  dollar  in  my  hand,  and  saluted  me,  saying,  "  Take  this  and 
buy  some  cakes."  I  received  it  with  much  pleasure  at  getting  a 
dollar  so  quickly,  and  he  said,  "  I  have  given  you  trouble."  I 
replied,    Thank  you.  Captain." 

Suddenly  at  that  very  moment  my  father  came  in.  AVhen  he 
saw  the  captain,  he  said,  How  do  you  do.  Captain;  when  did  you 
come  here  ?  "  When  1  noticed  my  father,  I  ran  into  ■  my  room  and 
kept  quiet,  and  was  very  sorry  that  I  had  written  the  note.  The 
captain  answered,  "I  have  been  waiting  for  you  a  long  time,  ever 
since  this  morning,  this  is  what  your  son  Abdullah  was  written." 
When  I  heard  him  mention  my  name,  my  heart  beat,  for  fear  the 
note  might  be  wrong,  for  I  had  never  written  such  a  document; 
moreover,  I  had  had  nothing  to  copy  from,  but  had  dared  to  write 
it  according  to  my  own  ideas.  When  my  father  saw  the  note,  he 
smiled,  and  said,     iS^aughty  boy,  he  is  just  making  himself  out  to 
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be  clever.  But  this  note  will  do,  Captain  ;  take  it  to  your  creditor.'^ 
The  Captain  went  home,  and  my  father  went  in  with  a  smiling  face^ 
and  my  mother  asked  him,  "  What  are  you  smiling  about  ?  "  My 
father  answered,  "  To-day  if  I  had  received  a  thousand  dollars  I 
should  not  be  so  pleased  as  I  am  that  my  son  can  now  help  me ; 
and  he  told  my  mother  about  it.  Finally  both  of  them  laughed,, 
and  he  said,  "  May  Cod  increase  his  good  sense  and  judgment.^' 
Further  my  father  said,  "'^  To-day  for  the  first  time  I  have  got  a. 
son,  just  as  if  you  had  borne  him  this  very  day;  but  if  he  could 
neither  read  nor  write,  and  remain  ignorant,  I  should  consider  him 
just  as  if  he  were  dead.''  I  heard  all  that  my  father  and  mother 
said  from  my  room,  and  then  for  the  first  time  understood  the  love- 
of  my  parents  for  me,  and  realized  the  value  of  an  education  and 
of  the  knowledge  which  they  had  imparted  to  me.  From  that  time- 
I  was  firmly  convinced  in  my  heart  that  all  the  instructions  of  my 
parents  were  right  and  proper  and  perfectly  good. 

After  that  my  father  came  with  a  surly  face  into  the  room 
where  I  studied  and  said,  "  What  have  you  done  to-day.  I  was  not 
at  home,  so  you  paid  no  attention  to  your  studies  and  writing; 
owing  to  your  laziness  you  know  nothing  about  writing,  and  so  you 
made  a  great  many  mistakes  in  the  letter  of  Captain  Ahmed  of 
Siak ;  I  had  to  correct  it."  I  thought  to  myself,  "  I  know  all  about 
that,  and  my  father  will  never  say  that  I  know  anything,  or  praise- 
me,  for  fear  I  shall  be  puffed  up.'' 

From  that  time,  if  anyone  came  to  my  father,  asking  him 
to  write  a  letter  or  a  promissory  note,  or  a  power  of  attorney,  or  a 
will,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  he  always  told  me  to  write  it.  At 
first  he  told  me  the  circumstances  are  so  and  so,  and  such  and  sucli 
sums  of  money,  and  the  agreement  is  for  so  long,  and  told  me  to> 
compose  it  myself.  Once  or  twice  I  made  a  few  mistakes,  but  the 
third  time  it  was  all  right.  After  that  my  fatlier  turned  over  to- 
me all  his  instruments  and  his  writing  case. 

At  that  time  in  tlie  town  of  Malacca  anyone  who  knew  how  to- 
write  and  compose  anything  liad  to  be  well  ])aid,  for  ihcMv  were 
only  four  or  five  men  vvlio  could  be  employed  in  tluif  woi'k  :  (Ii'st, 
Khoja  MoliJinimcd,  a  'I'aniil  boi'u  in  Maiaoca,  wlio  was  the  govern- 
nu'iit  iiilcrpfctcr ;  secondly  .InmnI  MoliamnuMl  bin  N  ur  Moliannncd 
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8urati ;  and  my  father,  Abdul  Kadir  bin  Moliammed  Ibrahim ;  and 
Mahid  l)in  Ahmed  Lebai.  Among  the  Malays  whom  I  knew  were 
Yahja  1jin  Abdul  Wahid,  and  Ismael  bin  Mohammed  Arif  Snrati. 
All  >of  those  whom  I  have  mentioned  were  celebrated  men,  for  they 
were  very  diligent  in  studying  and  gaining  knowledge,  so  that  they 
liad  become  very  clever.  In  every  business  transaction  one  of  these 
men  whom  I  have  mxcntioned  would  be  employed,  and  they  were 
respected  in  any  company  of  people.  Moreover,  they  earned  their 
living  in  this  way,  and  had  no  other  employment.  As  the  town 
•of  Malacca  was  very  populous  at  that  time,  these  men  had  no 
leisure,  but  every  day  there  was  profitable  employment  for  them  of 
.some  kind  or  another,  and  their  names  were  honored  in  other 
'Countries ;  they  were  employed  by  Europeans,  and  were  honored  in 
great  assemblies. 

Among  the  younger  generation,  however,  at  that  time,  there 
was  no  one  who  had  any  ambition  to  learn  the  work  of  writing  and 
reading  Malay  letters,  because  it  was  the  Malay  language.  I,  a 
man  of  humble  position  and  poor  and  ignorant,  was  the  only  one. 
If  I  had  wanted  to  engage  in  business,  my  parents  were  poor  and 
had  no  capital,  therefore  I  strove  earnestly  until  I  received  the 
legacy  and  inherited  the  pen  and  ink  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names 
I  have  just  mentioned.  But  in  this  respect,  good  gracious !  let 
those  who  read  this  book  not  imagine  that  I  am  praising  myself; 
for  please  consider  that  if  such  seed  as  that  should  be  thrown  away 
anywhere  it  would  certainly  grow  at  such  a  time  as  this.  For 
<3verybody  thought  that  the  Malay  language  ought  not  to  be  studied, 
because  it  is  our  own  language;  and  from  the  time  of  our  fore- 
fathers no  one  ever  established  a  school  for  the  Malay  language, 
but  only  for  reading  the  Koran;  and  they  thought  that  the  Arabic 
language  ought  to  be  studied,  because  it  is  the  one  which  is  useful 
for  religion,  and  also  in  the  world  to  come,  and  that  is  the  only 
language  which  is  most  honorable  among  Mohammedans. 

It  was  from  the  men  whom  I  have  mentioned  that  I  received 
instruction,  and  I  asked  them  the  mysteries  of  the  Malay  language, 
and  received  many  exam)ples,  and  rules,  and  models;  and  I  also  ob- 
tained from  them  a  number  of  Malay  words,  and  unusual  names, 
and  proverbs,  and  analogies,  and  illustrations,  and  combinations  of 
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words  which  are  charming  and  felicitous,  and  many  other  things 
of  the  same  kind;  all  of  this  was  due  to  my  diligence  in  asking 
questions  and  reading  ancient  histories,  and  the  works  of  our  fore- 
fathers. In  these  treasuries  which  I  have  mentioned  I  ohtained 
very  many  combinations  of  sentences,  and  compound  words,  and 
abbreviations,  and  paraphrases,  and  strong  expressions,  and  euphe- 
misms, and  derivations,  and  combinations,  and  the  meanings  of 
words,  and  sarcastic  expressions,  and  double  entenclres,  and  cryptic- 
expressions,  and  so  forth.  Moreover,  I  saw  that  there  are  many 
grammatical  rules  lying  hidden  in  the  Malay  language.  Whenever 
I  came  across  a  new  word  in  religious  works  or  stories  or  poetry, 
I  immediately  went  to  see  one  of  those  men,  and  with  much  respect 
and  humility  asked  them  the  meaning  of  the  word,  and  its  use  and 
derivation,  and  how  to  employ  it.  Sometimes  I  made  them  laugh^ 
because  on  account  of  one  word  I  would  go  such  a  distance  as  from 
my  home  to  theirs,  and  they  would  say,  "  You  will  soon  acquire 
this  knowledge,  because  of  your  zeal  and  diligence." 

Now  there  were  also  many  words  which  I  found  in  religious 
Ijooks  and  histories  which  they  had  never  heard,  and  did  not  know 
their  meaning,  and  they  showed  me  where  I  could  inquire,  namely 
from  Datok  Sulaiman,  a  Malay  of  good  birth,  who  lived  in  Kam- 
pong  Hulu,  and  from  him  I  learned  the  roots  and  origins  of  the 
Mala}'  language.  At  the  time  when  I  used  to  go  to  him,  Datok 
SLdainiaifs  age  was  about  eighty  or  ninety  years;  he  was  a  man  of 
])ure  Malay  origin,  and  was  a  man  of  education  and  good  family. 
Then  there  was  another  man,  named  Datok  Astur,  who  was  the 
sanu'  age :  neither  of  them  was  willing  to  abandon  the  original 
Malay  costumes,  even  until  ll\e  day  of  tlieir  doatli,  for  tliey  wore  the 
turban,  and  the  coat  calhid  Lah-nuh,  and  the  skirt  witliont  trousers. 
Tiic  men  whom  I  have  mentioned  aJvovc  used  io  learn  from  tlu^se 
two  old  men,  and  asked  them  questions  about  the  language  and 
curious  Jiames  whi(;h  they  found  in  histories  and  nOigious  books. 

]S'ow  all  of  l.licsc  \m\\\  were;  my  [(^jwIkm's,  and  explained  to  nu- 
nil  tlie  niysteri(!S  of  the  MaJay  language,  and  it  was  they  who  told 
me  that  tJhc  MaJay  language!  has  its  own  grammar  aiul  (hH^lensions 
;iiid  parsing:  and  also  that  there  are  nuinv  marks  foi"  punetuatiou 
ihc  hciii linings  of  sentences,  aiul  Nowel  signs  ahoNC  and  helow  : 
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and  also  there  are  some  words  which  when  pronounced  empha- 
tically have  one  meaning-,  but  have  another  meaning  when  pro- 
nounced without  emphasis;  and  also  there  are  various  ornaments 
of  speech,  each  in  its  proper  place,  all  of  which  are  quite  complete 
in  the  Malay  language  and  sound  nicely.  But  they  said,  "  There 
is  no  expert,  that  is,  no  skilful  person,  who  could  arrange  and 
determine  the  rules  of  the  Malay  language.''  It  was  there  that  I 
obtained  all  final  decisions  in  regard  to  words. 

For  a  long  time  I  went  there  over  and  over  again,  to  learn 
about  the  things  which  I  have  mentioned.  I  was  about  a  year  and 
nine  months,  and  then  my  teacher  returned  to  the  mercy  of  God. 
As  a  result,  my  studies  ceased,  since  at  that  time  it  was  impossible 
to  find  in  Malacca  anyone  who  knew  more  than  he  did  about  the 
Malay  language;  and  for  that  reason  I  felt  disheartened  about 
learning  from  any  one  else,  but  merely  asked  questions  of  the  other 
men  whom  I  have  mentioned,  for  they  knew  and  heard  and  saw^ 
more  than  I  did;  and  if  they  were  to  tie  knots  with  their  feet,  I 
could  not  undo  them  with  my  hands;  moreover  I  knew  that  there 
is  a  great  difi^erence  between  a  man  who  has  a  teacher  and  one  who 
is  a  mere  imitator. 

A  few  days  after  the  death  of  my  teacher  who  had  taught  me 
the  Malay  language,  I  was  sitting  and  just  doing  my  writing  in  my 
grief  without  doing  any  study,  when  by  the  help  of  God  there  came 
an  Arab  from  the  district  of  Yemen,  a  Sheikh ;  this  man  was  expert 
in  reading  the  Koran,  and  his  name  was  Muallim  Muhai'd-din- 
When  the  people  of  Malacca  heard  him  read  the  Koran,  they  were 
all  amazed,  as  if  they  had  heard  the  music  of  heaven,  for  he  read 
according  to  the  rules  of  rhythm,  the  long  and  short  sounds  just  as 
if  they  were  measured;  so  everyone  was  eager  to  go  and  learn  from 
him.  He  replied,  "  I  am  going  to  sail  to  Java,  so  I  cannot  teach 
anyone  here.''  Then  ^a  number  of  old  men  went  and  requested  him 
that  he  would  stay  a  year  at  Malacca,  because  a  number  of  people 
wished  to  read  with  him.  He  replied,  "  If  I  can  get  any  profit 
here,  I  will  remain;  for  I  have  a  family  at  Acheen,  and  for  that 
reason  I  have  come  here  to  earn  a  living  for  them."  They  all  con- 
sulted together,  and  made  an  agreement  that  w^lioever  should  read 
for  a  year  should  pay  five  dollars  each,  and  they  were  all  willing  to 
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pay ;  and  so  I  and  forty  or  fifty  others  all  read  the  Koran  with  him. 
Xow  our  former  method  of  reading  was  all  reconstructed  from  the 
beginning,  and  he  gave  us  rules  for  reading;  so  by  the  mercy  of 
God  and  the  blessing  of  my  teacher,  I  continued  for  a  year  diligent- 
ly reading  the  Koran,  and  succeeded  in  acquiring  what  he  taught. 
Then  for  the  first  time  the  reading  of  Malacca  people  became 
famous,  but  before  that  time  they  were  not  renowned,  for  they  did 
not  know  the  rules,  neither  the  long  and  short  sounds,  nor  the 
stress,  nor  the  pause,  nor  the  quaver,  and  so  forth.  After  that  a 
great  many  presents'  were  made  to  him,  and  he  received  more  than 
the  gifts  mentioned  above;  he  was  quite  pleased,  and  with  many 
prayers  for  us  he  sailed  back  again  to  Acheen. 

When  I  had  finished  learning  to  read  the  Koran,  a  few  days 
later  there  came  a  learned  man,  an  Arab,  who  was  a  saiyid,  named 
Saiyid  Shaikh  bin  Alwi,  of  the  tribe  Bafakih;  he  was  a  great 
scholar  in  the  Malay  language,  but  more  particularly  in  Arabic. 
When  he  arrived  in  Malacca,  everyone  was  amazed  to  hear  all  the 
problems  which  he  explained,  and  the  number  of  questions  he  asked 
which  nobody  could  answer.    But  he  was  a  poor  man.    Wlien  the 
people  of  Malacca  saw^  that,  they  were  all  eager  to  learn,  so  in  his 
case  also  the  old  men  made  a  plan,  providing  that  everyone  who 
wished  to  learn  would  pay  him  five  dollars  a  year  each.    I  was  the 
first  man  who  put  my  signature  to  his  written  agreement,  and  I 
read  witli  him;  there  were  fifty  or  sixty  others  who  read  with  me. 
The  first  book  which  we  studied  was  an  original  work  called  TJmmu 
'1-Barahin  explaining  the  essence  of  God  and  the  attributes  of  God, 
and  His  riches,  and  the  glory  of  God,  and  how  we  ought  to  act 
towiirds  ilim,  and  bow  we  may  know  our  umvorthiness  and  weak- 
ness, and  so  on.    After  reading  for  a  few  days,  we  finished  the 
hook;  and  th(!ii  we  began  to  read  a  1)ook  on  Fakili,  that  is  Moham- 
jnefhm  hiw,  and  how  to  worsbip,  and  so  forth;  al'ter  tliat  we  learned 
all  sorts  of  sciences,  and  userul  narratives,  and  such  as  teach  good 
ideas  and   i idcl ligcncc ;  now  all  Ibese  books  were  in  the  Malay 
langnagc.    Wy  the  grace  of  (iod  and  tbrougli  tlie  lielp  of  my  teaclier 
I  irot  to  uiidcrsland  more  or  1es«  of  all  tlve  tilings  wliich  I  have 
inontioncil  :  ;ind  1  (oMrniucd  to  stndy  all  that  for  about  a  year  or 
inorr-.      ( 'oin nicncj n^'   I'l-oni   Ibal    time   Ibe  ev(>s  of  the  ])eo|)l(i  of 
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Malacca  be^an  to  be  opened;  preA^ious  to  that  there  was  not  one- 
man  in  a  hundred  who  knew  all  that,  for  they  paid  no  attention  to 
such  things.  And  while  that  Arab  was  at  Malacca,  all  the  other 
scholars  shut  up  their  books,  for  they  did  not  dare  to  ask  questions 
or  reply  to  him.  When  the  agreement  had  expired,  he  sailed  for 
Java;  and  he  is  still  living  at  the  present  time  in  the  town  of 
Sumenap,  greatly  beloved,  and  he  is  teacher  to  the  Sultan  of 
Sumenap. 

Moral.  There  is  one  remarkable  thing,  moreover  I  am  amazed 
to  see  and  consider  the  condition  of  our  Malay  people,  that  they 
are  not  aware  of  their  own  condition,  and  remain  in  ignorance^ 
because  they  will  not  study  their  own  language,  and  do  not  want 
to  establish  schools  to  teach  it;  this  is  beyond  my  comprehension, 
for  how  can  those  wJio  do  not  study  it  become  proficient  themselves  ? 
Do  not  all  other  races  in  the  world  study  their  own  languages, 
except  only  the  Malays  ?  Moreover  they  say,  "  What  is  the  good  of 
studying  it,  for  that  is  our  own  language;  and  it  is  only  useful  in 
this  world.  It  is  better  to  study  the  Arabic  language,  which  is 
useful  in  this  world  and  the  next."  That  no  doubt  is  true;  but  I 
wonder  how  one  can  know  the  language  of  other  people  before  one 
knows  one's  own  language.  And  yet  they  converse  in  the  Malay 
language,  they  buy  and  sell,  and  send  letters,  and  write  their  replies 
in  the  Malay  language  too ;  never  did  I  see  either  Malays  or  Babas 
or  people  of  any  other  race  using  the  Arabic  language  in  their 
business,  either  in  trade,  or  keeping  accounts  or  in  correspondence, 
but  they  all  use  their  own  languages,  except  in  their  worship  and 
their  prayers. 
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Chapter  4. 

THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  MALACCA  FORT. 

From  this  time  I  liad  no  other  occupation  except  reading  and 
writing.  After  a  little  while^  the  ]iews  suddenly  spread  in  Malacca 
that  the  English  were  going  to  destroy  the  Malacca  Fort.  But 
people  of  all  the  different  races  in  Malacca  did  not  believe  it  pos- 
sible that  the  Fort  could  easily  be  destroyed;  and  one  man  said, 
"  It  will  not  be  finished  in  tlie  life  time  of  this  Resident.^^  The 
reason  why  they  thought  this,  was  the  strength  of  the  Fort,  and  its 
construction,  and  the  hardness  of  the  stone  of  which  it  was  built ; 
for  all  these  reasons  it  did  not  enter  into  their  heads  that  it  could 
be  quickly  destroyed.  People  had  all  sorts  of  ideas;  some  said, 
"  This  time  all  the  poor  in  Malacca  can  get  rich  from  the  wages 
they  will  get  for  demolishing  the  Fort."  Others  said,  "  If  they 
meddle  with  this  Fort  at  all  a  great  many  people  will  die,  because 
there  are  plenty  of  evil  spirits  and  devils  in  the  Fort."  And  some 
people  said,  "  It  is  because  the  English  are  very  shrewd,  that  is 
w^hy  they  are  going  to  destroy  the  Fort;  for  if  the  Fort  should  get 
into  the  hands  of  any  other  nation,  they  miglit  fight  for  a  long 
time  and  could  not  take  it,  for  the  Fort  is  so  strong  and  cleverly 
built." 

Nov/  the  following  is  the  dc  ^^cription  of  the  Malacca  Fort  as  I 
saw  it  by  walking  over  it  and  going  down  into  the  earth;  il:  was 
made  of  granite  stoiios  of  a  pni'plc  color,  some  of  which  were  six 
feet  long,  ajid  some  tlu'cc  feci  :  and  llicse  sioncs  wove  verv  smooth 
and  flat,  as  if  i]i(;y  liad  been  planed.  l^'roni  wli.d  I  lieard,  the 
stones  all  (rame  i'foni  i^)atu  Rabat,  wliei'e  tliey  wcvc  hewn  out  by 
(^hinese  workmen,  under  Die  orders  of  the  I Nn'higuese,  and  that  is 
why  thai  place  is  called  l.aln  I'ahal  np  to  the  pi'csent  tinu\ 

The  I^'ori  lies  sloping  inwards  a  little,  and  the  wall  has  a  round 
cornice  all  along  it.    'I'ln'  l^'oi't  is  sipiai'c.  bnt  it  has  eight,  bastions. 
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and  the  width  of  each  bastion  is  either  ten  or  twelve  or  thirteen 
fathoms  (60-78  feet),  and  in  them  the  cannon  are  arranged  all 
around,  and  for  the  whole  length  of  the  Fort  the  thickness  is  two 
and  a  half  fathoms  (15').  In  each  bastion  there  is  a  casemate 
belovf  the  ground,  fitted  up  complete  with  a  well  and  stables;  and 
from  inside  the  wall  of  the  Fort,  there  is  a  road  by  which  one  can 
walk  around,  and  at  the  bastions  there  are  gates  by  which  one  can 
go  out.  The  height  of  the  wall  of  the  Fort  is  about  ten  fathoms 
(60')  that  can  be  seen  above  the  ground,  and  "it  is  said  that  the  wall 
goes  down  into  the  earth  as  far  as  its  height.  At  the  time  when 
they  were  going  to  pull  it  down,  they  dug  down,  and  I  saw  it  was 
seven  or  eight  fathoms  deep,  but  they  had  not  yet  reached  the 
bottom. 

The  Fort  had  four  gates :  one  of  these  was  the  big  gate,  at  the 
side  of  the  big  bridge,  and  in  the  big  gate  there  was  also  a  little  gate 
by  which  people  went  in  and  out  after  eight  o'clock  at  night. 
About  ten  or  fifteen  fathoms  (60'-90')  to  the  right,  there  wa& 
another  gate,  where  goods  were  taken  in  and  out,  and  horses  and 
carriages  all  went  that  way.  At  both  of  these  two  gates  there  were 
sepoy  sentries  on  guard.  Then  on  the  side  towards  Bukit  China 
there  was  a  small  gate,  and  on  the  side  towards  Bandar  Hilir  there 
was  a  gate,  almost  exactly  like  the  big  gate. 

There  were  also  three  bridges;  first  the  big  bridge  on  the  way 
towards  the  town  of  Malacca;  secondly,  a  bridge  called  the  small 
bridge,  on  the  road  to  Bukit  China ;  and  thirdly,  the  bridge  towards- 
Bandar  Hilir.  The  bridges  which  I  have  mentioned  were  all  so 
constructed  that  they  could  be  lifted  up  on  both  sides ;  and  at  night 
the  bridges  were  lifted;  also  if  there  should  be  any  disturbance,  or 
war,  or  such  like,  they  lifted  up  the  bridges.  And  if  large  vessels- 
wanted  to  enter  the  river,  they  had  to  pay  duty,  and  similarly  when 
they  went  out. 

All  around  the  Fort  there  was  made  a  breastwork  of  earth, 
with  a  thickness  of  two  fathoms  (12')  ;  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
breastwork  there  were  placed  iron  spikes  sticking  up,  and  on  the 
other  side  of  the  spikes  there  was  a  ditch  about  five  fathoms  (30') 
wide,  and  the  same  depth ;  and  the  water  could  be  let  in  or  out,  the 
sluice  gate  being  at  the  small  bridge  towards  Bukit  China,  and  the 
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water  was  let  out  into  the  sea  from  the  Hilir  bridge.  On  the  edge 
of  the  bridge  all  round  there  were  planted  angsana  trees;  and  in 
the  ditch  there  were  many  crocodiles,  and  siakap  and  jumpul  fish, 
and  lobsters. 

On  the  top  of  the  Fort,  at  intervals  of  about  two  fathoms 
(12'),  the  cannon  were  placed,  and  sentry  boxes  for  the  sepoys  on 
g-uard;  it  was  like  that  all  around  the  Fort.  After  six  o'clock  in 
the  eyening,  no  one  was  allowed  to  enter  the  Fort  any  more,  but 
they  could  only  go  out;  and  when  the  clock  struck  eight,  a  gun  v^as 
fired  and  the  drawbridge  was  lifted  up.  If  one  went  without  carry- 
ing a  light,  one  was  arrested;  and  if  any  one  did  not  answer  when 
called  out,  they  fired  from  the  top  of  the  Fort.  The  width  of  the 
road  around  the  Fort  was  ten  or  twelve  fathoms  (60'-72')  to  the 
bank  of  the  river;  and  on  the  bank  of  the  river  piles  were  driven 
everywhere,  and  angsana  trees  were  planted  about  every  six  or  seven 
fathoms  (36'-42'),  as  far  as  the  small  bridge. 

Inside  of  the  Malacca  Fort  there  was  a  hill,  and  this  hill  was 
of  medium  height,  neither  very  high  nor  very  low;  and  on  the  top 
of  that  hill  there  was  the  Dutch  Church.  This  church  was  origin- 
ally the  chureh  of  the  Portuguese,  but  when  the  Dutch  took  Malacca 
they  made  it  their  church,  and  just  below  the  church  was  the  place 
where  the  Dutch  buried  their  dead.  The  Malacca  Fort  was  orgin- 
ally  built  by  the  Portuguese.  The  reason  why  I  know  that,  is 
because  the  statue  of  the  man  who  built  the  fort  is  in  front  of  the 
gate  of  the  Fort;  and  I  see  that  he  looks  like  a  Portuguese.  That 
statue  is  of  cement,  and  is  in  relief,  and  stands  as  high  as  a  child; 
and  the  statue  of  which  I  speak  still  exists  on  the  Bandar  Hilir  gate, 
but  the  gate  towards  Malacca  was  demolished  by  Mr.  Farquhar. 
The  name  of  the  churcli  on  the  hill  was  called  in  the  Portuguese 
language  San  Paulo. 

At  tlie  side  of  the  clinrch  there  is  a  government  garden,  in 
whicli  l)oautiful  things  are  ])hintcd ;  fruit  trees,  and  flowers,  and  all 
kijids  of  veg(!tabl('s.  In  that  gai'dcii  tlien^  is  a  well,  I  don't  know 
how  nniny  Imndrcd  fathoms  deep,  it  is  so  deep  that  you  cannot  see 
the  water;  hiii  if  yoii  throw  a  stone  down,  it  is  not  until  after  an 
interval  that  yon  hear  tlu;  sound.  ()uisi(l(i  the  garden  there  is 
jiiiol.lici-  well,  wliicli  is  just  ms  dec)).    On  the  side  of  tlu!  hill  is  the 
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Resident's  house,  a  very  beautiful  building ;  to  reach  the  Eesident's 
house  you  can  go  under  ground  under  the  hill,  and  also  there  is  a 
gate  from  there  by  which  you  can  go  through  as  far  as  the  river. 

At  the  back  of  the  government  garden  is  the  place  vi^here  Raja 
Haji  wsis  buried;  he  was  a  powerful  Malay  prince,  originally  of 
Bugis  descent,  and  his  wife  was  named  Ratu  Mas ;  and  it  was  this 
prince  who  came  and  attacked  Malacca  in  the  time  of  the  Dutch. 
That  was  about  sixty  years  ago  or  more.  He  very  nearly  took  the 
town  of  Malacca;  the  district  around  Malacca  and  all  the  villages 
fell  into  his  hands,  and  it  was  only  just  the  town  of  Malacca  itself 
that  he  did  not  take.  At  that  time  people  of  all  nationalities  in 
Malacca  fought  to  help  the  Dutch,  Malays,  Tamils,  Chinese,  and 
Portuguese,  all  fought  under  their  own  Captains  and  leaders. 
They  fought  for  some  years,  and  the  Raja  Haji  was  killed  by  a 
bullet  at  a  place  called  Tanjong  Palas;  afterwards  the  Dutch  took 
his  body,  and  buried  it  behind  the  garden  which  I  have  mentioned, 
and  I  have  heard  it  said  that  the  place  was  a  pig  stye.  Then  about 
twenty  or  thirty  years  afterwards,  the  descendants  of  Raja  Haji 
came  from  Lingga  and  Riau  to  Malacca,  and  asked  permission  of 
the  English  Resident  to  remove  his  tomb  to  Riau;  permission  was- 
given,  and  they  took  him  away.  The  war  of  Raja  Haji  is  a  very 
long  story,  and  if  I  should  tell  it,  my  work  would  be  delayed,  so  we 
will  just  reserve  that. 

On  the  side  of  the  hill  is  the  place  where  the  prison  was,  which 
the  Malays  call  Mishurdi;  this  is  the  Portuguese  word  Misericordia, 
and  means  "pity;^^  and  there  was  another  called  Trongho,  which 
means  the  place  of  the  stocks,  and  is  also  Portuguese.  Inside  that 
there  was  another  place  called  Trongho  Glap,  the  dark  prison,  in 
which  those  w^ho  had  committed  great  cnimes  were  incarcerated,, 
and  there  day  and  night  were  just  alike.  Alongside  of  that  there 
was  a  house  in  which  were  kept  the  instruments  for  killing  and 
torturing  people,  and  that  place  was  called  Tratu;  they  were  laid 
face  down  on  a  bench,  and  all  their  joints  hammered  until  they 
were  broken,  and  afterwards  they  were  hung  at  Pulau  J awa.  There 
were  also  the  instruments  for  branding,  which  were  heated  red  hot, 
the  iron  being  a  little  larger  than  a  dollar,  and  they  were  branded 
between  the  shoulder  blades,  and  the  smoke  came  out  in  clouds,. 
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with  a  smell  of  biirjiing  ;  and  after  that  the  chains  were  put  on. 
Then  there  was  the  place  for  strangling;  and  there  was  the  barrel 
in  which  people  were  rolled.  Now  the  barrel  had  nails  driven  in 
all  around,  the  points  of  the  nails  being  inside,  and  whoever  com- 
mitted an  unnatural  crime  was  put  in  the  barrel  and  rolled  around 
the  town  until  his  flesh  was  torn  to  pieces;  but  I  never  saw  this 
done,  and  have  only  heard  the  story  from  old  people.  The  instru- 
ment, however,  was  really  there,  for  I  saw  the  barrel  full  of  nails. 
In  that  place  there  were  all  sorts  of  instruments  and  punishments, 
all  of  which  were  the  things  used  by  the  Dutch  for  torturing  and 
punishing  people.  All  these  implements  and  the  stocks,  etc.  have 
heen  thrown  away  and  burned  up,  and  the  dark  dungeon  destroyed ; 
for  at  the  time  of  the  war  at  Batavia,  when  Lord  Minto  came  to 
Malacca,  he  abolished  those  wicked  and  cruel  customs,  and  had 
■everything  thrown  into  the  sea. 

I  will  now  go  badk  to  tell  how  the  Eesident,  Mr.  Farquhar, 
undertook  to  destroy  the  Fort  of  Malacca.  He  engaged  coolies  in 
Malacca,  of  all  nationalities,  and  ordered  them  to  demolish  the 
Fort,  beginning  towards  Bukit  China.  Hundreds  of  coolies  tried 
to  break  one  piece  of  stone,  but  could  not  do  so  in  two  or  three 
days;  for  all  the  workmen  were  afraid,  because  they  imagined  and 
really  believed  that  there  were  many  ghosts  and  devils  in  the  Fort, 
and  because  of  those  ideas  many  of  them  had  all  sorts  of  dreams, 
and  some  of  them  are  said  to  have  been  slapped  by  the  devils,  and  to 
have  vomited  blood  and  died,  and  had  all  sorts  of  illness;  so  the 
workmen  were  more  and  more  afraid,  and  had  to  be  paid  more  and 
]nore.  Xow  all  of  that  is  quite  false,  but  because  they  firmly 
believed  it  and  were  afraid,  they  brought  this  trouble  on  them- 
selves. Tbe  mortar  which  adhered  to  the  stones  appeared  and 
smelt  as  if  it  had  been  just  put  on.  Then  the  Eesident  saw  that 
it  was  very  difliciilt  to  1)reak  the  stones,  he  had  them  dig  under  the 
foundations  of  the  Fort,  and  they  dug  down  very  deep  but  could  not 
lind  them;  if  you  measured  down  below  the  earth  equal  to  the 
hoiglit  of  the  wall,  even  then  you  would  not  come  to  the  foil ndai  ions. 
After  that  they  stopped  the  work  of  searching  for  the  Ion luhd ions 
of  the  Fort.  JIc  then  ordered  them  to  demolish  on  the  sea  side, 
and  a  great  many  h()(!S  and  spades  and  crowhars  and  otlier  implc- 
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luerits  were  broken :  and  this  work  cntftiled  a  great  deal  of  sickness, 
.and  many  men  were  afraid  to  work  becanse  many  were  sick  and 
■died.  So  the  wages  had  still  to  be  increased,  and  those  who  had 
been  paid  lialf  a  rupee  received  a  rupee,  and  even  that  they  would 
not  take :  it  was  very  ditHcult  work  to  demolish  the  Fort.  At  that 
time  most  of  tlie  people  of  Malacca  thought  that  the  English  would 
not  succeed  in  destroying  the  Fort  on  account  of  its  strength,  and 
^dso  because  there  were  so  mar.)-  ghosts  and  devils. 

After  about  three  months  had  passed  with  all  this  sickness  and 
trouble,  and  many  people  dying,  and  falling  down  and  breaking 
their  legs  and  arms,  suddenly  the  news  came  that  the  Eesident  had 
■ordered  a  hole  to  be  dug  in  the  bastion  on  the  sea  side,  in  order  to 
put  in  hoxe^  of  gunpowder  and  fired  them.  Everyone  was  sur- 
prised, and  said,  "  We  don't  know  how  it  will  be  done.''  Hundreds 
of  people  Avent  to  see  it,  and  I  also  intruded,  and  went  to  see.  I 
■  saw  they  had  actually  sunk  a  shaft  about  six  feet  square,  and  very 
deep.  When  they  had  reached  the  proper  depth,  they  dug  out  a 
niche  at  the  side  of  the  hole  for  about  six  feet;  then  they  put  in 
Ijoxes  of '  gunpowder,  and  inserted  a  fuse  under  ground,  the  length 
of  the  fuse  being  more  than  ten  fathoms  (60')  ;  this  was  made  with 
■cloth,  with  gunpowder  inside,  and  was  as  thick  as  one's  big  toe. 
Afterwards  the  hole  was  tilled  in,  and  rammed  tight  with  stones 
and  earth.  The  work  of  digging  this  one  hole  took  ten  or  twenty 
men  five  or  six  days.  After  that  a  gong  was  beaten  to  warn  people 
that  the  next  day  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  no  one  could  go 
.across  the  river,  and  those  who  had  houses  near  there  were  told  to 
removed  to  houses  further  off.  On  the  next  day  Mr.  Farquhar 
came  on  horse  back,  holding  a  slow-match  in  his  hand,  and  he  told 
people  to  go  up  on  the  Fort  and  drive  people  away  on  the  other 
side,  and  the  people  ]"an  helter-skelter.  Immediately  after  that  he 
lit  the  fuse  and  then  spurred  his  horse.  After  about  ten  minutes, 
the  gunpowder  exploded  with  a  sound  like  thunder,  and  the  stones 
of  the  Fort  were  thrown  up  as  big  as  houses,  and  some  as  big  as 
elephants,  flying  up  into  the  sea ;  and  some  of  tlie  stones  flew  right 
across  the  river  and  struck  the  houses.  Everyone  was  startled  to 
hear  the  sound,  and  greatly  amazed,  for  in  all  their  lives  they  had 
never  heard  such  a  noise,  and  also  to  see  the  tremendous  power  of 
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the  gunpowder,  so  that  it  could  raise  stones  as  big  as  a  house. 
Then  for  the  first  time  they  all  believed  that  the  Fort  could  be 
destroyed  by  the  English;  and  they  shook  their  heads  and  said. 
These  white  men  are  certainly  very  clever  and  skilful ;  but  it  is  a 
great  pity  that  such  a  beautiful  fort  as  this  should  be  destroyed 
in  a  moment ;  if  they  wanted  to  repair  it,  it  is  impossible  to  say  how 
many  years  it  will  take  to  make  it  like  that  again."  Now  the  Fort 
was  the  glory  of  the  town  of  Malacca,  and  when  the  Fort  was  des- 
troyed the  town  of  Malacca  lost  its  glory,  like  a  woman  whose 
husband  is  dead,  her  face  has  no  longer  its  glory.  But  this  happen- 
ed by  the  decree  of  God,  which  is  a  sign  that  this  world  is  not 
eternal;  the  things  which  exist  are  brought  to  naught,  and  the 
things  which  are  not  are  created,  and  everything  changes.  Now 
when  the  Fort  was  demolished  the  stones  were  taken  everywhere;, 
some  were  used  for  building  houses  in  Malacca,  and  some  were 
taken  to  Batavia  when  the  Dutch  were  here  recently,  and  some  were 
taken  to  Eiau,  and  the  English  took  some  on  board  ship  for  Dal- 
iast,  and  half  of  them  were  sunk  in  the  river,  and  some  remained 
piled  u.p  in  heaps,  and  are  still  there,  and  are  being  taken  away  by 
people  every  day. 

Six  or  seven  days  later  they  were  going  to  blow  up  the  bastion 
on  the  side  towards  the  town  (Kampong  Ivling),  and  the  gong  was 
beaten  to  tell  everybody  to  go  back  far  away  from  their  houses.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  river  was  the  house  of  Khatib  Musa,  more  than 
twenty  fathoms  (120')  beyond  the  river.  Everybody  had  gone 
away  except  his  servant,  named  Basir,  and  a  man  named  Mebarak, 
and  his  son  named  Ibrahim.  All  of  them  were  concealed  on  the 
staging  in  order  to  see  the  sight.  Then  they  set  fire  to  the  fuse, 
and  everybody  ran  away.  In  a  moment  the  gunpowder  exploded 
Avith  a  great  noise,  and  the  stones  came  flying  in  lumps  as  big  as 
elephants,  and  struck  the  staging.  The  staging  fell  down,  and  the 
men  who  were  concealed  there  were  all  overwhelmed  by  the  stones 
and  covered  with  sand.  Immediately  there  was  a  loud  cry,  saying. 
"  There  was  four  or  live  persons  killed,  (;rushcd  by  the  stones  of  tlu^ 
Fort."  Everybody  ran,  and  I  also  i-;m  io  see,  tliougli  at  that  lime 
my  niollici-  liiid  told  me  to  go  lialf  a,  mile  away.  When  I  reached 
tiie  ])laee,  I  round  in  llie  middle  of  (he  house  a  man  eating,  named 
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Abdul  Satar^  a  Pelekat  man,  and  a  splinter  of  stone  from  the  Fort 
liad  come  and  strnck  his  forehead,  and  wounded  him.  I  went 
inside  and  found  the  boy  B'asir;  only  his  foot  could  be  seen, 
.and  on  his  body  I  saw  the  stones  from  the  Fort  were  piled  up^  some 
•of  them  a  fathom  in  length  and  some  two  or  three  cubits,  some 
•eight  or  nine  stones  lay  on  him.  A  number  of  people  got  him  out, 
4rind  it  was  found  that  he  still  had  life  in  him,  about  as  much  as  a 
lish,  Tambi  Ibrahim  was  found  with  three  stones  on  his  leg,  each 
•of  them  a  fathom  long,  and  covered  with  earth;  the  stones  and 
earth  were  taken  away,  and  it  was  found  that  one  leg  was  broken 
into  three  pieces  and  was  dangling  down;  he  was  carried  away  on 
a  man's  back  to  Kampong  Pali.  His  friend  Meharak  was  also 
<'0vered  with  earth  and  stones,  and  they  got  him  out,  but  the  bones 
of  his  leg  were  crushed  and  dangling  down ;  so  they  took  him  to  the 
liouse  of  the  English  Doctor.  Basir  died  immediately,  but  Tambi 
Ibrahim  and  Mebarak  were  treated,  and'  God  has  spared  their  lives 
until  the  present  time,  but  both  of  them  are  lame.  What  could  be 
<lone?  For  they  had  got  into  danger  by  their  own  carelessness, 
but  everyone  felt  sorry  for  them.  When  the  people  of  Malacca  saw 
wdiat  had  happened  they  were  all  afraid,  and  when  next  the  Fort 
was  to  be  blown  up,  they  all  left  their  houses  and  ran  away,  and 
.all  the  children  were  driven  far  aAvay. 

.  In  this  way  Mr.  Farquhar  easily  demolished  the  Fort,  and  all 
the  people  Avho  did  not  believe  that  the  Fort  of  Malacca  could  be 
-destroyed  had  their  mouths  closed,  and  could  say  nothing  more. 
And  all  the  ghosts  and  devils  which  were  in  the  brains  of  those 
people  flew  awa}?",  and  returned  to  the  place  whence  they  c-.\me, 
being  afraid  of  the  smoke  of  the  gunpowder.  Thus  the  beautiful 
Fort  of  Malacca  was  entirely  destroyed,  being  all  blown  up  by 
gunpowder;  but  if  it  had  been  demolished  one  stone  at  a  time,  the' 
work  would  not  have  been  finished  yet. 
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Chapter  5. 

THE  STORY  OF  ME.  FAEQUHAE,  AND  AN  ELEPHANT 

DEIVE. 

The  people  of  Malacca,  of  all  the  four  races,  were  very  fond 
of  Mr.  Farqnhar,  and  all  were  glad  to  have  him  as  Eesident.  At 
that  time  the  town  of  Malacca  was  in  peace,  and  a  great  many 
people  from  other  countries  came  and  went,  coming  from  all  direc- 
tions to  trade  at  Malacca,  and  even  the  poor  got  a  good  living,  but 
especially  the  rich.  At  that  time  one  had  to  pay  very  high  wages 
to  Malacca  men  for  sailing  to  other  countries  or  to  work  there,  but 
many  people  from  other  countries  came  to  Malacca  to  earn  a  living, 
and  had  their  families  there;  for  which  reason  many  children  were 
born  in  Malacca.  The  laws  and  customs  were  good;  every  nation- 
ality had  their  own  Captain,  and  each  Captain  had  headmen  under 
him,  who  settled  all  complaints  and  disturbances,  but  if  they  could 
not  settle  anything,  it  was  then  taken  to  the  law  courts.  Though 
the  town  was  under  British  rule,  the  laws  and  customs  were  like 
those  of  Holland,  and  the  customs  in  regard  to  trials,  and  the 
names  of  officials  were  all  according  to  the  Dutch  language. 

Some  time  after  that,  the  Eesident,  Mr.  Farquhar,  received 
the  title  of  Colonel,  and  after  he  was  styled  Colonel,  a  European 
sentry  was  on  guard  under  his  house,  whereas  formerly  there  was  a 
Sepoy.  One  day  Col.  Farquhar  was  going  out  for  a  ride  in  his 
carriage  in  the  afternoon;  and  after  his  meal  he  went  down  the 
stairs  of  his  liouse.  Tlu;  European  sentry  undei"  his  house  had 
ovirlently  prepared  })y  loading  his  musket  with  Uvu  l)alls,  and  as  the 
('oloricl  cnnu)  down,  he  fired  at  him.  When  the  musket  went  off, 
one  bullet  went  to  the  lel't  and  the  other  passed  to  the  right;  and 
he  wns  startl(!d.  I)nt  since  it  was  not  yet  his  time  to  die,  he  was 
not  kilh'd.  TIk;  disl.aiice  I'roni  Uk;  man  when  \n)  I'wvd  was  only 
alHHit  eight  falhonis  (  IS').     All  Malacca  was  excited,  saying,  "The 
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Eesident  has  been  shot,  under  such  and  such  circumstances/'  The 
European  soldier  was  arrested,  and  put  in  prison;  and  after  a  few 
days,  he  was  sent  to  Bengal,  and  I  never  heard  what  was  done  to> 
him. 

I  will  now  describe  how  the  Eesident,  Mr.  Farquhar,  had  some^ 
elephants  caught.  At  that  time  a  man  came  to  Malacca  from 
Terangganu,  who  was  called  The  Elephant  Magician;  he  M^as  origin- 
ally a  Kedali  man,  and  knew  about  elephants  and  all  sorts  of  magic. 
He  came  to  Malacca  to  look  for  that  kind  of  work.  After  he  had 
been  at  Malacca  a  few  days,  the  name  of  The  Elephant  Magician 
became  well  known  as  being  skilled  in  magic,  and  every  day  he  was 
wandering  about  in  the  forests.  One  day  he  came  to  the  house  of 
Enchek  Sulong,  who  at  that  time  was  foreman  to  Mr.  Farquhar, 
and  if  Mr.  Farquhar  had  any  work  to  do,  he  employed  him  as 
headman,  for  he  had  known  him  from  the  time  when  the  Fort  was- 
demolished.  The  Elephant  Magician  spoke  to  Enchek  Sulong  say- 
ing, "  There  are  a  great  many  elephants  in  the  forests  of  Malacca, 
and  if  the  Eesident  will  give  me  an  order  to  catch  elephants,  I  can 
capture  as  many  as  he  wants."  When  he  heard  this,  he  went  and 
told  Mr.  Farquhar  that  The  Elephant  Magician  professed  to  be  able 
to  catch  elephants,  and  the  Eesident  said,  If  he  really  professes  ta 
do  so,  I  w^ill  allow^  him,  and  he  can  go  and  catch  them.''  Enchek 
Sulong  went  back  and  told  the  Elephant  Magician  what  the  Eesi- 
dent had  said,  and  he  was  delighted.  So  Enchek  Sulong  brought 
him  to  the  Eesident,  and  he  agreed  to  do  it,  and  said,  "  Sir,  I  will, 
go  into  the  jungle,  and  wherever  I  meet  a  herd  of  elephants,  if  I 
come  and  ask  for  men,  you  must  give  me  some  sixty  or  seventy  men. 
to  help  nie.  And  if  I  get  the  elephants,  how  much  will  you  promise 
to  give  me  ?  "  The  Eesident  replied,  "  Very  well,  if  you  get  the 
elephants,  and  bring  them  alive  into  Malacca,  I  will  pay  you  a. 
hundred  dollars  each."  The  Elephant  Magician  replied,  "All 
right,  sir ;  but  all  the  expenses  of  the  work  you  must  pay ;  and  now 
please  give  me  a  little  money,  for  I  want  to  go  into  the  jungle." 
The  Eesident  answered,  "  ilnchek  Sulong  will  pay  you."  Then  the 
Magician  returned;  and  when  he  was  ready,  he  started  out  with 
two  friends,  so  the  three  of  them  went  into  the  jungle. 
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After  he  had  been  eleven  days  in  the  jnrigle,  he  came  out  and 
went  to  Enchek  Sulong,  saying,  "  I  have  niet  with  a  herd  oJ: 
Elephants,  sixty  in  the  herd ;  and  now  give  me  the  men,  for  I  want 
to  make  the  inclosiire.''  When  this  information  reached  the  Eesi- 
dent,  he  ordered  Enchek  Sulong  to  send  the  Malays  who  lived  in 
those  places,  and  to  pay  them  for  their  labor.  Now  the  name  of 
the  place  where  he  wanted  to  construct  the  inclosure  was  Sa-batu, 
which  was  two  days'  journey  from  Malacca  towards  the  East. 
Then  Enchek  Sulong  gave  him  sixty  or  seventy  men  to  accompany 
him  in  relays,  changing  the  men  every  two  or  three  days. 

The  news  soon  spread  in  Malacca  that  the  Eesident  had  given 
orders  to  catch  elephants,  and  that  an  inclosure  was  now  being 
made  at  Sa-batn,  and  everybody  itched  to  go  and  see  how  it  was 
made,  for  Malacca  people  had  never  in  their  lives  seen  such  a  thing ; 
not  to  mention  what  I  felt  like  at  that  time,  for  if  I  had  been  like 
.a  bird  which  is  provided  with  a  pair  of  Avings,  I  felt  that  at  that 
moment  I  would  fly  away  and  see  it. 

^sTow  I  must  describe  the  construction  of  the  inclosure.  All 
the  men  went  out  to  cut  poles  in  the  jungle,  as  thick  as  a  man's 
thigh,  and  12  cubits  long  (18').  When  the  poles  had  been  col- 
lected, they  were  planted  in  the  ground  close  together,  only  two  or 
three  inches  apart.  The  inclosure  was  square,  each  side  being 
twenty  fathoms  (120').  Then  they  were  pressed  firmly  together, 
and  a  staging  was  made  on  the  fence  of  the  inclosure,  as  a  place 
where  men  could  sit ;  but  the  construction  was  all  very  strong,  and 
the  poles  were  very  big.  When  the  inclosure  had  been  completed, 
its  appearance  was  like  that  of  a  fishing  stake,  the  poles  being  plant- 
ed right  and  left  close  together  for  a  distance  of  a  hundred  fathoms 
right  and  ]eft,  sj)reading  out  more  the  further  it  went.  All  along 
this  fence  baiianas  and  sugar  canes  were  i^lanted  right  up  to  and 
inside  the  inclosure.  Wlien  all  this  was  completed,  tlie  news  caused 
still  grcatcjr  ('X(;it(!in(;nt  in  Malacca,  and  all  the  ]^]uropeans  and  the 
|)(;o))l(;  oi'  the  four  Jiices  went  out  to  see  it,  on  foot  and  in  carriages 
;iiid  on  horseback;  and  I  also  went  with  tliem.  After  travelling  for 
two  dnys,  I  reached  Sa-batu,  and  saw  that  the  inclosure  for  the 
ch-phniits  hjid  h('(!n  vci-y  cl(iV(;rIy  ]na(h!.  Many  pcophi  said,  "This 
I'yhyphant  iVIagiciaii  und(!rstands  charms  and  magic,  and  he  is 
poHHCHHcd  by  a  H])irit,"  all  of  which  is  untrue  and  v(M-y  stu])id. 
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That  ver}^  afternoon  tlie  Elephant  Magician  with  hundreds 
of  men  entered  the  jnngle  to  go  and  drive  the  elephants.  When 
they  met  with  the  herd  of  elephants  they  drove  them  from  a  dis- 
tance, and  for  about  six  or  seven  days  he  was  driving  them,  until 
they  reached  the  fence  where  the  bananas  and  sugar  canes  were 
planted,  and  when  the  elephants  came  to  the  food,  they  did  not  fail 
to  go  straight  ahead.  The  men  who  w^ere  driving  them  came  nearer 
and  nearer,  firing  guns  and  yelling  right  and  left.  The  elephants 
noticed  the  road  getting  narrower,  but  went  right  into  the  inclosure, 
paying  no  attention,  because  they  were  eating  the  bananas  and 
sugar  cane,  and  the  drivers  came  nearer  and  nearer.  At  the  gate 
of  the  inclosure  there  were  men  ready  watching  and  holding  the 
ropes  of  the  gate,  and  when  all  the  elephants  had  gone  in,  they  let 
go  the  mechanism,  and  the  gate  was  shut.  I  counted  the  elephants, 
large  and  small,  male  and  female,  and  there  were  in  all  sixty- two. 
up  on  the  inclosure,  wdth  spears  and  sticks  all  around,  and  when- 
ever the  elephants  took  hold  of  the  inclosure  to  pull  it  down,  they 
stabbed  their  trunks  with  the  sticks,  and  then  they  let  go ;  this  was 
done  all  around  the  inclosure,  stabbing  there  and  beating  here, 
Then  I  climbed  up  on  the  inclosure  to  see,  but  I  was  forbidden; 
they  would  not  allow  anyone  else  to  climb  up,  for  they  said,  "  It 
would  spoil  the  charm."  So  I  went  quietly  to  the  Magician,  and 
offered  him  a  rupee,  and  when  he  felt  it  in  his  hand,  he  said,  "  Hey, 
let  this  man  get  up  quickly.'^  I  smiled  and  said  to  myself,  "  Which 
has  most  power,  the  charms,  or  this  rupee  ?  "  So  they  helped  me 
up  on  to  the  inclosure,  and  put  a  stick  in  my  hand,  saying,  "  When 
the  elephant  catches  hold,  strike  him  quickly ;  "  and  I  did  so.  The- 
way  the  elephants  acted  in  the  inclosure  was  like  a  great  fight,  and 
the  noise  was  like  incessant  thunder.  They  behaved  in  different 
w^ays, — some  pawed  the  ground,  and  some  threw  sand  in  the  air, 
and  some  hurled  logs  and  earth  in  the  air,  roaring,  and  stabbing 
the  inclosure  with  their  tusks.  But  I  noticed  that  they  put  all 
their  young  ones  in  the  middle,  and  the  big  ones  were  all  around. 
The  floor  of  the  whole  inclosure  became  liquid  mud,  two  or  three 
cubits  deep,  because  the  elephants  kept  treading  it  down. 

Men  were  sent  in  haste  to  Malacca  to  inform  the  Eesident,  and 
the  next  day  he  came  with  Dr.  Chalmers  and  all  the  Europeans  in. 


44 


THE  AUTOBIOGKAPHY  OF  MUNSHJ  ABDULLAH. 


carriages.  Wlieii  they  arrived,  they  all  climhed  up  on  the  inclosure 
to  see  the  elephants  continnally  going  round  and  round  the  in- 
closure, looking  for  a  place  to  get  out;  and  wherever  they  took  hold 
they  were  beaten. 

This  went  on  for  six  or  seven  days,  and  they  were  given  nothing 
to  eat,  hut  when  they  were  very  much  inclined  to  break  down  the 
inclosure  tlie  Magician  took  a  little  of  the  stem  of  a  banana,  and  I 
saw  that  he  repeated  something,  and  then  threv/  it  into  the  in- 
closure, and  the  elephants  stopped  to  seize  the  food.  For  this 
reason  I  heard  many  people  say,  "  This  Magician  is  very  clever;  be- 
cause he  repeats  charms,  these  elephants  are  afraid  of  him.''  This 
is  untrue,  and  very  stupid ;  it  is  not  so  at  all,  for  i^he  animals  have 
been  starved  for  several  days,  it  is  a  shame,  and  Avhen  they  get  a 
little  food  they  became  quiet;  a  baby  could  realize  that. 

The  elephants  were  in  the  inclosure  for  about  ten  days,  and 
had  become  weak  from  having  nothing  to  eat  or  drink.  Then  the 
men  made  nooses  of  thick  rattan  rope,  and  pushed  them  through 
into  the  inclosure,  throwing  a  little  banana  stem  into  the  noose;  so 
an  elephant  would  come  and  get  into  the  noose,  and  then  they 
would  jerk  it  and  catch  his  neck,  and  the  rope  would  be  fastened  to 
a  tree.  Afterwards  the  Magician  went  in  and  put  on  the  hobbles, 
tightening  them  right  and  left ;  in  that  way  he  brought  them  out  of 
the  inclosure  one  by  one,  and  hobbled  them;  and  he  continued  this 
until  all  the  elephants  had  been  brought  out  of  the  inclosure,  with- 
out giving  them  anything  to  eat  or  drink,  for  fear  they  should  get 
strong  and  break  the  inclosure  and  the  hobbles.  Even  though  they 
did  things  that  way,  I  noticed  that  several  times  an  elephant  would 
hurl  a  log  at  the  men  on  the  inclosure,  and  roar;  and  if  they  had 
hit  any  one,  it  would  have  broken  his  head.  And  a  great  many 
times  they  tried  to  pull  down  the  inclosure,  twisting  their  trunks 
around  the  posts  of  the  inclosure,  and  shaking  it  so  that  the  whole 
inclosure  swayed;  and  if  they  were  not  quickly  beaten  oi¥  with  a 
stick,  it  would  have  all  fallen  down. 

Most  of  the  Malays  and  Chinese  and  others  believed  in  the 
Magician,  saying,  "  He  is  very  clever  in  the  clepihant  magic,  and 
repeats  a  great  many  prayers,  so  that  all  the  olophants  in  the  jungle 
^ire  afraid  of  ])im,  and  men  too,  much  more."    For  this  reason 
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people  oi!  all  nationalities  asked  him  for  charms  and  vspells  and 
amulets.  According  to  my  way  of  thinlving,  this  is  all  false,  and 
the  people  who  believe  in  it  are  stnpid ;  for  he  does  all  these  things 
simply  by  nsing  his  brains,  and  not  by  charms  or  spells  or  prayers. 

After  that  I  was  sorry  to  hear  that  all  the  elephants  kept 
gradually  dying,  until  there  were  only  six  or  seven  left  that  could 
be  brought  to  Malacca,  and  of  those  only  one  really  lived.  Mr. 
Farquhar  and  Dr.  Chalmers  paid  the  Magician  as  they  had 
promised;  and  all  the  bones  of  the  dead  elephants  were  taken  by 
the  Eesident  and  Dr.  Chalmers,  and  sent  to  England. 

At  Mr.  Farquhar's  house  there  was  kept  a  very  big  tiger. 
This  tiger  was  originally  caught  in  the  jungle  at  Xaning  in  the  fork 
of  a  tree,  when  it  was  only  as  large  as  a  cat,  and  it  was  brought  to 
Malacca  and  presented  to  Mr.  Farquhar.  Afterwards  it  was  kept 
at  his  house  in  the  Fort,  in  a  big  cage  made  of  nilong  palm,  and 
every  day  it  was  given  buifalo  meat;  but  the  meat  w^as  not  given 
raw,  for  fear  it  should  sm:ell  the  blood  and  become  savage,  so  they 
boiled  it  first  and  then  gave  it  to  him.  In  that  way  it  grew  to  be 
big  and  fat,  and  was  as  big  as  a  calf.  Every  day  both  men  and 
women  came  to  see  it,  and  w^hen  they  came  near  the  cage  it  would 
not  keep  quiet,  but  keep  going  round  and  round  in  the  cage;  and 
sometimes  it  w^ould  growl  and  roar,  and  people  were  startled  to 
hear  the  sound  of  its  voice.  One  day  the  tiger's  cage  was  out  of 
repair,  and  a  Chinese  carpenter  was  called  to  repair  it.  The  car- 
penter came  and  peered  in  through  the  bars  of  the  cage,  when 
suddenly  it  gave  the  Chinaman's  face  just  one  slap,  so  that  it  took 
out  one  eye,  wounded  one  side  of  his  face.  The  Chinaman  fell, 
fainting,  as  if  he  were  dead,  and  people  ran  and  told  the  Resident. 
When  the  Eesident  saw  that,  he  was  very  angr}',  and  ordered  a 
Sepoy  to  shoot  the  tiger  with  a  bullet,  and  the  tiger  was  killed  in- 
stantly. Then  he  had  it  skinned  and  stuffed  with  cotton,  and  it 
was  sewn  up,  and  appeared  just  like  a  live  tiger. 

I  noticed  that  Mr.  Farquhar  kept  all  sorts  of  animals  at  his 
house:  there  was  a  panther,  and  a  wildcat,  and  a  wild  dog,  and  a 
porcupine,  and  a  cassowary,  besides  all  kinds  of  monkeys,  such  as 
the  Wah  Wah,  Siamang  and  Broh,  and  all  kinds  of  birds,  each  in 
its  own  cage  or  pen,  or  with  a  chain;  and  some  were  free.  And 
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there  were  two  irien  to  take  care  of  all  these  animals;  but  the  tiger 
had  a  different  man  to  look  after  it,  an  old  Malay  man,  and  when 
he  came  near,  the  tiger  was  quiet,  and  did  not  do  anything  to  him. 

A  few  days  later  an  accident  happened  to  the  llesident,  from 
which,  however,  God  delivered  him.  This  was  how  it  happened — it 
was  Col.  Farquhar's  habit  to  go  out  for  an  airing,  either  riding  or 
driving,  every  day  after  his  mid-day  meal,  going  round  the  hiii, 
and  as  far  as  the  villages  near  Malacca.  One  day  he  was  riding 
in  the  afternoon,  near  the  hour  of  evening  prayer,  and  was  canter- 
ing his  horse  as  far  as  the  hill  called  Bukit  Serindit.  There  w^as  a 
little  under-growth  there,  and  apparently  a  tiger  was  waiting  by 
the  side  of  the  road  in  the  under-growth.  \\%en  the ,  Eesident's 
horse  came  near,  it  smelt  the  tiger,  and  snorted  and  would  not  go 
on,  but  the  Resident  urged  it  with  his  whip,  and  the  horse  sprang 
forward.  When  it  came  to  the  place  where  the  tiger  was,  the  tiger 
sprang  out  to  seize  the  Eesident,  but  as  the  horse  was  running  very 
quickly,  it  only  caught  the  Eesident's  hat,  and  ran  away  with  it^ 
and  the  Eesident  arrived  in  safety  at  Malacca  without  his  hat. 
Then  all  the  people  of  Malacca  said,  Our  Eesident  is  certainly  a. 
lucky  man :  twice  he  has  been  killed  and  came  to  life  again.  He 
will  certainly  be  a  still  greater  man." 

Now  as  to  Mr.  Farquhar's  character,  he  was  a  quiet  man,  and 
very  patient  with  people's  faults ;  moreover  rich  and  poor  were  just, 
the  same  to  him,  he  paid  no  more  attention  to  one  than  the  other. 
If  even  a  poor  and  humble  man  wished  to  come  and  make  a  com- 
plaint, he  would  see  him  immediately,  and  hear  his  complaint,  and 
give  him  advice  and  instruction,  until  the  man  calmed  down,  and 
went  home  happy.  And  if  he  went  out,  either  in  his  carriage  or 
on  horseback,  both  rich  and  poor,  and  even  the  children  who  met 
him  would  salute  him,  and  he  would  quickly  acknowledge  their 
salutes.    Moreover,  he  was  open-handed  to  all  God's  creatures. 

All  these  things  which  I  have  mentioned  bind  the  hearts  of 
men  to  anyone,  and  are  like  the  dew  which  falls  during  one- third  of 
the  night,  so  that  all  the  flowers  open  up  in  the  Garden  of  Love, 
and  their  odor  spreads  around  this  world,  and  all  the  wild  bees  in 
the  jungle  come  out  and  assemble  in  that  Garden  to  sip  the  honey 
of  these  fragrant  flowers.    Oli,  men  of  wisdom,  please  receive  this 
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illustration  from  the  analogies  which  I  scatter  like  pearls  scattered 
from  a  necklace,  with  their  brilliant  luster,  that  is  to  say  if  good  is 
spoken  by  a  goodman,  however  long  ago,  and  though  he  should  die, 
his  name  would  continue  to  live.  And  if  a  man  of  position,  or  one 
who  is  rich  or  noble,  should  pay  respect  to  the  poor  and  humble, 
will  he  lose  his  rank?  Or  will  his  honor  be  tarnished?  As  the 
proverb  says,  If  a  snake  should  crawl  along  a  vine,  would  it 
lose  its  venom  ?  "  And  since  an  elephant,  which  is  so  big  and  has 
four  feet,  will  sometimes  stumble  and  occasionally  fall  on  his  knees, 
and  even  the  birds  which  fly  in  the  air  sometimes  fall  to  the  earth, 
how  much  more  we  men,  whose  nature  is  weak  and  frail,  and  whose 
ancestors  were  mortal,  surely  we  cannot  be  always  without  change, 
but  must  vary  from  time  to  time.  For  in  this  world  position  and 
honor  must  fluctuate  at  last,  and  are  not  permanent  to  anyone ;  but 
a  good  name  or  a  bad  one  is  what  people  will  speak  of  in  the  end. 

While  Col.  Farquhar  was  Kesident  at  Malacca,  there  came 
within  a  short  time  two  officers  from  England  or  Bengal,  in  com- 
mand of  the  Bengal  Sepoys  in  Malacca;  and  they  lived  at  Trang- 
kerah  Gate,  in  a  house  where  the  Anglo-Chinese  College  was  built. 
After  this  officer,  who  was  called  Mr.  Bean,  lived  there,  he  ordered 
two  Sepoys  to  guard  his  door;  he  was  very  mischievous  and  extra- 
ordinarily cruel  by  nature.  If  boys  of  any  nationality  passed  by 
on  that  road,  he  had  them  caught  and  brought  inside  his  fence  and 
the  door  shut.  Some  boys  he  could  not  catch,  because  they  ran 
.away  quickly,  but  he  had  two  dogs  chase  them,  and  they  would  fall 
and  get  up  again,  and  the  boys  were  caught  and  put  into  his  in- 
closure.  When  a  number  of  boys  had  been  caught,  he  picked  out 
boys  two  by  two  and  made  them  fight ;  and  any  who  were  unwilling 
to  do  so,  he  had  them  beaten  with  a  rattan,  so  out  of  fear  they  would 
both  fight.  This  was  a  great  delight  to  him,  and  he  would  laugh 
and  laugh,  and  jump  around.  The  boys  wlio  fought  would  have 
iheir  faces  and  noses  bruised,  and  he  would  see  any  that  v/ere 
bleeding,  and  give  them  more  money,  and  those  who  were  not  bleed- 
ing he  gave  a  little  less,  and  then  let  them  out ;  after  that  he  made 
others  fight.  This  was  his  occupation  every  da}^,  to  see  people's 
blood  flow.  Now  all  the  bad  boys,  a^nd  those  who  ran  away  from 
school,  all  went  there  to  fight,  because  they  wanted  the  money ;  and 
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SO  that  place  became  a  regular  ring  for  fighting.  Is  obody  dared  to 
prevent  him,  but  all  respectable  people  hated  and  feared  him,  and 
dared  not  allow  their  children  to  go  along  that  road.  After  a 
few  days  of  this,  he  did  not  want  any  more  boys,  but  wanted  grown 
men,  and  made  them  fight;  and  so  he  made  work  for  any  poor 
people  to  go  there  and  fight,  in  order  that  they  might  get  a  living, 
and  every  day  dozens  of  people  were  fighting  there. 

At  that  time  there  were  not  yet  many  English  in  the  town  of 
Malacca,  and  to  see  an  Englishman  was  like  seeing  a  tiger,  because 
they  were  so  mischievous  and  violent.  If  one  or  two  English  ships 
called  in  at  Malacca,  all  the  Malacca  people  would  keep  the  doors 
of  their  houses  shut,  for  all  around  the  streets  there  would  be  a  lot 
of  drunken  sailors,  some  of  whom  would  break  in  the  doors  of 
people^s  houses,  and  some  would  chase  the  women  on  the  streets, 
and  others  would  fight  amongst  themselves,  and  cut  one  another's 
heads  open,  so  that  there  was  a  great  disturbance ;  and  if  people  ran 
away  they  would  chase  them,  and  they  would  seize  the  goods  which 
men  were  selling  in  the  bazaar.  Moreover  a  great  many  were  killed 
through  falling  into  the  river,  owing  to  their  being  drunk;  and  all 
this  made  people  afraid.  At  that  time  I  never  met  an  Englishman 
who  had  a  white  face,  for  all  of  them  had  "  mounted  the  green 
horse,''  that  is  to  say,  were  drunk.  So  much  so  that  when  children 
cried,  their  mothers  would  say,  "  Be  quiet,  the  drunken  Englishman 
is  coming,"  and  the  children  would  be  scared,  and  keep  quiet.  Any- 
where if  people  met  an  Englishman,  they  would  keep  far  away. 
When  there  was  an  English  ship  in  the  roadstead,  not  a  single 
woman  could  walk  on  the  streets;  not  merely  the  respectable  people, 
but  even  slaves  were  not  to  be  seen,  because  they  would  do  them 
violence.  Because  of  all  these  things  which  1  have  mentioned, 
people  became  friglitened,  and  they  were  still  more  terrified  on 
account  of  what  the  officer  did  whom  I  have  mentioned  above. 

I  will  now  return  to  the  story  of  the  cruel  ollicer  who  made 
men  fi^iiit.  After  some  months  lie  st()])ped  getting  people  to  fight, 
and  he  Jor>ke(l  for  fighting-cocks,  and  engaged  in  cock-fighting  with 
oih(^r  p(iopl(;.  So  crowds  of  people  engagxMl  in  c()(ik-iighting  there, 
arifl  hrought  their  (ighting-cocks  from  up  country  and  all  along 
the  const;  in  otic  day  do/ens  of  cocks  vvoidd  he;  killed,  a,nd  many 
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people  made  a  lot  of  money.  After  a  few  days  he  stopped  cock- 
tighting,  and  bongiit  dozens  of  ducks,  and  let  them  go  in  the  sea  in 
front  of  his  house,  after  which  he  set  free  two  or  three  of  his  dogs, 
which  were  very  fierce  on  the  chain,  and  had  them  catch  the  ducks. 
That  also  was  a  great  delight  to  him,  and  many  people  crowded  to 
see  it  ;  he  himself  held  a  gun,  and  shot  any  duck  which  the  dogs 
failed  to  catch,  so  that  all  the  ducks  were  killed,  some  being  torn 
by  the  dogs  and  others  shot;  and  this  gentleman  jumped  about 
with  joy.  A  few  days  later,  he  bought  wild  pigeons  in  cages,  and 
stood  with  his  gun,  and  had  his  men  let  them  out  one  at  a  time; 
then  he  shot,  and  some  of  them  fell  dead,  but  others  Hew  away. 
After  that  he  bought  a  number  of  monkeys,  and  set  them  free  on 
the  angsana  trees  in  front  of  his  house ;  then  he  fired,  and  they  fell 
dead.  Such  was  the  behaviour  of  this  officer  every  day,  some  cruel 
and  mischievous  and  improper  business  or  another,  causing  destruc- 
tion to  the  lives  of  animals,  and  injury  to  the  bodies  of  men.  Be- 
sides which  I  don't  know  how  much  money  was  thrown  away  for 
nothing.  As  long  as  he  lived  in  that  house,  no  woman  dared  to 
walk  on  those  streets,  because  they  were  afraid  that  he  would  do 
them  some  mischief. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Farquhar  was  Resident  of  Malacca 
at  that  time,  I  was  surprised  that  he  paid  no  attention  to  all  that 
this  officer  did.  Because  of  all  the  things  which  I  have  mentioned, 
the  English  were  despised  by  other  races,  for  they  thought  that  all 
Englishmen  behaved  like  that:  whereas  there  are  good  ones,  as 
the  Malay  proverb  says :  "  If  one  bulf  alo  is  covered  with  mud,  all 
the  buffaloes  will  be  smeared  with  it."  Such  doings  and  such  be- 
haviour stick  in  peoples  minds  for  a  long  time,  for  one  tells  another, 
and  the  story  goes  from  one  country  to  another  until  it  is  rooted  in 
peoples'  minds. 
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Chapter  G. 
ME.  EAFFLBS  GOMES  TO  MALACCA. 

A  few  clays  after  that,  the  news  reached  Malacca  that  the 
English  were  going  to  Java  to  fight.  About  two  or  three  months 
after  we  heard  that  news,  suddenly  Mr.  Eaffles  came  to  Malacca 
with  his  wife,  and  with  an  English  secretary,  named  Mr.  Merlin, 
and  also  a  Malay  Secretary  named  Ibrahim,  born  of  Tamil  blood  at 
Penang.  Mr.  Eaffles  remained  at  Malacca,  living  at  the  village  of 
Bandar  Hilir,  on  the  plantation  of  the  son  of  the  Captain  China^ 
named  Baba  Cheng  Lan.  He  brought  with  him  many  beautiful 
things  of  European  manufacture,  such  as  many  kinds  of  boxes,  and. 
pistols,  and  expensive  satin  cloth,  and  muslins  with  gold  embroi- 
dery, and  many  kinds  of  implements  which  people  had  never  seen, 
and  fine  broadcloth  of  many  kinds,  and  beautiful  clocks,  and  paper 
for  letters  to  the  Malay  princes,  ornamented  with  gold  and  silver,, 
and  besides  that  many  things  for  presents  to  the  Malay  princes. 

One  day  his  secretary,  named  Ibrahim,  came  to  my  house,  and 
sat  talking,  saying  that  Mr.  Eaffles  wanted  a  Malay  writer  who  had 
good  handwriting,  and  also  that  he  wanted  to  buy  Malay  books  and 
histories  of  olden  times,  and  anyone  who  had  such  could  bring  them 
to  his  plantation  at  Bandar  Hilir.  I  had  an  uncle,  named  Ismail 
Lebai,  whose  handwriting  was  very  good,  and  also  his  younger 
brother  named  Mohammed  Latif;  these  two  men*  he  engaged  as 
writers.  The  next  day  he  came  again  to  ask  for  a  specimen  of  my 
writing,  and  when  I  had  written  it,  he  took  it  to  Mr.  Eaffles,  and 
that  very  afternoon  one  of  his  policemen  came  to  call  me.  So  I 
went ;  and  he  said,  "  Write  tlicse  letters  into  the  book."  A  Malacca 
nuiii  named  Tambi  Ahmad  bin  Nina  Morikan  was  working  with 
nu!.  We  had  to  write  all  kinds  of  things,  copying  histories,  writing 
letters,  ajid  writing  ahout  MUhiy  idioms,  and  poetry,  etc.  ;  and  eacli 
of  lis  liad  his  own  work. 
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Mr.  Eaffles'  appearance  was  as  follows:  I  noticed  he  was  of 
medium  height,  neither  tall  nor  short,  and  neither  fat  nor  thin ;  he 
had  a  broad  forehead,  a  sign  of  high  parpose;  his  head  was  round, 
prominent  in  front,  a  sign  of  intelligence;  his  hair  was  brown,  a 
sign  of  courage ;  he  had  big  ears,  a  sign  of  close  attention ;  he  had 
thick  e3'ebrows,  and  his  left  eye  had  a  slight  squint;  his  nose  was 
prominent,  and  his  cheeks  somewhat  hollow;  his  lips  were  thin,  a 
sign  of  eloquence;  and  he  spoke  gently;  his  mouth  was  wide,  his 
neck  long,  and  the  colour  of  his  skin  was  not  quite  white;  he  had 
a  broad  chest,  a  slender  waist,  and  his  feet  were  of  medium  size; 
and  when  he  walked  he  stooped  slightly. 

As  to  his  character;  he  seemed  to  me  to  be  always  in  thought. 
He  paid  people  a  great  deal  of  respect,  and  had  a  pleasant  face; 
and  he  used  polite  forms  of  address,  calling  people  "  Sir,"  and 
Mister."  He  treated  people  very  kindly,  and  he  was  open-handed 
to  the  poor;  but  he  knew  very  well  how  to  put  people  to  silence. 
Whenever  he  spoke  he  always  smiled,  and  he  had  a  great  aptitude 
for  inquiring  into  things  of  the  past.  And  if  he  had  heard  about 
anything,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  a  little,  but  must  know  the  whole 
matter.  And  he  always  liked  to  live  in  a  quiet  place,  and  had  no 
other  employment  but  writing  and  reading  books.  When  he  was 
studying  or  in  conversation,  no  matter  who  came  to  the  house,  he 
would  not  meet  him  until  he  had  finished;  and  I  saw  that  each 
thing  that  he  did  was  done  at  the  proper  time,  so  he  did  not  con- 
fuse one  thing  with  another.  And  I  noticed  that  at  night,  after  he 
had  had  tea  with  his  friends,  there  were  ready  on  his  big  table  pen 
and  ink  and  paper,  and  two  candles  lit ;  and  when  he  had  walked  up 
and  down  to  his  heart's  content,  he  would  lie  down  on  the  top  of 
the  table  on  his  back,  with  his  eyes  closed  like  a  man  sleeping,  and  I 
think  two  or  three  times  he  did  sleep;  after  being  like  that  for  a 
time,  he  would  suddenly  get  up  in  haste  and  write;  and  after  that 
he  would  lie  down  again. 

He  would  act  like  that  until  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock  before  he 
would  go  to  bed;  and  this  happened  every  da}^,  except  sometimes 
when  his  friends  came.  When  he  arose  in  the  morning,  he  took  the 
things  which  he  had  written  the  night  before,  and  read  them  whilst 
walking  up  and  down ;  out  of  ten  sheets  he  would  read  perhaps  three 
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or  four,  and  gi\'e  tlieiii  to  his  secretary,  telliug  him  to  copy  them 
in  a  book,  and  the  remainder  he  would  tear  up  and  throw  away; 
this  was  the  way  he  did  every  day. 

Then  there  were  four  men  whom  he  employed  at  different 
occupations:  one  he  sent  into  the  jungle  to  look  for  various  herbs 
and  flowers  and  fungus  and  mosses,  and  anything  that  showed 
diversity  of  form;  and  another  man  he  sent  to  look  for  grubs  and 
grasshoppers  and  .various  butterflies  and  beetles,  and  all  kinds  of 
insects,  and  cicadas  and  centipedes  and  scorpions,  etc.;  and  he 
gave  him  pins,  and  told  him  to  pin  these  creatures.  Another  man 
he  sent  to  look  for  things  on  the  reefs,  such  as  various  kinds  of 
whelks  and  mussels  and  cockles  and  oysters,  etc.,  which  he  brought 
in  a  basket,  with  various  kinds  of  fish.  Then  another  man  went 
to  look  for  wild  animals  and  birds,  jungle  fowl,  and  all  kinds  of 
deer,  etc.  He  had  a  large  book  made  of  thick  paper,  and  he  used 
to  put  in  it  all  kinds  of  leaves  and  flowers,  etc.  And  if  there  was 
anything  which  he  could  not  put  in  it,  he  had  a  Chinaman,  a  Can- 
tonese, who  was  very  clever  at  drawing  pictures  of  either  fruits  or 
flowers,  w^hicli  he  painted  like  life,  and  he  told  him  to  paint  all 
these  things.  Besides  all  this,  he  had  a  barrel  which  was  full  of 
either  arrack  or  brandy,  I  dont  know  w^hich,  into  which  he  put 
such  creatures  as  snakes  and  centipedes  and  scorpions ;  he  put  them 
in  alive,  and  after  two  days  he  took  them  out,  and  put  them  in 
bottles,  where  they  looked  as  if  they  were  alive.  The  people  of 
Malacca  were  astonished  to  see  all  this.  At  this  time  many  people 
in  Malacca  earned  money  hunting  for  various  creatures  in  the  air, 
on  tlic  earth,  or  in  the  sea,  in  the  country  or  in  the  town,  or  in  the 
forest,  flying  things  and  creeping  things,  and  things  which  grow 
and  sprijig  i'vom  the  ground;  all  the  things  which  I  have  mentioned 
]noant  money.  Then  other  peo])lc  brought  Malay  boobi  and  his- 
tori(!S,  I  dojit  r(imeml)er  how  many  jiiindreds  of  tliem  ;  almost  all 
Ihf  Malay  writings  of  ages  past  thr  pi-opcrty  of  oui-  roi-cfiil hers  wcw^ 
sohl,  anil  pcoph'  hi'onght  Ihcm  from  various  ])hu'es,  because  they 
fclchcd  a  good  ))i'ic(' ;  Ihcy  \V('i-(!  all  sold,  hccausi*  pcM^ple  did  n(*(: 
rcali/c  that  aftcrwa imIs  llicy  woidd  iK-comc  ignorant,  not  liaving  a 
siiiL'lc  liooi.  lo  read  in  tlicii'  own  language.  I'^oi"  those  books  wcvc 
;dl  nianii'^cii])!.- :  if  tli"\  liad  hccn  prinhwl  hooks  it  would  not  ha.ve 
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mattered,  but  now  there  are  no  copies  left  to  be  reproduced.  Of 
these  books  there  were  in  all  about  three  hundred  and  sixty,  besides 
various  poems,  and  verses,  and  occasional  pieces,  etc.  Moreover 
there  were  others  which  he  borrowed  and  had  them  copied,  for  he 
had  four  or  five  writers  who  were  regularl}^  employed  in  copying 
them. 

Every  day  people  brought  various  kinds  of  animals  and  insects, 
which  I  had  ne^"er  seen  in  my  life  before.  And  there  came,  as  a 
present  from  the  King  of  Sambas,  two  monkeys  called  mawas, 
which  the  European  call  Orang-Utang,  and  there  also  came  young- 
tigers  and  bears  and  various  animals  from  every  country.  Now 
the  Orang-Utang  which  came  from  Sambas  was  very  tame,  and  Mr. 
Eaffles  had  it  dressed  in  a  coat  and  trousers  and  hat,  it  looked 
like  a  child,  and  was  allowed  to  walk  about  freely;  I  noticed  that  it 
l)ehaved  very  much  like  a  man,  the  only  difference  being  that  it. 
could  not  speak.  When  it  wanted  to  ease  itself,  it  would  run  to  the 
place,  and  it  would  come  to  the  place  where  I  was  writing  quietly 
close  to  the  table,  without  being  mischievous  like  other  monkeys. 
It  would  take  up  a  pen  gently  and  look  at  it,  and  when  I  said, 
"  Put  it  down  quickly,'^  he  would  put  it  down  immediately.  The 
animal  had  a  big  stomach,  and  at  times  while  it  was  sitting  it 
would  moan  like  a  sick  person,  and  wiien  I  asked,  "  What  is  the 
matter  ?  "  it  would  hold  its  stomach ;  it  would  seem  just  as  if  it 
understood  our  language,  but  that  is  impossible.  Now  there  was  a 
pair  of  them,  male  and  female,  and  when  they  had  been  four  or  five 
months  at  Malacca,  one  night  the  female  died;  and  I  noticed  that 
from  that  time  the  male  acted  like  a  person  in  grief;  the  food  which, 
was  given  to  it  remained  uneaten,  and  after  being  like  that  for  six 
or  seven  days,  the  male  also  died.  It  made  me  sympathetic -to  see 
that,  for  if  even  animals  have  such  affection  for  their  mates,  how 
much  more  should  we  human  beings  follow  the  example  of  these 
creatures.  There  were  many  other  animals  and  birds  at  Mr. 
Eaffles'  house,  all  in  their  own  places  and  cages  and  pens. 

He  was  naturally  very  fond  of  inquiring  into  the  early  history 
of  countries  and  the  customs  of  former  times,  and  looking  for  and 
inquiring  about  strange  things;  moreover  he  was  very  diligent  in 
studying  the  Malay  language  with  great  nicety,  and  he  liked  ta 
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follow  the  idioms  used  by  the  Malays ;  and  every  now  and  then  he 
would  ask,  "  How  do  the  Malays  use  this  word  ? And  when  we 
told  him,  he  would  say,  "  The  English  do  not  use  it  like  that,  but 
like  this."  Eyery  day  he  had  letters  written  to  be  sent  to  all  'iie 
Malay  countries,  and  what  he  said  in  them  was  merely  to  make 
them  friendly  with  the  English,  and  to  win  their  affections.  Every 
letter  which  he  sent  was  accompanied  with  presents  and  kind  words, 
and  therefore  all  the  princes  loved  him,  and  sent  letters  in  reply 
with  much  respect  and  affection,  and  many  thanks,  and  accom- 
panied by  presents;  and  a  number  of  books  and  histories  in  the 
Malay  language  came  from  all  these  countries. 

It  was  not  Mr.  Eaffles'  nature  to  care  for  money ;  if  he  wanted 
things  or  wished  for  work  to  be  done,  no  matter  what  the  price  or 
cost,  he  would  pay  it,  if  only  he  could  get  what  he  wanted.  For 
this  reason  he  very  quickly  got  whatever  he  desired,  for  there  were 
always  people  waiting  at  his  house,  and  they  would  be  willing  to 
look  for  anything  or  buy  it  or  be  sent  for  it  in  order  to  get  some 
■profit.  I  dont  know  how  much  money  went  out  of  his  boxes  every 
day  to  buy  things  and  to  pay  wages.  And  I  always  heard  him  say- 
ing, "  I  hate  the  way  these  Dutchmen  behave  who  live  at  Malacca, 
for  they  all  despise  the  Malays,  and  cannot  associate  with  them." 
'J'hat  was  just  what  Mr.  Eaflles  liked,  to  be  always  familiar  with  the 
]\Ialays;  even  the  poor  people  could  converse  with  him.  Now  all 
tlie  officials  in  Malacca,  both  Europeans  and  Malays,  came  every  day 
to  see  him.  But  though  this  w^as  so,  no  one  knew  why  he  had  come 
to  Malacca,  or  what  was  his  purpose,  or  what  his  duties  were  at  that 
time.  But  from  what  I  saw  of  what  he  did  and  said,  and  his  ap- 
])(!araiic(!,  and  his  courtesy,  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  this  is 
ccrtniidy  a  great  and  clever  man,  and  with  high  ambitions. 

One  day  Mr.  liaflles  was  talking  with  liis  secretary  about  wish- 
ing to  r(;ply  to  a  letter  from  King  of  Siinilms,  wIumi  all  of  a 
sndd(!n  a  Malay  v:,in\()  l)ringiug  six  (iMrians,  Ih inking  that  Mr. 
IJjifdcs  would  want  io  buy  ilieni,  so  Ik;  br'jnglif  fhem  into  the  lionse 
jiiid  stood  ;ii  ilic  door.  Mi".  IJaCllcs  iioticcMl  ilu>.  smell  of;  durians, 
and  iinniediaJj'ly  lidd  bis  nose  and  I'aii  npsfairs.  I^'jvei-yone  was 
MstoniKlicd  lo  see  liini  run,  not  knowing  llial  he  could  not  h(\\.v  the 
smell  of  durians.     A  momcni.  lalcr  he  calhMl  Ihe  Sepoy,  who  was 
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guarding  the  door,  and  said,  ''Who  brought  durians  here?"  He 
pointed  to  the  Malay,  and  Mr.  Raffles  told  him  to  get  out  quickly, 
and  told  the  Sepoy,  "  Dont  let  anyone  bring  durians  through  this 
door."  From  that  day  no  one  dared  to  bring  any  more  durians. 
Then  for  the  first  time  I  knew  that  Mr.  Raffles  did  not  eat  durians, 
and  not  merely  eating  them,  he  could  not  even  bear  the  smell. 
Shortly  after  that,  he  went  down  stairs,  saying,  "  I've  got  a  head- 
ache from  the  smell  of  those  durians;  they  are  very  bad  to  eat." 
We  all  smiled  to  hear  him  say  that,  for  he  was  different  in  that 
respect  from  other  people;  a  thing  which  other  people  liked  he 
hated.  Therefore  if  any  one  brought  durians,  the  Sepoy  drove 
them  away. 

One  afternoon  when  I  was  about  to  go  home,  Mr.  Raffles  called 
me,  saying,  "  Let  us  go  out  for  a  while ;  I  want  to  see  a  Malay 
school."  I  then  got  into  the  carriage  with  him,  and  we  went  to 
Terangkera.  When  we  reached  the  house  of  Lebai  Abdul  Razak, 
Mr.  Raffles  went  in  with  me,  and  we  saw  three  boys  being  punished ; 
one  was  chained  by  the  waist,  the  other  end  of  the  chain  being* 
nailed  to  a  log  which  he  had  to  carry ;  another  was  merely  chained,, 
and  told  to  read;  and  another  was  tied  to  a  post.  Mr.  Raffles  said, 
"  Why  are  these  boys  chained  like  this  ?  This  is  a  bad  custom ; 
please  ask  the  teacher."  I  inquired  of  him,  and  he  answered, 
"  This  boy,  sir,  ran  away,  and  it  is  now  eight  days  and  we  have  just 
caught  liim;  he  was  brought  from  a  place  called  Kendur,  a  day's 
journey  from  here;  his  parents  paid  the  man  a  dollar;  that  is  w.hy 
I  punish  him  like  this.  Then  this  boy  ran  away  for  two  days,  and 
climbed  a  tree  in  the  jungle;  so  I  am  punishing  him.  And  this 
boy  forgets  every  single  thing  which  he  has  read,  and  so  I  am  mak- 
ing him  read.'"  Mr.  Raffles  said,  "  If  so,  it  is  quite  right."  Then 
he  said,  Why  do  you  not  teach  the  Malay  language  ? "  The 
teacher  answered,  ^'  The  parents  of  these  boys  tell  me  to  teach  the 
Koran  first,  and  when  they  have  learned  the  Koran,  then  they  can 
learn  the  Malay  language ;  that  is  the  custom  with  all  of  us.  More- 
over in  this  country  it  is  not  customary  to  have  schools  to  teach  the 
Malay  language."  Mr.  Raffles  said,  "  Very  well,  teacher,  I  only 
wanted  to  know,  do  not  be  vexed;  goodbye,  teacher."  So  we  went 
out ;  and  as  we  walked,  he  said  to  me,  "  Is  it  true  that  that  is  the 
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Malay  custom?''  I  replied,  "Yes  sir."  He  smiled  and  .said, 
Very  well,  if  I  live  long  enough,  I  want  to  establish  schools  for 
learning  the  Malay  language;  I  feel  very  sorry  for  that,  because 
the  Malay  language  has  a  beautiful  sound,  and  is  very  useful."  We 
then  got  into  the  carriage,  and  went  home. 

.  I  noticed  that  it  was  Mr.  Eaffles'  great  delight  to  inquire  into 
the  affairs  of  various  countries,  and  about  their  laws  and  their 
officials,  and  how  they  ruled;  moreover  he  wanted  to  know  what 
the  Malays  liked,  and  their  customs,  and  the  names  of  the  moun- 
tains in  Malacca,  and  names  of  places,  and  all  the  people's  occu- 
pations, and  what  products  were  exported...  and  also  what  the 
Malacca  people  thought  as  to  which  rule  was  better,  Dutch  or 
English.  About  all  the  things  which  I  have  mentioned  he  made 
diligent  inquiries. 

Furthermore  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  his  wife,  I  noticed 
that  she  was  no  ordinary  woman.  Every  day  she  worked  just  like 
her  husband,  and  did  everything  in  an  ordinary  and  modest  way, 
and  with  a  pleasant  face;  and  she  spoke  respectfully  to  the  poor 
just  the  same  as  to  the  rich ;  and  she  always  liked  to  study  the 
Malay  language,  inquiring  diligently  what  the  Malays  said  for  this 
and  that ;  and  she  wrote  down  whatever  she  saw.  And  I  saw  that 
when  her  husband  was  going  to  do  anything  or  buy  something,  he 
spoke  first  to  his  wife  about  everything,  and  if  she  approved,  it  v.'as 
done.  And  I  noticed  that  she  was  very  active  in  all  her  ways  and 
in  whatever  she  did,  and  would  not  sit  quiet  for  a  moment  doing 
nothing,  but  every  day  was  doing  some  work  or  other. 

This  way  of  doing  is  the  great  difference  which  I  notice  be- 
tween the  Malays  and  tlie  Europeans.  The  Malay  custom  is  tliat 
it;  a  woman  becomes  the  wife  of  a  great  man,  she  becomes  increas- 
ingly proud  ajid  lazy,  and  lier  behaviour  is  the  more  haughty,  and 
everything  tliat  she  says  is  to  magnify  herself.  Moreover  she  would 
think  it  biiniiliating  to  work  either  much  or  little,  or  to  do  any- 
Ibing  wbicb  would  make  her  tired,  but  slu^  merely  sits,  or  lies 
around  sleeping,  or  is  dressing  up,  and  fixing  her  hair  smoothly, 
^)r  sitting  giving  ord(!rs  to  her  slaves;  all  slie  knows  about  is  the 
rice  s(!rved  on  her  knees,  getting  up  in  the  morning  at  ten  or  eleven 
■o'clock,  (iMling  and  drinking,  sitting  down  for  awbile,  then  steeping 
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iig-aiii  until  the  afternoon,  sitfting  in  front  of  the  recept^icle  for  the 
materials  for  chewing  sireh  (betel  mit) — that  is  what  is  called  a 
lucky  woman,  who  has  married  a  great  man.  But  I  noticed  that 
both  the  hands  and  feet  of  Mr.  Eaffles'  wife  were  active,  like  a 
€ock-roach,  doing  one  task  after  another,  after  housework,  sewing, 
after  sewing,  writing;  may  I  be  blind  if  I  ever  saw  her  sleeping  in 
the  middle  of  the  day,  or  lying  down  taking  her  ease;  on  the  con- 
trary, every  day  she  was  diligently  at  work,  God  knows.  Erom 
what  I  have  seen,  I  am  very  much  mistaken  if  this  is  not  an  in- 
dication that  a  woman  like  her  is  very  intelligent  and  clever,  and 
capable  of  doing  important  work.  From  her  behaviour  and  her 
diligence  it  seemed  to  me  just  as  if  it  were  she  that  was  responsible 
for  the  work  of  her  husband,  and  as  if  she  were  her  husband's 
helper.  God  has  joined  them  together,  and  they  are  suitable  for 
one  another,  like  a  king  and  his  counsellor,  like  a  ring  and  its  set- 
ting, and  like  sugar  and  milk.  This  ought  to  be  an  example  for 
the  people  of  all  subsequent  ages  to  follow.  jSTow  in  regard  to 
character  and  behaviour  such  as  that,  I  have  written  the  following 
stanzas  :—         Puyu-puyu  is  its  name; 

In  the  ponds  its  usual  place. 

Kind  and  courteous  and  polite. 

Sweet  and  lovely  are  their  ways. 

In  the  ponds  its  usual  place; 

Crushed  by  Laksamana's  foot. 

Sweet  and  lovely  are  their  ways, 

Wise  and  generous  to  boot. 

For  I  noticed  that  with  the  majority  of  husbands  and  wives, 
if  the  husband  wants  to  go  upstream,  the  wife  wants  to  go  down; 
.and  if  the  husband  says  white,  the  wife  says  black;  and  for  this 
reason  they  are  wrestling  every  day,  fighting  and  kicking,  like  cat 
-and  dog.  And  some  women,  because  they  are  pretty,  tread  their 
lius'bands  under  foot;  may  God  keep  me  far  from  the  behaviour  of 
such  a  woman  as  that !  Xot  merely  is  she  unw^orthy  to  be  a  wife, 
I  would  not  have  her  for  a  friend;  such  a  one  will  bring  disaster, 
and  break  the  heart,  and  make  many  enemies,  and  at  last  she  will 
bring  calamity  on  her  own  soul.  Here  are  the  verses  which  I  have 
written  about  it : 
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Lovely  cloth  will  not  avail, 

If  there's  no  embroideiy. 

A  pretty  face  will  not  avail, 

If  wives  lack  in  courtesy. 

If  there's  no  emhroidery, 

Clothes  from  Java  in  their  home. 

If  wives  lack  in  courtesy, 

Keep  away  from  such  a  one. 
Mr.  Eaffles  lived  at  Malacca  about -three  or  four  months,  and  sent 
letters  to  every  one  of  the  Malay  princes  both  East  and  West,  and 
also  presents.  After  that,  in  the  course  of  one  of  two  months^ 
there  came  Tengku  Pengeran  the  King  of  Siak,  whose  title  was. 
Tengku  Penglima  Besar.  and.  his  name  was  Saiyid  Zin.  I  did  not 
find  out  about  his  coming  to  Malacca ;  whether  he  was  invited  by 
Mr.  Raffles,  or  whether  he  came  of  his  own  accord  to  see  him,  I 
do  not  know.  He  came  to  Malacca,  and  brought  with  him  two- 
sons.  When  he  arrived,  Mr.  Eaffles  received  him  with  a  great  deal 
of  honor  and  respect;  and  then  he  gave  him  a  house  to  live  in  at 
Bandar  Hilir  with  a  garden^  and  he  gave  him  men  to  look  after 
the  garden,  and  also  money  for  his  expenses.  Every  day  he  went 
out  in  his  carriage,  and  never  went  on  foot ;  day  and  night  he  used 
his  carriage.  Every  two  or  three  days  he  came  to  see  Mr.  Eaffles,. 
and  talked  with  him,  and  afterwards  returned  to  his  home. 

While  this  was  happening,  a  great  many  English  ships  came 
on  their  way  to  watch  the  island  of  Java,  and  any  vessels,  either 
cLitters  or  ships,  flying  the  Dutch  flag  were  captured  by  them  and 
brought  to  Malacca.  Then  for  the  first  time  the  people  of  Malacca 
felt  sure  tliat  the  English  were  certainly  at  war  with  the  Dutch, 
and  therefore  were  going  to  fight  them.  Also  there  were  one  or 
two  English  sliips  wliicJi  had  come  to  Malacca  bringing  war-like 
]uaterials,  namely  hundreds  of  tents,  and  wagons  and  artillery 
(•qnij)ment,  and  muskets,  and  gunjmwder,  etc. 

One  day  Tcngkn  Penglima  l^esar  cninc,  and  sal,  ia Iking  willi 
Mr.  IJani(!S.  Mr.  Waffles  l)egan  to  talk  aboul  the  l^higlisli  intending 
to  gf)  and  fight  in  the  island  of  Java,  and  spoke  of  the  difficulties, 
••  For  we  caniioi  get  a.  man  io  go  lo  'lava  and  take  my  Icllcr  io  Ihc 
Sn<unan  at  l*)anlarani.  In  order  lliat  i  niav  gel  i-eliahle  intelligcMicC' 
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iis  to  conditions  there,  and  as  to  whether  he  intends  to  side  with  the 
Dutch  or  not.  If  I  can  get  a  trustworthy  man  who  can  keep  a 
secret,  to  take  my  letter  to  Java,  I  shall  be  very  much  pleased.^' 
When  Tengku  Pengiima  Besar  heard  what  Mr.  Eaffles  said,  he 
stood  up  and  unsheathed  his  kris,  and  said  angrily,  "What  is  the 
good  of  this  kris?  (he  called  his  kris  "Si-hijau")  as  long  as  I 
have  "  Si-hijau,^'  v/herever  you  go.  Sir,  I  will  be  in  front  of  you ; 
^md  I  must  die  first  before  you  can  be  killed.  Write  your  letter, 
.sir,  and  I  will  take  it  to  the  Susunan  of  Bantaram.^'  When  Mr. 
Raffles  heard  what  the  Tengku  Pengiima  Besar  undertook  to  do, 
his  face  lighted  up,  and  he  smiled  and  said,  "  Many  thanks, 
Tengku ;  the  English  East  India  Company  will  repay  your  kindness 
to  the  full,  and  whatever  assistance  you  require,  the  Company  will 
])rovide."  Mr.  Paffles  rose  and  shook  hands  with  him,  and  he  made 
a.  definite  promise  to  take  the  letter. 

Xow  at  that  time  there  was  living  at  Malacca,  at  the  village 
<-alled  Hujong  Pasir,  the  son  of  a  J avanese  chief,  whose  name  was 
Pengeran;  and  he  was  also  friendly  with  Mr.  Eaffles.  Mr.  Raffles 
sent  for  him,  and  he  came  immediately.  Then  they  consulted  to- 
gether as  to  the  way  to  send  a  letter  to  the  Susunan  at  Bantaram. 
He  replied,  "  Sir,  I  will  undertake  to  lead  the  way  to  the  Susunan, 
but  at  the  present  time  the  seas  are  full  of  English  ships  watching 
the  island  of  Java,  and  no  native  vessel  or  ship  or  cutter  is  able  to 
arrive  or  leave ;  moreover  the  Dutch  are  keeping  a  very  strict 
watch,  and  are  very  suspicious.  If  they  should  find  this  letter, 
they  woukl  certainly  hang  the  man  who  was  taking  it,  without  any 
further  inquiry.''  Mr.  Eaffles  answered,  "  Dont  you  trouble  about 
that ;  1  will  give  you  a  letter,  and  if  3'OU  should  meet  with  any 
English  ship  at  sea,  merely  show  this  letter,  and  they  will  help  you. 
.Vnd  your  duty  would  only  be  to  point  out  the  place  to  land,  after 
that  Tengku  Pengiima  Besar  will  take  the  letter.'^  When  Pengeran 
heard  what  Mr.  Eaffles  said,  he  replied,  "  In  that  case  I  will  under- 
take it.  sir."  Mr.  Eaffl-es  said,  "  C'om.3  here  tliis  evening,  and  w^e 
will  write  the  letter  which  is  to  be  sent,  for  this  must  be  done 
([uickly,  and  cannot  be  delayed.  In  four  or  five  days  a  great  many 
ships  will  arrive  here,  and  in  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  I  expect  the 
:s]iip  of  General  Lord  Minto,  and  the  General  from  Madras."  Pen- 
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geraii  replied,  ''AW  right,  sir;"  and  went  home  to  Jlnjoiig'  J/asir, 
Then  Mr.  Kaffles  said  to  Teiigku  Penglima  Besar,  "  Pack  up^ 
Tengku;  perhaps  in  two  days  you  must  sail  in  my  cutter.'^  He 
replied,    Very  well,  sir,"  and  he  also  went  home. 

In  the  evening  Mr.  E'affles  sent  for  Pengeran,  and  when  he  had 
come,  Mr.  Eaffles  told  him  to  write  the  letter  which  was  to  be  sent 
to  the  Susunan  of  Bantaram  in  the  Javanese  language.  Pengeran 
wrote  the  letter,  and  it  was  not  until  ahout  midnight  that  it  wa.s- 
finished;  then  Mr.  Eaffles  sealed  it,  and  enclosed  various  presents  to- 
the  value  of  ahout  two  or  three  hundred  dollars.  Pengeran  then 
went  home.  The  next  day  early,  Tengku  Penglima  Besar  was  sent 
for,  and  when  he  came,  Mr.  Eaffles  gave  him  four  hundred  dollars 
in  cash  for  his  expenses  and  for  the  expenses  of  his  men.  Also  the 
cutter  was  ready  to  sail,  and  he  took  with  him  all  the  Malays  whom 
he  had  brought  from  Siak,  and  his  two  sons.  On  the  day  when  he- 
was  to  sail,  Mr.  Eaffles  gave  him  two  boxes  of  opium,  and  twa 
hundred  dollars  in  cash. 

Mr.  Eaffles  sent  for  Tengku  Penglima  Besar  and  Pengeran  to- 
come  to  his  house,  and  told  them  all  that  they  were  to  do,  giving 
them  a  letter  in  English,  saying,  "  Whenever  you  meet  any  English 
ship  or  cutter,  show  them  this  letter  and  they  will  give  you  what- 
ever you  want,  either  food  or  anything  of  the  kind,  ^^ow  Tengku 
Penglima  Besar  is  the  Captain  of  this  cutter,  and  Pengeran  must 
obey  his  orders ;  and  you  two  must  take  good  counsel  together  about 
everything.  I  want  to  get  this  information  quickly,  before  all 
these  sliips  sail  to  Java,  because  I  want  to  give  the  information  to- 
T^ord  Minto ;  so  get  back  quickly,  and  do  not  delay  your  voyage ; 
and  do  not  call  in  anywhere."  All  the  supplies  for  the  voyage  were 
ready,  and  the  next  morning  at  six  o'clock  the  cutter  sailed.  Mr. 
Paflles  and  Mr.  Farquliar  wen.t  to  see  Tengku  Penglima  Besar  and 
I\"ngeran  off,  and  they  wont  down  to  the  shore,  and  botli  of  those 
genth;inen  shook  liands  with  them,  and  said,  "  A  safe  jouriu^y  to 
yon,  'I'engku  ;  "  so  they  all  went  on  hoard  and  sailed. 

I  will  now  Icnve  the  story  of  the  voyngc  of  'I\"iigkn  I'rnglitna 
l)rsar  and  JN^'ngcran,  and  will  tell  aboid.  liu'  l^higlish  ships  wliicli 
c.'inie  and  asscniljlcd  at  MalfU'ca  io  go  and  light  in  .lava.  Four 
ov  five  da\'s  iil'ti'i'  the  cnllcr  had  sailed,  the  ships  hegaii  to  come  (o. 
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Malacca  every  day,  three  or  four  or  one;  then  the  next  day  there 
would  come  six  or  seven,  and  so  it  was  every  day.  Xow  all  these 
ships  were  full  of  lascars  and  sepoys  from  Bengal,  whose  officers 
were  all  English,  a  great  number  of  them.  They  all  lived  in  tents^, 
at  a  place  called  Limbongan,  and  they  reached  all  the  way  from 
Ldmbongan  to  Tanjong  Keling,  all  of  various  regiments  and  with 
different  uniforms.  Amongst  them  there  were  many  races,  Hindus, 
and  Mohammedans.  I  noticed  that  some  of  the  Hindus  ate  like- 
dogs,  that  is  to  say  lapping.  If  anyone  saw  them  while  they  were 
eating,  some  of  them  would  throw  away  their  rice,  and  would 
chase  the  person  who  saw  them,  as  if  they  wanted  to  kill  him,  for 
they  were  so  angry.  .Some  of  them  cooked  their  own  food  in  the 
heat  of  the  suu,  and  ate  it  there  also,  their  bodies  being  bathed  in 
perspiration ;  and  when  they  had  finished  eating,  they  buried  in 
the  sand  the  rice  and  curry  which  was  left  over.  Some  of  them 
tied  three  pieces  of  thread  around  their  stomach  before  eating, 
and  did  not  stop  eating  until  the  thread  broke.  And  I  noticed  that 
some  of  them  took  white  and  red  earth,  and  smeared  it  on  their 
breasts  and  arms,  and  on  their  foreheads  with  three  converging 
lines,  and  they  bowed  in  worship  to  the  front  and  left  and  right 
and  behind  them,  after  which  they  ran  down  to  the  sea  into  the 
water  up  to  their  waists,  and  worshiped  the  sun  for  some  time, 
slapping  their  faces  right  and  left,  after  which  they  went  on  shore 
and  ate,  screening  themselves  witli  white  cloth,  so  that  they  could 
not  be  seen  while  eating  ;  if  they  should  chance  to  be  seen,  they 
would  throw  away  their  rice,  and  break  their  pots  and  pans;  and 
when  they  wanted  to  cook  again  they  would  have  to  buy  new  ones. 
Then  there  was  another  nationality  who  could  be  seen  while  eat- 
ing, but  could  not  speak,  but  they  repeated  something  with  their 
lips  moving,  and  their  hands  counting  while  they  ate,  but  they 
could  not  move  from  the  place  where  they  were  sitting.  I  saw  all 
sorts  of  foolish  customs.  And  there  were  some  who  could  not  eat 
fish  or  flesh  or  anything  that  had  blood,  but  only  vegetables. 

At  that  time  I  saw  a  great  many  difi^erent  kinds  of  people,  and 
all  sorts  of  clothing,  such  as  I  had  never  seen  in  my  life  before. 
And  I  noticed  that  the  Englishmen  who  were  their  officers  wore 
various  kinds  of  clothing,  some  had  tiger  skins  as  clothes,  some 
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wore  the  feathers  of  cocks  dyed  red,  white  and  black,  all  around 
their  hats,  some  had  their  trousers  made  of  the  skins  of  animals, 
and  others  had  clothes  striped  like  tiger.  I  then  saw  for  the  first 
time  all  sorts  of  tents,  some  shaped  just  like  real  houses,  with  beds 
and  rooms,  and  tables  and  chairs,  and  doors  and  windows,  an.d 
bath  rooms  and  privies,  all  of  which  were  of  cloth;  and  some  of  the 
tents  were  all  of  red  cloth;  and  some  were  white  outside,  but  iii- 
side  were  of  prints  of  various  patterns. 

Every  day  they  were  at  work,  drilling  morning  and  evening, 
some  regiments  being  taught  to  shoot  their  cannons,  and  others  to 
shoot  with  muskets,  and  there  were  bulls  to  haul  their  cannons,  all 
of  them  very  big.  I  was  amazed  to  see  that  when  they  fired  s;ich 
big  cannons  close  to  the  ears  of  the  bulls  they  wcri-  not  startled, 
nor  did  they  move  from  where  they  stood;  and  when  the  oificers 
shouted  orders  for  the  sepoys  to  run,  the  bulls  also  run  with  them; 
and  when  they  said,  "  Halt,"  the  bulls  stopped  too ;  and  if  the 
.sepoys  marched  obliquely,  the  bulls  did  the  same;  I  was  surprised 
to  see  them  act  just  like  men.  So  I  thought  to  myself,  since 
animals  which  are  without  intellectual  faculties  can  be  taught  by 
men,  how  much  more  w^e  men  w^ho  have  intelligence  and  know 
good  and  evil,  and  yet  live  in  idleness,  not  wanting  to  learn  any- 
thing which  w^ould  be  of  benefit  or  advantage  to  ourselves. 

A  few  days  later  there  came  a  very  large  ship,  bringing  sepoys 
who  were  called  "  Troop,'^  three  hundred  men ;  all  of  whom  were 
Mohammedans,  with  three  English  Officers.  They  came  ashore, 
and  were  kept  separate,  ])eing  quartered  at  Bandar  Hilir,  in  the 
plantation  of  Mr.  Adrian  Xoek.  A  great  many  Malacca  people 
went  to  see  tliem,  and  I  also  went  with  them.  I  found  that  while 
their  officers  were  training  them  on  the  parade  ground,  they  were 
all  mounted,  and  their  horses  v/ere  all  Arabs,  big  horses,  all  of  the 
same  colour  and  vei'y  beautiful.  And  1  noticed  that  the  men  were 
all  fine  })ig  fellows,  and  all  of  them  wore  whiskers.  Their  uniforms 
consisted  of  grey  coats  and  trousers,  and  grey  caps,  and  every  man 
liad  a  pair  of  pistols,  iiiul  a  sword,  and  a  musket  islung  on  his  back, 
a  llask  f)f  gunpowd(ir  hung  on  his  left  side,  and  a,  water  bottle  on 
tli(!  right,  with  a,  liavtu'sack  for  his  food  over  the  shoulder;  two 
l(';:tlicr  >li';ips  wci'c  aliaclicd  to  tlic  saddle  will)  buckles,  a,ud  when 
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they  were  on  horse  back  the  two  ends  of  the  straps  were  buckled  to 
their  waists,  so  that  they  might  not  fall  ofP,  for  none  of  them  held 
their  horses'  reins;  they  were  so  clever  at  riding  their  horses,  it 
seemed  like  flying;  they  did  not  even  move,  let  alone  fall,  wiiile- 
they  loaded  and  fired  their  muskets  and  slashed  with  their  swords,. 
When  their  officer  drilled  them,  he  did  not  speak  with  his  mouth,. 
])ut  had  a  trumpet  in  his  hand,  and  whatever  he  desired  he  blew  on 
the  trumpet,  and  all  the  horses  ran  at  the  same  moment,  as  quick  as 
lightning ;  then  he  blew  again,  and  all  of  them  stopped  at  once,  not 
one  after  another,  but  all  the  horses  feet  together,  then  he  l3lew 
again,  and  the  horses  formed  a  square  like  a  fort;  then  again  he- 
blew,  and  all  the  men  fired  their  muskets  together,  like  one  sound ; 
he  blew  again,  and  every  one  of  them  loaded  his  musket;  he  blew 
again,  and  each  man  slung  his  musket  behind  him,  and  drew  his 
sword;  once  more  he  blew,  and  all  of  them  ran  at  once  up  round  the 
hill,  and  formed  up  like  a  fort.  Suddenly  there  came  sailors  to  cut 
the  brushwood,  who  had  ropes  ready  at  their  waists,  and  they  tied  up 
the  brushwood  in  piles  as  they  cut  it  down,  each  man  a  bundle ;  in 
a  moment  the  fort  was  cleared;  then  he  blew  the  trumpet  again,, 
and  they  all  ran  down,  with  a  sound  like  thunder,  and  all  of  them 
drew  up  in  order  before  the  officer.  Xow  the  officer  whom  I  have 
mentioned  was  also  mounted  on  horseback  while  commanding  the- 
sepoys. 

I  was  even  more  astonished  to  see  the  cleverness  of  the  horses 
than  I  had  been  to  see  the  cleverness  of  the  bulls  while  hauling  the 
cannons,  for  all  the  horses  understood  the  sounds  of  the  trumpet  as 
if  it  were  a  man  speaking,  and  not  a  single  horse  made  a  mistake ;. 
and  also  because  their  riders  did  not  hold  the  reins,  but  just  through 
the  cleverness  of  the  horses  they  took  them  anywhere.  The  officer's 
horse  was  bigger  than  those  of  the  sepoys,  and  when  the  officer  had 
finished  drilling  them  and  was  going  home,  he  would  not  take  hig 
horse  in  through  the  gate  of  the  fence,  but  jumped  his  horse  over 
the  fence;  and  the  height  of  the  fence  where  he  jumped  it  was 
more  than  seven  cubits  (ten  feet).  This  went  on  every  day,  and> 
hundreds  of  the  people  of  Malacca  of  all  races  came  daily  to  see  the 
sight,  being  much  amazed  to  see  the  cleverness  of  the  horses,  acting- 
just  like  men,  and  understanding  all  the  sounds  of  the  trumpet; 
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and  also  to  see  what  the  ofHcer  did,  jumping  his  horse  every  day 
OA^er  the  fence  as  he  went  in  and  out.  One  man  said,  "  He  is  not  a 
man;''  and  another  said,  "This  Englishman  is  really  a  jinn,  that 
is  why  he  is  able  to  do  a  thing  like  that." 

Now  the  sepoys  could  read  the  Koran,  and  knew  the  Arabic 
language,  and  of  course  Hindustani;  and  many  of  them  had  Arab 
blood  in  them,  and  were  Saiyids;  and  they  were  very  polite  and 
respectful,  and  pleasant  in  appearance.  I  asked  them,  "  Where 
did  the  English  bring  you  all  from?"  and  they  answered,  "Our 
city  is  Delhi,  and  we  are  all  the  Nabab^s  people;  the  English  went 
there  and  asked  for  men,  so  the  Nlabab  gave  three  hundred  men. 
There  are  still  there  some  thousands  of  our  companions,  all  of 
them  cavalry  like  us."  I  then  asked  again,  "  How  much  a  month 
is  your  pay  ?  "  They  answered,  "  The  Nabab  pays  us  three  hundred 
sicca  rupees,  and  the  English  pay  us  the  same ;  moreover  they  have 
promised  us  that  if  they  take  the  island  of  Java,  they  will  give  us 
a  present  besides  the  pay  which  Ave  have  mentioned." 

After  three  days  there  came  six  big  ships,  amongst  which  was 
a  ship  which  brought  the  General  from  Madras.  When  that  ship 
arrived,  it  Avas  received  AAdth  a  salute  from  the  cannon  of  the 
Malacca  Fort.  Immediately  after,  there  was  a  parade  of  about  a 
thousand  sepoys  from  Limbongan  as  far  as  Liri,  all  of  them  came 
into  Malacca.,  Avith  their  fifes  and  drums,  and  all  kinds  of  music. 
When  the  troops  arrived,  they  Avere  drawn  up  by  their  officers  three 
deep,  on  both  sides  of  the  street,  from  the  seashore  as  far  as  the 
Resident's  house;  and  a  moment  later  the  General  came  ashore. 
I  saAv  that  lie  Avas  tall  and  stout,  his  face  was  oval,  his  body  of 
medium  huihl,  and  he  Avore  a  long  black  coat,  with  a  star  hanging 
on  his  l)reast.  Four  or  five  meii  Avere  in  attendance  on  him.  Mr. 
"Raffles  and  Mr.  Karquliar  and  tlie  Mahu-ca  officials  came  and  shook 
liands  Avitli  him,  and  saluted  liim  Avith  resjjcct.  As  liis  feet  stepped 
on  shore,  a  i^rcat  many  ,<iiins  were  fired,  and  all  tlie  troops  loAA'Crcd 
their  muskets  in  his  honor,  and  ilie  fifes  and  drums  sounded;  and 
-o  he  walkcfl  ii|>  lo  the  llesident's  liouse.  VVIumi  lie  looked  right 
and  h'l't.  and  saw  a.  great  many  ])eople  saluting  him,  he  also  saluted 
I'ight  and  h'l'l.  and  kept  howing  his  head  until  he  i"(>aeh(Ml  the 
l.'endcnt'v  house;  and  as  he  |»ut  his  foot  on  the  stairs,  all  th(^  ti'oops 
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fired  three  times  in  succession;  it  sounded  as  if  the  territ^^ry  of 
Malacca  would  be  overturned,  xlfter  that  all  of  them  reutirned 
home. 

After  five  or  six  days,  there  came  four  great  ships,  and  people 
said  that  the  Bombay  General  was  on  board  there ;  and  these  ships 
also  were  received  with  a  salute  of  guns  from  Malacca.  When  he 
came  on  shore,  he  was  received  by  the  troops  with  a  parade  such 
as  I  have  described  above;  but  it  seemed  to  me  that  there  was  a 
little  less  respect  than  had  been  paid  to  the  Madras  General.  I  saw 
that  he  was  a  short  man,  with  a  round  face  and  white  hair,  he 
was  of  medium  size,  and  his  face  was  pale  because  of  seeing  so 
many  people ;  and  he  also  was  received  by  the  same  gentlemen,  and 
taken  to  the  Eesident's  house.  As  he  mounted  the  stairs,  the  troops 
fired  over  and  over  again,  and  after  that  they  all  returned  home. 

In  that  way  there  were  always  ships  arriving  every  day,  one 
day  four  or  five,  or  perhaps  one,  until  the  roadstead  at  Malacca  was 
full  of  ships  at  anchor,  the  masts  of  the  ships  appearing  in  rows 
like  the  posts  of  a  fence.  At  that  time  all  kinds  of  food  were  dear 
at  Malacca,  eggs  being  three  for  five  cents,  and  a  fowl  for  a  sicca 
rupee,  and  vegetables  and  fish,  don't  mention  it;  so  that  even  the 
hedukang  fish  in  the  river,  which  are  foul  feeders,  were  all  turned 
into  sicca  rupees.  All  the  people  of  Malacca  of  every  race  had  a 
great  opportunity  to  earn  a  living  at  their  various  occupations,  rich 
and  poor  according  to  their  station.  And  at  that  time  no  woman 
dared  to  move  out  of  her  house,  for  the  English  and  the  sepoys 
were  drunk  and  sprawling  all  along  the  streets,  and  some  of  them 
fighting  and  making  a  great  disturbance ;  and  the  watchmen  and 
police  inspectors  were  constantly  arresting  drunken  men  and  send- 
ing them  to  their  own  places.  At  that  time  nobody  used  the  words 
mata-mata  or  "  police "  or  court,''  but  piang^  and  merinyu  and 
fiscaal  and  justisa.  Moreover  dollars  and  other  money  were  never 
then  seen  at  Malacca,  but  only  sicca  rupees,  and  all  of  them  newly 
minted. 

A  great  many  of  the  Hindu  sepoys  died  every  day,  for  it  was 
said  that  at  sea  they  had  not  eaten  boiled  rice,  but  only  crushed 
rice  and  cocoanut  and  sugar;  but  when  they  came  on  shore  they 
ate  boiled  rice,  and  had  stomach  trouble,  so  that  every  day  they 
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were  dvijig;  besides  wbidi  it  was  their  custom  to  bathe  first  before 
-eating.  Among  those  who  snrvived  many  were  sick  and  pale  and 
bloated. 
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Chapter  7. 

THE  ARRIVAL  OF  LORD  MINTO. 

Two  or  three  days  later  there  appeared  one  morning  a  very 
fast  ship^  painted  blacky  and  lying  low  in  the  water;  and  she  was 
tiying  a  flag  at  the  mast  head.  When  she  was  seen  from  the  other 
ships,  all  of  them  hoisted  their  flags,  and  a  flag  was  hoisted  on  the 
Fort  hill.  There  was  excitement  in  Malacca,  and  people  said, 
"  Lord  Minto's  ship  has  come/'  and  in  a  few  moments  the  ship 
appeared  flying  a  long  pennant.  In  the  town  of  Malacca  the 
order  was  given  that  everyone  should  sweep  in  front  of  his  house, 
and  in  all  the  streets  and  markets  decorations  were  ordered,  and 
thousands  of  people  of  all  races  assembled  on  the  shore,  desiring  to 
see  what  he  looked  like,  and  the  clothes  he  wore,  because  he  was 
such  a  celebrated  person.  A  moment  later  there  was  heard  a  great 
sound  of  music,  and  a  parade  of  all  the  troops  at  Limbongan  and 
Klebang  Kechil  and  Klebang  Besar^  and  Batang  Tiga,  and  Liri, 
and  Tan jong  Kling,  coming  to  Malacca  all  at  once ;  and  the  sounds 
of  the  fifes  and  drums  and  bands,  and  all  the  music  was  like  the 
day  of  resurrection,  and  the  sounds  of  men's  feet  like  a  great  storm. 
All  the  sepoys  and  their  officers  were  wearing  new  clothes,  and 
their  weapons  glittered,  reflecting  the  light  of  the  sun.  So  long- 
was  the  line  of  troops  that  it  took  about  an  hour  as  they  marched 
by  without  ceasing,  although  they  were  drawn  up  two  deep  and 
four  deep,  and  Malacca  was  quite  full  of  troops;  besides  which 
there  were  all  the  people  of  Malacca  who  came  to  see  the  sight,  so 
that  nothing  could  be  seen  except  men  everywhere.  Now  all  the 
troops  were  drawn  up  three  deep,  from  the  edge  of  the  sea  as  far 
as  the  Resident's  house.  A  moment  later,  the  sound  of  a  trumpet 
was  heard  coming  from  Bandar  Hilir,  and  the  parade  of  three 
hundred  horses  with  their  officers  coming  with  a  roaring  sound; 
and  when  they  arrived  the  cavalry  were  drawn  up  all  around  out- 


68  THE  AUTOHIOCiRAPHY^  OF  MUNSHl  ABDULLAH. 


sido  the  iiifaiitrv.  Xow  there  was  at  Malacca  a  large  cutter  belong- 
ing to  the  (^ompaiiy,  which  had  been  decorated,  and  there  was  an 
English  tiag  hoisted  at  the  bow;  and  the  men  who  rowed  it  were 
all  wearing  red  clothes,  their  coats  and  turbans  being  red.  When 
.all  was  read}',  they  went  with  Mr.  Eaffles,  Mr.  Farquhar  and  all  the 
•officials  to  receive  Lord  Minto.  After  about  an  hour,  he  came 
ashore  from  the  anchorage,  and  when  he  landed  the  ships  fired  a 
salute.  When  this  was  heard,  it  was  answered  from  the  shore,  and 
then  all  the,  ships  in  the  roadstead  fired  their  guns,  with  a  sound 
like  popping  corn.  For  two  or  three  hours  the  sound  of  the  cannon 
did  not  cease,  and  the  sea  was  obscured  with  the  smoke  of  the  gun- 
powder. After  a  while  the  cutter  reached  the  shore,  and  all  the 
^officers  and  the  troops  on  parade  were  ready  waiting,  and  when 
Lord  Minto  set  his  foot  on  shore,  the  cannon  on  the  hill  sounded. 

When  I  saw  the  appearance  and  form  of  Lord  Minto,  I  was 
Tery  much  amazed,  for  I  had  been  imagining  what  he  would  look 
like,  and  how  handsome  he  would  be,  and  big  and  tall,  and  about 
his  clothes :  and  I  remembered  the  Malay  proverb  which  says,  "  The 
fame  is  greater  than  the  reality,"  and  so  I  bit  my  forefinger.  As 
to  his  appearance,  as  I  saw  him,  he  was  past  middle  age,  his  body 
w^as  thin,  and  his  actions  gentle,  and  his  face  pleasant;  it  seemed 
to  me  that  he  could  hardly  lift  a  twenty-five  pound  weight,  so 
feeble  did  he  appear  to  be.  I  noticed  that  he  was  wearing  a  black 
coat  of  broad-cloth  and  black  trousers,  and  there  was  nothing  else 
that  I  could  mention.  All  the  officials  who  were  going  to  receive 
him  kept  for  away  from  him,  and  no  one  dared  to  offer  their  hands 
to  him,  but  they  all  took  off  their  hats  and  folded  their  arms ;  and 
the  officers  of  tlie  sepoys  shouted,  and  ordered  all  of. them  to  lower 
their  muskets,  as  a  sign  of  respect.  As  he  came  ashore  he  looked 
right  and  left,  and  bowed  right  and  left,  and  then  walked  slowly 
all  tlirDugh  tlie  ]-anks,  while  the  cannons  were  sounding  all  the  time; 
and  liis  liand  did  not  cease  saluting  with  a  polite  and  respectful 
jnanncr.  I  did  not  see  the  slightest  sign  of  liaughtiness  or  raising 
his  head,  but  he  merely  ])owed  witli  a  pleasant  face.  All  the  people 
iJiai  were  ihcTd  saluted  him,  and  he  stopped  there  a  moment,  and 
lifted  his  liand  to  rcinrn  Ihe  salute  of  the  poor  people,  Chinese, 
Malays,  Tamils,  and  Tori ugucse,  smiling  as  lie  returned  tlicir  greet- 
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jiig's.  How  the  hearts  of  all  God's  creatures  opened  to  him,  with 
many  prayers,  seeing  his  kindness  and  the  way  in  which  he  knew 
liow  to  win  men's  hearts ! 

At  that  moment  I  was  deep  in  thought,  remembering  the  truth 
•of  the  Malay  proverb,  wdiich  says,  If  a  snake  creeps  along  a  root, 
it  will  not  lose  its  venom;"  and  still  more  the  Chinese  proverb 
which  says,  "  Will  the  water  shake  in  a  full  barrel?  but  in  a  barrel 
half  full  the  water  will  shake."  At  the  present  time  the  oflficials 
for  the  most  part  are  like  those  who  lay  a  gentleman^s  table,  they 
have  no  standing,  but  their  pride  rises  to  the  sky;  and  if  poor 
people  like  myself  should  greet  them  three  or  four  times,  they 
would  pretend  not  to  see  it;  and  if  they  were  in  a  carriage,  they 
would  be  still  more  important.  The  way  they  got  their  position 
was  as  the  children  say,  "  If  a  monkey  gets  a  flower,  does  he  know 
what  use  it  is?  On  the  contrar}^,  he  tears  it  up  and  throws  it  on 
the  ground.''  And  again,  as  the  Malays  sa}',  However  high  the 
stork  may  fly,  at  last  it  will  perch  on  the  buffalo's  back."  This  is 
an  illustration  to  show  that  how^ever  important  a  person  may  be,' 
cit  last  he  will  be  below  the  sod.  But  I  beg  a  thousand  pardons  of 
the  officials  mentioned  above,  if  they  should  read  my  stor}^,  for  I 
do  not  say  all  this  because  of  envy,  nor  in  order  to  humiliate  any 
one.  But  in  this  world  our  life  is  onh^'  for  a  day  or  two ;  and  if 
we  do  well,  we  shall  be  well  spoken  of,  and  similarly  if  we  do  evil. 
As  the  Malays  say,  When  a  tiger  dies,  he  leaves  behind  him  his 
stripes;  and  when  an  elephant  dies,  he  leaves  his  bones."  Thus 
those  wdio  die  leave  their  reputation  to  those  who  survive  them. 

I  will  now  return  to  my  story  concerning  Lord  Minto.  After 
a  moment  he  ceased  greeting  the  people,  and  walked  slowly  on  with 
his  head  bent,  and  reached  the  Eesident's  house,  and  went  upstairs. 
All  the  officials  in  Malacca,  and  the  officers  who  had  just  come, 
went  up  there  to  meet  him.  I  noticed  that  amongst  all  the  numer- 
ous officials  Mr.  Eaffles  was  the  only  one  who  dared  to  approach 
him,  and  the  others  sat  far  off;  and  when  they  had  met  with  him 
a  moment,  they  all  returned  home.  All  the  troops  fired  three  times 
in  succession,  and  then  they  all  went  home. 

The  next  day  Lord  Minto  went  first  of  all  to  see  the  jail^  where 
criminals  and  debtors  were  imprisoned;  some  of  them  had  been 
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there  three  or  four  years,  and  others  six  or  seven  mojiths.  Wlieu 
he  got  there,  as  the  door  opened,  all  the  people  in  the  prison  came 
running;  some  of  them  fell  on  their  faces  at  his  feet,  and  others 
wept;  each  of  them  making  his  complaint.  The  Warden,  that  is 
the  man  in  charge  of  the  jail,  forbade  them;  but  Lord  Minto  said, 
"  J^ever.  mind.'^  When  he  saw  the  condition  of  affairs,  his  eye& 
filled  with  tears,  and  he  said  in  the  Hindustani  language,  "  Don't 
you  worry,  in  a  moment  everyone  will  be  set  free."  When  they 
heard  that  they  all  rejoiced,  and  knelt  at  his  feet,  each  of  them 
feeling  as  if  he  were  a  king.  So  Lord  Minto  returned  to  the 
Eesident's  house.  Shortly  after,  the  Eesident,  Mr.  Farquhar,  came 
with  the  man  in  charge  of  the  prison,  and  with  a  number  of  police 
and  inspectors,  bringing  keys  to  open  the  doors  of  the  prison,  and 
they  cried  saying,  "  Come  out  everyone.  Lord  Minto  says  to  let  you 
go."  I  cannot  describe  the  joy  of  all  these  men;  there  was  a 
regular  hubbub  as  they  all  went  out,  expressing  their  thanks,  and 
praying  for  Lord  Minto  that  God  would  give  him  long  life  and 
victory  over  his  enemies.  I  pray  to  God  that  thus  He  may  pardon 
our  sins,  and  set  us  free  from  the  punishment  of  hell  fire.  Amen,. 
Amen,  Amen. 

The  next  day  he  went  to  see  the  Trongho  Glap,  which  is  a  very 
dark  dungeon.  When  he  got  there,  he  saw  all  the  implements  of 
various  kinds  for  torturing  people;  the  place  for  branding;  the 
place  called  Tratu  where  people's  joints  were  hammered,  after  which 
they  were  hung ;  and  the  place  where  people  were  put  in  the  stocks ; 
and  the  place  where  people  were  hung.  All  these  implements  had 
been  used  at  the  time  of  the  Dutch.  When  Lord  Minto  saw  all 
thcise  applianc-es,  he  looked  very  cross,  and  he  spat  several  times,, 
a  J  id  said  to  the  man  in  charge  of  the  implements,  "  Take  these 
down  below  and  burn  them;  don't  let  one  of  them  remain."  Im- 
mediately (-onx  icts  were  called  to  come  and  take  all  the  implements- 
down  to  tlic  foot  of  tlie  hill,  and  burn  them.  After  that  he  went 
up  again  to  see  the  dark  dn iigcon,  and  when  he  got  there,  there 
were  two  or  three  UKvn  bcini;-  punished  there  who  had  committed 
gr(!at  crimes,  but  he  s(!i  tJuiin  \v(h\  and  gave  ord(>rs  to  deniolisb 
the  dungeon,  }iiid  to  maJ<(>  a  beautiful  new  one,  as  it  is  ;it  the  present 
time.    Tlu'  difrcrcuce  between  tlie  rornuir  j)ris()u  and  lh(^  present 
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one  is  as  great  as  the  difference  between  the  earth  and  the  heavens, 
for  the  Trongko  or  dark  dungeon  which  used  to  be  there  had  no 
windows  at  all,  and  no  place  to  sit  or  sleep,  but  the  earth  was  the 
only  place  to  sleep,  and  day  and  night  were  just  the  same,  and 
there  they  performed  their  natural  functions ;  w^hoever  got  into  that 
•dungeon. was  like  a  person  who  had  entered  Hell.  But  the  present 
prison  has  dozens  of  windows,  and  the  bars  are  all  of  iron,  and 
inside  it  is  paved  witli  stones,  and  there  are  rooms  like  those  in  a 
house ;  besides  which  there  are  beds,  and  at  night  several  lamps  are 
lit;  the  only  punishment  consists  in  their  not  being  able  to  go  out 
-any  where,  and  even  a  man's  wife  and  children  can  come  and  see 
him  there ;  for  this  reason  most  people  say  that  the  prison  is  beauti- 
ful, and  people  like  to  be  there^  and  they  are  not  afraid  of  it, 
because  they  do  not  suffer  anything.  The  people  who  talk  like  that 
fire  thoughtless,  as  it  appears  to  me,  for  they  imagine  that  people 
can  be  frightened  by  being  made  to  suffer  like  that;  but  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  cruelty,  and  to  show  a  lack  of  pity  for  one's  fellow- 
creatures.  It  is  enough  to  put  them  in  there,  without  making 
them  suffer  in  that  way;  for  does  not  everybody  know  that  the 
place  is  called  a  jail,  so  it  is  certainly  disgraceful,  and  what  is  the 
good  of  making  God's  creatures  suffer  like  that?  If  their  crime 
is  worthy  of  death,  let  them  be  killed  at  once. 

One  afternoon  Lord  Minto  came  to  the  plantation  where  Mr. 
Eafiiies  lived,  as  he  was  going  round  to  see  the  villages.  When  he 
arrived,  Mr.  Eaflfles  went  hurriedly  downstairs  to  receive  him.  As 
he  came  into  the  room  where  we  were  all  writing,  we  rose  to  greet 
him;  and  as  he  was  looking  around  the  place^  he  came  to  where  I 
was  writing,  and  I  stepped  back,,  for  I  waB  the  youngest  of  all  the 
writers.  He  shook  my  hand,  and  said  in  the  Hindustani  language, 
■'^  How  do  you  do?"  I  showed  him  due  respect.  The  skin  of  his 
liand  felt  to  me  as  soft  as  the  hand  of  a  baby.  He  came  to  see  how 
the  Malays  write,  and  the  appearance  of  their  writing;  and  he  told 
me  to  write  for  a  moment,  and  watched  my  hand,  smiling  and  say- 
ing, How  can  you  write  so  f ast^  since  it  is  from  right  to  left." 
He  also  said,  "  You  had  better  learn  the  English  language,  and  to 
read  English,"  I  replied,  "  I  should  very  much  like  to  learn,  sir." 
After  that  he  went  into  Mr.  Eaffles's  house,  and  after  seeing  Mrs. 
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Raffles  for  a  moment,  he  returned  home.  Every  day,  however, 
Mr.  Eaffles  went  to  see  him  at  his  house. 

From  the  time  when  he  arrived  at  Malacea,  he  went  out  driv- 
ing every  evening.  One  day  he  would  go  to  see  a  mosque,  another 
day  to  see  a  Chinese  Temple,  and  another  day  he  went  to  see  the 
temples  of  the  Hindoos  and  of  the  Portuguese;  he  went  all  around 
the  town  of  Malacca.  Wherever  people  met  his  carriage,  both  rich 
and  poor  and  lowly  stopped  to  salute  him,  and  he  immediately  re- 
turned their  greeting;  at  times  when  many  people  saluted  him  all 
along  the  street,  he  would  merely  hold  his  hat,  without  putting  it 
on  his  head,  but  Just  waving  his  hat  with  a  pleasant  countenance 
and  a  polite  manner.  I  saw  that  he  did  not  in  the  least  exaggerate 
his  own  importance,  either  in  his  manner  or  his  clothes,  while  the 
servants  in  his  employ  wore  livery  like  officials,  with  silk  umbrellas 
and  watches  and  beautiful  clothes ;  and  they  made  no  little  distur- 
bance and  trouble  for  the  people  in  the  bazaar  and  in  the  shops; 
everj^one  was  afraid  of  them,  because  they  were  the  servants  of  a 
high  official;  for  they  thought  it  was  like  the  customs  of  Malay 
princes  and  Chinese  officials,  that  if  their  servants  do  anything  to 
the  people  of  the  town  they  cannot  do  anything  to  them,  and  if 
one  of  them  is  killed,  seven  men  will  be  killed  in  revenge.  IsTone 
of  them  knew  the  good  customs  of  the  English;  not  merely  the 
servants  oi  a  high  official,  but  even  if  the  official  himself  were  to 
do  anything  which  he  ought  not,  he  could  be  brought  to  trial;  and 
if  for  instance  he  had  killed  a  man,  he  would  certainly  suffer  the 
death  penalty;  for  the  English  law  will  never  permit  anyone  to  do 
wrong  to  another,  either  great  or  small,  prince  or  peasant,  all  are 
exactly  the  same  in  the  sight  of  the  law.  Yet  it  is  right  to  give 
honor  to  an  official  on  account  of  his  position,  and  not  because  he 
does  violence  or  takes  other  people's  property  or  does  anything  which 
is  improper. 
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Chapteti  8. 

THE  TREACHERY  OF  TENGKU  PEN^GLIMA  BeSAR. 

We  now  come  to  the  story  of  Tengku  Penglima  Besar,  whO' 
had  been  sent  by  Mr.  Raffles  to  take  a  letter  to  Java,  together  with 
Pengeran,  the  son  of  a  Javanese  official;  and  they  had  been  gone 
nearly  three  months.  After  they  went,  .all  the  ships  assembled  at 
Malacca,  nntil  the  Malacca  roadstead  was  full.  I  counted  all  the 
ships  reaching  from  Tanjong  Keling  as  far  as  Pulau  Panjang,  and 
there  were  in  all  a  hundred  ships,  large  and  small,  besides  dozens 
of  ships  which  had  passed  by,  to  go  and  wait  all  along  the  sea  as 
far  as  Java. 

One  day  there  came  a  signaller  from  the  signal  station  on  the 
hill,  and  told  Mr.  Raffles,  saying,  "  Sir,  your  cutter  has  returned 
which  Tengku  Penglima  Besar  went  in.^^  Mr.  Raffles  was  very  glad 
to  hear  the  news,  for  only  a  week  later  all  the  ships  were  to  sail, 
and  they  had  made  ready  all  their  equipment,  and  the  food  for 
the  voyage  was  also  ready.  Shortly  after  the  cutter  anchored,  and 
Tengku  Penglima  Besar  and  Pengeran  came  ashore.  As  soon  as 
they  arrived,  they  both  came  to  Mr.  Raffles'  house,  bringing  a  letter- 
wrapped  in  yellow  cloth.  Mr.  Raffles  was  ready  waiting,  and  when 
he  met  them,  he  shook  hands  with  both  of  them,  and  showed  them. 
honour,  and  Mr.  Raffles  said,  "  What  is  the  news,  Tengku,  are  you 
well  ? ''  He  replied,  "  Quite  well,  sir ;  I  was  very  nearly  killed  by 
being  stabbed;  but  only  two  of  my  men  were  killed,  being  stabbed 
as  they  went  ashore  to  take  the  letter."  He  told  Mr.  Raffles  all 
that  happened  when  the  letter  was  taken,  and  Mr.  Raffles  replied, 
"  Don't  you  worry,  Tengku ;  the  English  Company  will  adequately 
reward  all  your  labour.  If  we  succeed  in  taking  the  island  of  Java, 
I  will  ask  Lord  Minto  to  let  you  govern  a  Province,  whichever  one 
you  like,  ^^ow  what  about  the  letter  ?  "  He  immediately  produced 
the  letter,  with  its  yellow  wrapping.  .  Mr.  Raffles  said,  "  Did  you. 
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yoii7'selt'  iiict't  the  Siisiniau  ?  He  replied,  "  T  did  sir,  at  uiglit; 
and  lie  toJd  me  that  wlienever  the  Eji^^liKh  wislied  to  come  and  take 
tlie  island  ot  Java,  lie  was  read\^  to  eome  and  Ijejj)  on  shore.  More- 
over I  had  not  time  to  talk,  sir,  for  I  was  afraid  that-  tliere  v/ere 
[)eople  belonging  to  the  Dnteh  watehing.  When  I  got  the  letter, 
I  wanted  to  go  on  board,  but  some  Javanese  employed  by  the  Dutch 
eame  to  arrest  all  of  iis.  We  fought  with  our  krises,  and  two  of 
my  men  were  killed;  and  how  many  of  their  people  were  killed  T 
do  not  know,  "for  it  was  very  dark/'  While  he  was  speaking,  the 
Pengeran  was  also  there  listening,  and  he  confirmed  what  was  said. 
Mr.  Eaffles  answered,  "  The  company  is  very  much  obliged  to  you." 
AVhen  Mr.  Raffles  had  received  the  letter,  Tengku  Penglima  Besar 
took  leave  to  go  home,  and  afterwards  Pengeran  also  went  home. 
Mr.  Eaffles  shook  hands  with  them,  and  showed  them  honour,  and 
each  of  them  went  to  his  own  house. 

In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Eaffles  sent  for  l.^engeran,  as  he  wanted 
him  to  read  the  letter,  because  he  understood  the  Javanese  language. 
He  came  immediately,  and  when  he  came  up,  Mr.  Eaffles  told  him 
to  open  the  letter,  and  he  read  it.  After  the  compliments  to  the 
English  Compan}",  there  were  respects  and  greetings  to  Mr.  Eaffles, 
and  then  it  said,  The  letter  and  the  things  sent  wt  have  received, 
and  as  for  our  friend's  request  to  us,  we  are  ready  w^aiting,  and 
whenever  our  friend  comes  to  Java,  we  will  come  to  his  assistance 
on  shore."  When  Mr.  Eaffles  heard  the  word;?  of  the  letter  he  gazed 
for  some  time  in  deep  thought.  The  Pengeran  had  returned  home 
^fter  reading  tlie  letter. 

T  iioticed  liow  Mr.  Eaffles  acted,  for  from  the  time  when  he 
Jieard  the  contents  of  the  letter  until  the  afternoon  he  seemed  un- 
settled; every  now  and  then  he  would  take  the  letter,  and  look  at 
it,  a]id  afterwards  lie  would  ])ut  it  down;  this  was  how  he  behaved. 
His  custom  was  to  drive  out  in  the  afternoon,  but  that  day  the 
(•arriage  remained  at  the  door  until  night,  for  he  did  not  want  to 
iea\'(;  the  house,  and  all  night  long  he  was  like  that.  In  the  morn- 
ing at  iiiiK!  o'clo(;k  I  came,  as  my  custom  was  every  day,  and  I  saw 
that  Mr.  Kanies  was  leaning  back  in  his  chair,  and  holding  the  letter 
in  his  liand.  Aftf^r  eating  breakfast,  he  went  downstairs  to  see  the 
jj(!Oj)le  who  wei-e  packing  u])  his  goods,  but  the  letter,  T  iioticed,  was 
Ktill  in  his  hand:  afier  which  he  again  went  upstairs. 
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After  a  time  I  aaw  him  go  down  hurriedly,  and  he  said,  "  Ibra- 
him, bring'  me  four  or  fi\'e  sheets  of  the  paper  that  is  in  the  cup- 
board." Ibrahim  took  the  paper  upstairs,  and  a  moment  later  he- 
brought  down  the  letter  together  with  that  jiaper,  and  showed  them 
to  his  secretary  and  to  all  of  us,  saying,  "  Is  the  number  of  this. 
])aper  on  which  this  letter  is  written  the  same  as  this  paper  or 
not  ?  "  We  answered,  Exactl}^  the  same ;  there  is  no  difference,, 
except  that  it  is  a  little  crumpled  by  the  hand  which  wrote  it." 
Immediately  he  sent  a  policeman  to  call  Pengeran,  and  he  came  at 
once.  I  noticed  that  the  colour  of  Pengeran's  face  had  changed, 
and  that  he  was  pale. 

At  the  moment  when  he  arrived,  Mr.  Eaffles  was  still  holding- 
the  letter,  and  walking  up  and  down  on  his  verandah;  and  Pengeran 
came  up.  When  Mr.  Eaffles  saw  him  out  of  the  corner  of  his  eye, 
he  did.  not  address  him ;  and  he  stood  near  the  wall.  After  he  had 
walked  up  and  down  ten  or  twenty  times,  he  sprang  at  Pengeran; 
I  thought  he  was  going  to  strike  him,  for  at  that  moment  I  was 
peeping  through  a  chink  in  the  door.  When  he  sprang  at  him,  I 
saw  that  Pengeran  was  taken  aback.  Without  calling  him  by  name, 
Mr.  Raffles  said,  "  Did  the  Susunan  of  Bantaram  really  give  this 
letter  ?  "  At  that  moment  I  saw  that  the  Pengeran's  face  was  like- 
the  face  of  a  corpse,  and  absolutely  bloodless.  He  was  silent,  and 
did  not  reply  to  what  Mr.  Eaffles  said.  Then  Mr.  Eaffles  said, 
"  Don^t  you  hear  wdiat  I  ask  ?  If  you  don't  tell  the  truth,  I  will 
have  you  hung  this  moment."  When  the  Pengeran  heard  Mr. 
Eaffles  say  that  in  a  furious  rage,  his  feet  and  hands  shook  as  he 
stood.  I  never  saw  Mr.  Eaffles's  face  such  a  colour,  almost  blueish,. 
and  his  hands  trembled  because  he  was  so  angry ;  and  he  said,  "  You 
won't  tell  the  truth  ?  "  Pengeran  answered,  "  Sir,  what  can  I  do  ?  "' 
He  was  silent  a  moment ;  and  then  Mr.  Eaffles  said,  "  What  is  that  ? 
Tell  the  truth."  Pengeran  answered,  "  Sir,  I  was  a  subordinate 
under  the  orders  of  Tengku  Penglima  Besar,  and  I  obeyed  what- 
ever he  ordered ;  if  I  had  not  obeyed  he  would  have  killed  me."  Mr. 
Eaffles  said,  "  What  is  that ;  how  did  it  begin  ?  Tell  the  truth ;  if 
not,  it  will  be  the  worse  for  you."  Pengeran  said,  How  can  I 
tell  it,  for  I  have  sworn  on  the  Koran  not  to  reveal  this  secret."" 
Mr.  Eaffles  said,  "  That  is  no  use,  you  must  tell  it." 
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reiigeran  answered,  ^'  \  ery  well,  sir,  it  is  not  1113'  fault;  wlKiii 
we  first  sailed  from  here,  in  twelve  days  we  reached  the  mouth  of 
the  Pelembaiig  river,  and  there  came  a  strong  head  wind  against 
lis  from  the  southeast.  Then  Tengku  Penglima  Besar  said,  "  Let 
us  call  in  at  Jambi,  for  this  wind  is  very  strong."  I  replied,  "  Mr. 
Eaffies  told  us  not  to  call  in  anywhere."  Teiigku  Penglima  Besar 
said,  How  is  that?  if  that  is  so,  let  us  die;  but  rather  than  die 
at  sea,  let  us  die  in  some  foreign  land."  He  was  angry  when  he 
;said  this,  and  I  replied,  "  Do  what  you  think  best,  Tengku."  So 
the  cutter  w^as  sailed  in  the  direction  of  the  Jambi  river,  and  after 
two  days  sail,  we  reached  the  mouth  of  the  river.  When  we  arrived, 
he  put  on  shore  the  opium  and  all  the  good  things,  and  he  and  his 
sons  and  four  or  five  men  went  ashore,  while  I  and  the  sailors  re- 
mained on  the  cutter.  We  waited  a  day,  and  he  did  not  come;  then 
■a  second  day,  and  still  he  did  not  come;  and  on  the  sixth  day  his 
men  came  on  board  and  asked  for  the  remaining  things ;  and  I  did 
not  dare  to  refuse  him,  for  I  was  only  one,  and  Avas  afraid  he  might 
stab  me.  When  he  had  taken  the  things  away,  he  remained  about 
fifteen  days  on  shore,  and  then  at  last  he  came  on  board,  with  a 
surly  face  and  very  angry.  He  came  on  board  the  cutter,  and  went 
into  the  cabin  and  slept,  and  all  his  men  sat  down  and  cooked  their 
food.  This  went  on  for  five  or  six  days,  after  which  he  went  ashore 
-again,  and  said  to  me,  "  In  this  season  the  wind  is  very  strong, 
wait  a  few  days  longer,  and  we  can  sail."  I  replied,  "  Very  well, 
Tengku."  He  remained  on  shore  for  six  or  seven  days,  and  then 
came  on  board;  and  when  he  arrived,  he  ordered  the  anchor  to  be 
weighed,  and  we  sailed.  He  sailed  the  cutter  into  the  creeks  of 
tlie  river,  and  then  ordered  us  to  anchor,  and  w^e  remained  there 
another  six  or  seven  days.  A  small  vessel  came  and  wished  to  pass 
that  wa}^,  and  he  fired  at  it,  but  the  men  in  that  vessel  returned 
onr  fire,  and  two  men  in  the  cutter  were  killed;  we  continued  the 
figlit  nntil  tlu;  sun  went  down,  and  tlieji  the  wind  fell,  and  that 
v(!ss('l  sailed  away,  and  where  it  went  we  could  ]iot  see.  After  that 
he  plundered  tlire(!  otiier  vessels,  and  their  ci'ews  all  jumped  into 
th(!  water,  and  lie  look  their  property.  ^I'liis  wcni.  on  for  about  a 
fortnighi,  and  one  morning  lu;  called  me,  and  said.  "  Now  what 
do  you  advise?  for  we  cannot  lake  that  Ictlcr  io  ihi^  Susnnan  of 
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Bantaram,  becaiise  the  wind  is  too  strong.'^  I  replied,  Wh}^  could 
we  not  get  there,  if  we  sailed  with  determination?  for  this  is  not 
ihe  season  of  storms."  When  he  heard  me  say  that,  he  was  angry, 
.and  had  a  surly  look,  so  I  kept  quiet  for  fear  he  might  stab  me. 

I  have  a  plan  now,"  he  said ;  "  will  you  all  obey  ?  "  I  and  the 
sailors  all  said,  "  What  is  it,  Tengku?  "  He  said,  If  you  are  real- 
ly willing,  I  will  have  you  all  swear  that  you  will  never  reveal  this 
secret:  and  if  anyone  will  not  do  so,  let  him  say."  We  all  answered, 
"  We  will  do  whatever  you  say."  He  brought  out  the  Koran,  and 
called  me  first,  and  told  me  to  swear;  and  I  was  startled  to  see  him 
so  very  angry,  as  if  he  was  going  to  kill  someone;  so  I  thought,  if 
I  do  not  do  what  he  wishes,  he  will  certainly  kill  me,  so  then  I 
.swore  that  I  would  not  reveal  the  secret;  after  which  all  the  sailors 
swore.  AVhen  that  had  been  done,  he  said,  Let  us  write  a  letter, 
and  say  that  it  is  a  letter  from  the  Susunan  of  Bantaram  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Eaffles's  letter,  and  say  that  he  received  the  letter  we  brought^ 
.and  is  ready  waiting;  and  whenever  Mr.  Raffles  comes  to  attack  the 
island  of  Java,  he  will  assist  on  shore."  After  that  I  wrote  the 
letter,  and  when  it  was  done,  he  wrapped  it  with  yellow  cloth ;  after 
v'hich  we  promised  faithfully  that  we  would  not  reveal  the  secret. 
When  the  work  of  preparing  that  letter  was  completed,  the  cutter 
sailed  to  Malacca.  These,  sir,  are  the  circumstances  from  begin- 
ning to  end." 

When  Mr.  Eaffles  heard  all  that  had  occurred,  he  bit  his  finger^ 
and  stamped  with  his  foot,  and  his  face  was  very  red;  and  he  said. 
You  go  down  stairs."  I  saw  that  at  that  time  Mr.  Eaffles  acted 
like  a  man  in  great  trouble,  sighing  from  time  to  time,  for  that 
was  the  day  when  he  was  to  send  his  things  on  board  ship.  The 
other  ships  all  sailed  that  day,  and  the  Malacca  roadstead  was  dark 
with  the  number  of  ships  that  were  sailing.  In  the  town  of  Malacca 
also  there  was  a  great  stir  that  day,  for  thirty  or  forty  ships  were 
all  sailing  at  once,  and  there  only  remained  about  fifty  or  sixty 
ships. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  carriages  of  various 
officials  came  to  Mr.  Eaffles's  house,  for  they  had  heard  that  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  J ava.  Then  Mr.  Eaffles  suffered  great  humi- 
liation, because  every  one  of  those  gentlemen  wanted  to  hear  the 
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contents  of  that  Jotter.  A  moment  later  Lord  Minto  iiimself  came 
to  Mr.  Rafties's  lioiise^  and  when  his  carria«^-e  arrived,  Mr.  Kaffles- 
went  doM^n  to  receive  Lord  Minto  with  a  pale  face.  When  all  of 
them  had  assemhled,  Mr.  Raffles  said,  "  Go  and  call  Tengku  Peng- 
lima  Besar ; "  and  he  told  the  sepoy  who  was  O]]  guard  at  the  gate,, 
that  when  he  came  he  should  not  allow  his  men  to  enter,  but  he 
alone  could  go  in.  Ever}^  day  when  Mr.  Raffles  sent  for  him,  he 
came  immediately ;  but  that  day  as  many  as  three  policemen  went 
to  call  him,  and  even  then  he  had  not  yet  come,  for  he  was  packing 
up  his  things  to  run  away.  A  moment  later  he  came,  and  his  men 
came  with  him,  about  ten  or  twelve  of  them,  each  wearing  his  hris; 
and  both  his  sons  were  with  him,  and  each  of  them  had  two  krises. 
When  they  reached  the  gate  of  the  enclosure,  the  sepoy  would  not 
allow  any  of  them  to  come  in,  except  Tengku  Penglima  Besar,  and 
the  others  all  remained  outside.  As  there  was  nothing  else  for  him 
to  do,  Tengku  Penglima  Besar  walked  in  slowly ;  and  when  he  came 
to  the  house,  he  wanted  to  go  upstairs,  but  the  man  who  was  guard- 
ing the  stairs  would  not  let  him,  but  went  and  told  Mr.  Raffles. 
After  a  time  Mr.  Raffles  came  down ;  and  as  soon  as  he  saw  Mr. 
Raffles'  face  he  saluted  him,  but  Mr.  Raffles  did  not  return  his- 
salute,  because  he  was  too  angry ;  and  he  said,  "  You  are  a  liar, 
and  I  will  have  you  put  at  the  mouth  of  a  cannon ;  go  away !  don't 
stand  here !  This  afternoon  that  little  ship  will  sail ;  go  on  board 
quickly,  for  at  four  o'clock  she  will  sail;  when  we  get  to  sea,  I 
will  place  3^ou  in  front  of  the  cannon's  mouth.  But  what  can  I  do« 
now,  as  I  am  going  to  sail  tomorrow  morning;  if  it  were  not  for 
that,  ypu  ought  to  Ije  hung.  Go  away!  Don't  stand  in  front  of 
me  any  longer !  I  do  not  want  to  see  the  face  of  a  liar  and  a 
pirate."  At  that  time  I  saw  that  the  face  of  Tengku  Penglima 
Besar  was  like  the  face  of  a  corpse,  and  he  could  not  answer  a 
word ;  if  a  stone  could  speak,  then  he  could ;  because  he  had  been 
found  out.  At  tliat  time  Mr.  Raffles  was  greatly  humiliated  in 
tlie  presence  of  TiOrd  Minto,  for  he  had  guaranteed  that  Tengku 
Penglima  Besar  was  a  good  man.  If  at  that  time  he  had  lost  say 
ten  thousand  dollars,  it  would  not  liave  been  so  much  trouble  tO' 
liini,  bccausf!  lie  was  Inimiliated  before  the  oflicials.  I  suppose  it 
was  because  of  this  huniilintioii  tliat  lie  intentionally  told  Tengku 
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Peiiglima  Besar  to  run  away;  if  he  had  not,  at  that  moment  he 
<^oukl  have  done  to  him  anything  that  he  liked.  And  in  order  that 
he  miglit  ]iot  be  seen  by  those  gentlemen,  Tengkn  Pengiima  Besar 
returned  to  liis  house.  There  was  a  great  commotion  at  Mr.  Eaffles' 
house,  because  he  was  about  to  sail,  and  amongst  all  the  people  who 
were  bustling  about,  Tengkn  Pengiima  Besar  escaped  that  night  in 
ii  small  boat  (sampan),  and  it  is  said  that  he  went  to  Siak. 

Moral;  Oh  my  wise  friends!  it  is  right  that  you  should  take 
warning  from  all  the  terrible  things  which  I  have  mentioned.  It 
^should  be  a  reminder  to  all  wlio  would  look  for  a  trustworthy  man, 
and  one  in  wlioni  one  could  place  confidence  and  reliance,  that  such 
a  thing  is  dear  to  buy  and  hard  to  find  at  the  present  time,  and  if 
one  does  not  examine  and  investigate  sufficiently,  in  the  end  one 
will  surely  regret  it,  as  Mr.  Raffles  did;  but  what  is  the  good  of 
that?  As  the  Malays  say:  ''To  regret  beforehand  is  some  gain, 
but  to  regret  afterwards  is  useless."  As  the  wise  men  say,  "  A 
drop  of  indigo  will  spoil  a  whole  pan  of  milk."  In  Mr.  Raffles^ 
case,  because  he  made  insufficient  investigation  in  regard  to  that 
important  affair,  he  afterwards  repented  wdthout  avail,  for  he  knew 
that  the  character  of  a  bad  man  is  very  difficult  to  reform,  unless 
one  receives  an  indication  from  God.  As  the  wise  men  say,  Even 
though  the  crow  be  bathed  with  rose  water,  and  given  amber  and 
musk  to  eat,  its  black  feathers  will  not  become  wdiite." 

Tliat  very  night  one  of  the  ships  anchored  off  Klebang  Besar 
was  l)urned.  The  fire  was  caused  by  a  man  who  was  smoking  on 
the  ship,  and  threw  down  the  end  of  his  cigar  inside  the  vessel, 
and  the  cordage  caught  fire,  and  so  the  ship  was  burned.  It  caught 
fire  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and  the  next  day  about  eleven 
o'clock  the  fire  reached  the  magazine^  and  the  ship  blew  up  with  a 
sound  like  thunder;  one  could  feel  the  town  of  Malacca  shake,  and 
the  ship  sank.  The  captain  of  the  ship  was  staying  on  shore.  Im- 
mediately all  the  ships  anchored  in  the  roadstead  weighed  their 
anchors  and  sailed,  for  fear  they  should  catch  fire.  Two  days  after 
the  ship  w^as  burned,  many  people  in  Malacca  picked  up  the  equip- 
ment of  the  ship  and  various  things  wdiich  were  floating  all  along 
the  shore. 

On  that  day  Mr.  Raffles  was  going  to  sail,  and  he  wished  to 
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take  me  with  him,  but  my  mother  wouhl  not  allow  it,  aud  she  cried 
and  said,  "  I  have  not  two  sons  nor  three,  only  one,  and  he  is  like- 
my  own  eye/'  Mr.  Eaffles  replied^  "Are  you  afraid  he  will  die?" 
My  mother  answered,  "  ~No  sir,  not  because  of  his  dying;  but  he  is. 
still  a  lad,  and  not  accustomed  to  be  separated  from  his  parents; 
besides  which  I  hear  that  at  Batavia  there  is  a  great  deal  of  sick- 
ness, and  therefore  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  let  my  boy  go."  Mr. 
Eaffles  replied,  "  Very  well,  if  my  life  is  spared  I  will  return  here,, 
and  will  employ  Abdullah  again."  He  called  me  into  his  study, 
and  wrote  a  letter ;  after  which  he  opened  a  box,  and  took  out  thirty 
dollars,  and  gave  me  the  letter  with  the  money,  saying,  "  If  any 
Englishmen  send  for  you  to  work  for  them,  or  to  teach  the  Malay 
language,  show  them  this  letter,  and  you  will  get  work."  I  received 
it  with  thanks ;  and  then  he  said,  "  Go  and  say  goodbye  to  my 
wife ; "  so  I  went  and  said  goodbye  to  Mrs.  Eaffles,  and  she  gave  me 
ten  dollars,  and  some  muslin  with  gold  embroidery,  half  a  piece, 
and  said,  "  Make  this  into  a  coat."  I  then  went  home  with  a  very 
sad  heart,  because  I  was  very  fond  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eaffles,  and 
they  seemed  like  my  father  and  mother.  If  it  had  not  been  that  I 
was  afraid  of  my  parents,  m}"  own  desire  at  that  time  would  have 
been  to  run  away  and  follow  him  wherever  he  went,  for  he  was  very 
kind  and  courteous  in  the  way  he  spoke  to  us ;  May  God  reward  hi& 
kindness  in  this  world  with  increasing  honour  and  glory,  and  give 
him  health  and  comfort,  with  peace  of  mind.  That  very  day  he 
made  another  plan,  and  took  with  him  my  uncle,  whose  name  was 
Ismael  Lebai,  and  he  sailed  in  Lord  Minto's  ship.  All  the  other 
ships  sailed  also,  and  the  roadstead  of  Malacca  was  deserted. 

A  month  later  the  English  took  the  island  of  Java,  and  there 
(;ame  a  letter  to  my  grandmother  at  Malacca,  saying  that  m}^  uncle 
Ismael  Lebai,  who  went  with  Mr.  Eaffles,  had  died  at  Batavia.  Hi& 
wife  and  children  were  sad,  and  his  mother  also  grieved  very  much 
for  the  death  of  her  son. 
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Chapter  9. 

THE  AXGLO-CHIXESE  COLLEGE  IS  FOUXDED  AT 
MALACCA  BY  MR.  MILXE. 

Ill  the  year  1238  of  the  flight  of  the  Prophet,  that  is  the  year 
1823  after  Christ,  the  first  English  clergyman  came  to  Malacca, 
a  man  and  his  wife  and  a  little  daughter,  and  two  sons  who  were 
twins.  The  name  of  the  clergyman  was  Mr.  Milne,  his  daughters 
jiame  was  Celia,  and  the  names  of  the  twins  were  William  and 
Robert.  When  this  gentleman  first  came,  he  lived  in  the  Fort,  and 
established  a  school  for  children  to  learn  the  English  language. 
After  he  had  been  teaching  about  ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  I  first 
heard  people  saying,  An  English  clergyman  has  just  come,  and  is 
teaching  children  for  nothing,  taking  nothing  for  pay  or  expenses, 
and  supplying  everything  such  as  paper,  pen  and  ink,  etc."  When 
I  heard  that,  I  was  very  glad,  remembering  what  Lord  Minto  and 
Mr.  Raffles  had  told  me  to  do,  saying,  If  you  learn  the  English 
language  it  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  you."  Since  they  had  said 
that,  their  words  had  been  rivetted,  as  it  were,  in  my  memory.  It 
w^as  exceedinly  difficult  at  that  time  to  learn,  the  English  language 
at  Malacca,  for  as  yet  there  was  no  school ;  if  the  children  of  the 
rich  wished  to  learn,  they  had  a  teacher  come  to  their  house,  and 
paid  him  high  wages ;  and  he  would  not  be  a  clever  teacher,  and  not 
a  real  Englishman,  most  of  them  being  Roman  Catholics  who  had 
come  from  Madras  or  Holland,  and  had  learned  a  little  English; 
such  were  all  those  who  taught  at  Malacca,  and  they  required  a 
big  salary.  At  that  time  no  one  at  Malacca  of  any  other  nation- 
alities could  read  or  speak  English  properly,  for  no  one  was  learning. 

One  day  I  went  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Milne,  and  to 
see  what  an  English  clergyman  was  like,  for  I  had  never  seen  nor 
heard  of  one,  though  I  had  seen  the  Roman  Catholic  priests ;  more- 
over I  wished  to  see  how  he  taught  the  children.     It  was  about 
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eleven  o'clock  in  the  niornin*^-;  and  wlien  1  readied  his  house,  I 
kept  peeping-  in  at  the  window  1'j'oin  outside  hecaiise  I  did  not  dare- 
to  go  in.  I  saw  that  he  was  teach two  hoys,  and  T  notic(;d  that 
his  appearance  and  his  clotlies  were  just  like  tl)os(;  of  ordinary 
Englishmen.  When  lie  noticed  me,  I  greeted  him  saying,  (in 
English),  "Good  morning,  sir;"  for  that  was  all  the  English  T 
knew  at  that  time,  and  I  had  learned  it  from  Mr.  llaffles^  secretary. 
When  he  heard  that,  he  made  a  similar  reply,  and  came  up  to  me, 
and  hrought  me  into  the  school  room,  thinking  that  I  was  proficient 
in  the  English  language;  and  he  said  to  me  in  Englisli,  "Where 
did  you  learn  the  English  language?"  I  could  not  answer  him, 
for  I  did  not  understand,  but  there  was  a  Eurasian  lad  there  who- 
explained  to  me.  Then  he  said,  "  Can  you  read  the  Malay  charac- 
ter?'' I  replied,  "Yes,  sir,  a  little."  He  then  went  in,  and 
hrought  out  two  or  three  Gospels,  wdiich  had  been  printed  in  the 
Malay  language.  When  I  saw  the  writing  in  those  books  I  was- 
much  amazed,  for  I  liad  never  yet  seen  any  Malay  characters  in 
print,  but  I  looked  at  tliem  closely,  and  could  recognize  all  the- 
letters,  only  the  dots  being  ditferent,  for  in  our  Malay  waitings; 
there  are  not  so  man>'  dots.  I  felt  troubled  in  my  mind,  thinking 
how  many  different  kinds  of  Malay  writing  are  there  in  the  world? 
and  !  kept  this  in  mind.  Then  I  asked  him,  "  Sir,  where  was  this, 
liook  made  ?  "  He  answered,  "  The  Dutch  made  it,  they  translated 
it  into  Malay."  I  asked,  "What  book  is  this?"  And  he  replied,. 
"  The  Gospel,"  and  then  he  said,  "  Take  one,  and  read  it,"  I  took 
it  and  thanked  him;  and  then  said,  "  Sir,  I  should  very  much  like- 
to  learn  to  read  English."  He  replied,  "  Yery  w^ell,  I  will  teach 
you,  l)ut  you  must  teach  me  to  read  Malay."  I  replied,  "Yery 
welJ,  sir,  T  will  come  tomoiTow."  I  said  goodbye,  and  went  home- 
happy;  in  the  fii'st  jilace  I  was  happy  at  getting  that  book  for 
nothing;  and  secondly,  I  was  glad  to  tind  out  about  Mr.  Milne, 
that  he  was  ver-y  kind  and  courteous,  and  spoke  respectfully;  and 
thirdly,  i  was  glad  ij(>cause  he  had  promised  to  teach  me  the  l^^nglisli 
language.  i*'or  another  thing  1  wanted  to  know  about  the  contents 
of  that  Ijook,  and  what  the  story  was,  for  \  imagined  it  was  just  a 
hisloi-y;  foi'  at  that  time  I  was  \ovy  fond  of  reading  histories,  be- 
cause I  deri\('d  m;in\  ;id\;inlages  from  i-eading  them,  and  it  was  iiii 
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them  that  I  c-ame  across  many  of  the  mysteries  of  the  Malay  langu- 
iige;  so  wherever  there  might  be  people  who  had  histories  which  I 
Iiad  never  heard  of,  if  it  was  at  all  possible  I  got  the  loan  of  them 
or  hired  them  until  I  could  finish  reading  them,  after  which  I  re- 
turned them.  It  was  in  such  books  that  I  used  to  do  my  reading, 
and  thus  I  got  to  know  about  punctuation,  and  accentuation,  and 
.so  forth.    If  God  will,  I  will  mention  all  these  things  later  on. 

For  this  reason  I  advise  all  my  friends  who  read  this  story  of 
mine,  if  they  wish  to  become  proficient  in  the  Malay  language,  to 
l)ecome  familiar  with  the  histories  in  the  Malay  language,  for  in 
them  there  lie  hidden  many  splendid  things,  the  value  of  which  you 
<'annot  know  all  at  once,  but  afterwards  they  will  be  of  great  use 
when  you  want  to  write  anything,  or  when  people  ask  you,  What 
is  the  meaning  of  this  word,  and  how  is  it  used  ?  "  At  that  time 
you  will  certainly  remember,  I  met  with  this  word  in  such  and 
such  a  book,  or  sucli  and  such  a  history,  and  it  was  used  in  such 
and  such  a  way,  and  with  such  a  meaning.^^  In  regard  to  this 
matter  do  not  misunderstand  me,  I  am  very  well  aware  that  in 
those  histories  there  is  much  more  of  what  is  false  than  of  what  is 
true ;  but  although  that  is  so,  I  am  not  telling  you  to  believe  the 
stories  in  those  histories.  But  however  much  there  may  be  in  them 
that  is  false,  let  that  stay  where  it  is,  and  pay  no  attention  to  it; 
but  you  ought  to  know  that  the  authors  were  clever  men,  and  not 
such  as  you  and  I,  and  for  this  reason  we  will  make  use  of  their 
ability.  When  we  get  to  know  all  their  secrets,  afterwards  we  shall 
be  able  to  write  whatever  we  like  of  true  histories  and  beautiful 
narratives,  and  more  particularly  we  shall  have  known  all  their 
meanings,  and  so  our  composition  will  be  more  and  more  beautiful, 
Xot  only  light,  but  also  carrying  a  torch.^' 

For  with  few  exceptions,  not  one  in  ten,  I  notice  that  the 
majority  of  those  who  are  proficient  in  reading  Malay  writings  and 
liistories.  are  dumbfounded  if  we  ask  them  the  meaning  of  the 
words  which  they  are  reading,  and  cannot  answer,  because  they  have 
]iot  studied,  and  do  not  know  tlie  derivations  or  the  force  of  the 
words,  but  merely  copy  others.  Such  are  the  men  who  just  know 
how  to  read,  but  it  is  of  no  use  to  them,  and  they  cannot  write 
.anythiiig  themselves,  because  they  do  not  understand;  as  for  in- 
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stai]ce,  if  a  iiuiii  should  have  a  coiniih'lf^  sot  of  tools,  hut  dir!  not 
know  their  use  or  how  to  employ  them,  eouid  he  be  an  artisan 
But  if  he  shouki  be  com] jelled  to  do  tlie  work  of  an  artisan,  the  tools- 
wouhl  certainly  be  spoiled,  and  the  thing  to  he  made  would  be 
destroyed,  and  sooner  or  later  all  his  tools  would  get  rusty.  It  m 
just  so  with  the  art  of  composition,  if  words  are  used  in  their  i)i'oper 
places  they  will  sound  right,  and  in  accordance  with  their  meaning ; 
but  if  they  are  used  out  of  place  they  are  very  awkward,  and  it  is 
like  picking  a  thorn  out  of  your  hand  with  a  pestle. 

I  will  now  return  to  the  story  of  my  getting  a  book  from  Mr. 
Milne.  When  I  reached  my  home,  I  sat  down  and  read  the  book, 
and  carefully  noticed  all  the  dots;  when  I  had  read  one  page  of 
the  book,  I  was  able  to  read  quickly,  and  I  read  it  almost  the  whole 
night  and  nearly  finished  the  book.  The  words  were  Malay,  and 
their  meanings  were  Malay,  but  the  idiom  of  the  language  of  that 
book  was  not  Malay  idiom;  moreover  words  were  used  in  improper 
places,  and  were  connected  improperly,  for  these  reasons  it  was 
quite  impossible  for  me  to  get  the  clue  to  the  meaning  of  that  l)Ook, 
and  it  all  read  very  awkwardly  to  my  ear.  I  felt  like  saying,  This- 
is  a  European  book,  and  I  do  not  know  the  language  of  the  Euro- 
peans." For  this  reason  I  marvelled  as  I  sat  thinking  about  this 
book,  for  I  had  been  very  anxious  to  see  how  the  book  was  made, 
and  the  shape  of  the  letters  was  beautiful,  but  the  sentences  were 
inexplicable,  neither  Malay  nor  English,  so  I  could  not  describe 
them.  I  thought  to  myself,  It  was  useless  for  them  to  make  this 
book ;  who  can  tell  how  much  toil  and  money  they  expended !  but 
the  words  are  useless."  The  next  day  I  showed  it  to  all  my  friends 
near  there,  and  each  of  them  read  it,  some  of  them  could  not  read 
it  at  all,  others  read  at  a  snail's  pace;  but  not  one  of  them  could 
tell  what  it  meant.  Each  of  them  however  warned  me,  saying, 
"  Do  not  read  this  hook,  throw  it  away;  for  this  is  the  Europeans^ 
Ijook,  and  our  faith  will  he  (h'stroyed."  T  answered  them,  "  TIow 
can  you  tell  that  this  is  the  l^]uropenns'  hook?  is  not  this  the  Malay 
language?  and  can  this  (lesiro\'  our  faith?  What  is  the  meaning 
of  faith?  As  fai'  as  I  know,  failh  means  lo  l)(die\'e;  and  if  I  should 
read  ;i  lliousnnd  hooks  of  other  religions,  if  I  did  not  l)eli(^ve  them, 
how  could  Ihey  desi  roy  my  failh?  I  do  not  want  to  hcav  such 
.stupid  words."     So  Ihey  wei'e  sihuit. 
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It  was  then  ten  o'clock,  and  so  I  went  to  see  Mr.  Milne.  When 
I  arrived,  I  greeted  him,  and  he  asked  me  to  come  into  his  room^ 
and  said,  *^  Did  jon  read  that  book  last  night  ?  "  I  replied,  I 
did,  sir."  He  said,  "Is  the  Malay  idiom  really  like  that?"  I 
answered,  "  No  sir."  He  said,  "  If  it  is  not  Malay  idiom,  what  is. 
it?"  I  replied,  "I  do  not  understand  it,  sir;  whoever  made  the 
l)ook  knows  what  language  it  is."  When  this  had  been  explained 
to  him  by  the  interpreter,  he  laughed.  After  that  he  went  in,  and 
brought  out  a  dictionary  of  the  Malay  and  English  languages,  and 
inquired  about  some  fifty  or  sixty  words,  such  as,  pateh,  and  singga- 
Sana,  and  sa-sunggoli-nya,  and  sengsara,  etc.  I  replied  as  far  as  T 
knew,  and  he  looked  them  all  up  in  the  book,  and  compared  them 
one  by  one,  and  said,  "  Correct."  All  the  words  whicli  I  heard  were 
correct  Malay,  such  as  is  used  in  Malacca  and  in  all  Malay  books 
and  writings ;  so  I  asked,  "  Who  made  this  book  ?  "  He  answered. 
^"  A  very  learned  Englishman,  named  Mr.  Marsden."  I  said,  "  All 
of  this  is  really  the  Malay  language,  but  the  book  which  you  gave 
me  yesterday  is  not  correct  Malay."  He  smiled,  and  then  brought 
another  book,  a  Malay  grammar,  made  by  the  same  gentleman,  and. 
showed  it  to  me,  and  told  me  to  read  some  letters  which  it  contain- 
ed. When  I  had  read  the  letters,  he  said,  Is  that  correct  Malay  ?  "' 
I  reDlied,  This  is  really  Malay  composition,  sir."  He  smiled,  and 
after  thinking  a  moment,  he  said,  Please  wTite  something  your- 
self ;  I  want  to  show  it  to  a  gentleman  who  knows  the  Malay  langu- 
age." I  replied,  Very  well,  sir."  Then  he  gave  me  a  pen  and 
ink  and  paper,  and  I  wrote  as  follows,  "Whoever  desires  to  learn 
the  language  of  other  races,  should  first  know  his  own  language,  in 
order  that  the  language  which  he  wishes  to  learn  may  be  of  some 
benefit  to  him."  When  I  had  written  that,  he  took  it  and  said,. 
"  Come  here  tomorrow  w^ithout  fail." 

The  next  day  at  ten  o'clock  I  went  there,  and  when  I  reached 
the  door  he  greeted  me,  and  told  me  to  come  in,  saying,  "Your  name 
is  Abdullah  ?  "  I  replied,  "  Yes  sir."  He  then  said,  Did  you 
work  for  Mr.  Eaffles  ?  "  I  replied,  "  I  did,  sir."  He  kept  laugh- 
ing as  he  said,  "You  can  be  my  teacher;  the  Europeans  tell. me 
you  can  teach  the  Malay  language."  I  answered,  "  Sir,  I  am  an 
ignorant  person,  only  a  lad  without  any  education;  how  can  I  be 
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vour  teaclier?     For  to  be  a  teacher  is  no  ensy  tliiii^i',  and  such  a 
man  requires  live  tlrings :  firstly,  lie  innst  Iuinc  kno\vk*(l<^e ;  secondly, 
he  must  ]]ot  overestimate  himself  because  of  bis  knowledge;  thirdly^ 
he  must  be  patient  with  the  mistakes  and  the  ignorance  of  others, 
and  must  put  up  with  difficulties;  fourtidy,  lie  must  know  every 
word  that  he  teaches,  its  derivation,  and  how  to  use  it;  fifthl};,  he 
must  be  hard-working  and  diligent.    If  lie  lias  iiot  these  qualifica- 
tions he  cannot  be  a  teacher.''    He  replied,  "  A'ery  well,  for  I  have 
been  looking  for  a  teacher  for  a  long  time,  as  I  want  to  study  the 
Malay  language;  and  three  Malays  came  here  to  be  my  teacher, 
^nd  asked  for  employment;  so  I  asked  them  several  Malay  words 
from  this  book,  and  they  replied,  ^  This  is  not  the  Malay  language, 
it  is  the  language  of  the  Europeans.'    The  next  day  another  nian 
came,  who  also  wanted  to  be  my  teacher,  and  I  asked  him,  ^  Have 
3'ou  studied  tlie  Malay  language  ? '     He  replied,  '  Why  should  I 
.study  it,  sir,  for  it  is  my  own  language;  this  is  the  first  time  I 
ever  heard  of  studying  the  Malay  language.'    So  I  replied,  '  If  you 
have  not  studied,  how  can  you  teach  others?'    He  made  no  reply, 
l)ut  went  out,  and  did  not  even  say,  ^  Good-bye,'  being  angry  be- 
cause I  said  that.     Then  yesterday  another  man  came  to  be  my 
teacher,  an  old  man,  saying  that  he  had  been  a  teacher  for  dozens 
•of  years;  so  I  asked  him,  ^Teacher,  how  many  sounds  are  there  in 
the  Malay  language?'     He  answered,  'Who  could  count  them? 
there  are  tens  of  thousands.'     I  laughed  to  hear  such  a  foolish 
answer,  and  said,  '  How  can  you  be  a  teaclier,  not  knowing  the 
sounds  in  the  Malay  language?'    Then  he  was  angry,  and  said, 
'  My  liaii'  is  wliite,  l)ut  I  never  heard  anyone  ask  about  the  sounds 
of  the  Malay  language;'  so  he  went  home.    So  now  I  want  to  ask 
you  how  many  sounds  tliere  are  in  the  Mahiy  language?"    I  re- 
plied.    Sir,  you  lia\x'  asked  sucli  an  ohl  man,  and  lie  could  not 
Jiiiswcr;  1  Mill  only  a  hid.  and  how  could  T  know?"     lie*  said,  "  I'ry 
and  lhiid>;."     I  answci'cd,      I  suppose  ihci'c  arc  only  three  sounds 
in  the  Malay  language,  sir."     lie  said,  'Mvhat  are  they?"    I  re- 
pliiMl.     AhoN'c,  below  and  in  froid."     lie  asked,  "  what  does  that 
mean?"'     f  rei)]ied,     Tliose  ai'e  Ihe  uanies  of  ilie  vo\\('l  points  in 
the  Arahie  langiuige,  or  in  Ihe  Koran;  I'^illndi  is  live  strok(>  above, 
h'dsnih  \^  Ihe  stroke  below,  and  Pliii  in  itnili  is  the  sti'oki^  in  fi-ont. 
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Since  tlie  Malays  do  not  nse  the  Arabic  signs,  they  put  Alif  instead 
of  Fatliali,  and  Ya  instead  of  Kasrah,  and  Wait  instead  of  Dham- 
niah,  giAdng-  the  sounds  a,  i,  and  u/'  He  said^  That  is  correct." 
That  very  day  he  made  an  agreement,  saying,  "  Come  here  ever}- 
day  and  teach  me^  beginning  at  ten  o'clock,  and  at  one  o'clock  you 
can  go  home  ;  and  during  that  time  I  will  read  English  with  you 
and  teach  you  the  language,  and  I  will  pay  you  ten  dollars."  I 
replied,  "  Very  well,  sir."  Moreover  he  said,  "  After  a  while  many 
of  my  companions  will  come,  and  they  will  all  study  the  Malay 
language;  and  I  shall  be  very  glad  when  you  know  English,  so  that 
we  can  easily  study  Malay,  and  can  become  proficient  at  tlie  same 
time." 

That  very  day  I  wrote  the  Malay  alphabet,  and  began  to  teach 
him,  and  he  gave  me  a  book  called  Spelling  book,"  in  which  he 
taught  me  the  English  letters  and  their  sounds.  So  every  day  I 
went  and.  taught  him,  and  afterwards  he  taught  me.  This  con- 
tinued for  about  three  or  four  months,  and  he  then  knew  the  charac- 
ters and  could  read  a  little,  but  he  could  not  yet  read  fluently; 
similarly  I  was  able  to  spell  two  or  three  words.  Then  Mr.  Milne 
began  to  learn  the  Cantonese  dialect  of  Chinese,  and  a  Chinese 
teacher  called  Li  Sien  Sing  began  to  come;  and  he  also  became 
friendly  with  me.  He  was  very  anxious  to  learn  Malay,  and  I 
wanted  to  learn  Chinese,  and  so  every  day  he  taught  me,  and  I 
taught  him;  as  the  Malay  proverb  says;  "  Drinking  while  driving;  "* 
for  it  seemed  to  me  ])etter  to  know  than  to  be  ignorant.  Many 
people  told  me  not  to  do  so,  saying,  What  is  the  good  of  learning 
the  language  of  those  infldels  ?  "  I  paid  no  attention  to  all  that,, 
for  I  knew  they  were  foolish ;  if  I  did  not  learn  while  I  was  young,, 
what  should  I  be  like  when  I  was  old?    I  should  certainly  regret  it. 

I  noticed  that  Mr.  Milne  had  those  qualities  and  actions  which 
indicate  a  man  of  wisdom ;  everything  that  he  said  was  spoken 
gently  and  with  a  pleasant  face;  even  if  he  was  angry,  he  was  still 
pleasant;  also  he  was  naturally  very  diligent  in  all  his  studies,  and 
very  careful ;  if  we  taught  him  anything  this  month  and  asked  him 
next  month,  lie  would  answer  correetlv. 

Whilst  I  was  thus  teaching  and  studying,  the  Eeverend  Mr. 
Thomsen  came  from  Batavia  to  Malacca,  bringing  his  wife  with 


S8 


THE  AUTOBIOGKAt'llY  OF  MUNSJII  ABDULLAH. 


him;  and  he  lived  behind  the  house  in  wliicli  Mi'.  Miljie  Jived.  One 
day  Mr.  Milne  said  to  me,  "  A  new  cler<i:yman  lias  come,  and  wants 
to  study  the  Malay  language:  I  have  told  him  1  have  a  teacher  who 
'Can  instruct  him.    Go  and  see  him  now  at  four  o'clock;  he  wants 
to  meet  you."    I  replied,  "  Very  w^ell,  sir."    At  four  oY-lock  I  went, 
^nd  he  told  me  to  come  in  and  sit  down,  saying,  "  You  are  Mr, 
Milne's  teacher?"    I  answered.    "Yes,  sir."    He  said,  "If  you 
will  teach  me,  I  want  to  learn."    I  replied,  "I  do  not  know  how, 
sir;  hut  if  you  wish  to  learn,  I.  will  teach  you."    He  laughed  and 
said,  "  I  have  heard  your  name,  there  was  a  gentleman  at  Batavia 
who  told  me ;  your  name  is  Abdullah."    I  answered.    "  Yes,  sir." 
"  Did  you  work  for  Mr.  Eaffles  ? "  he  inquired.     "  Yes,  sir,"  I 
replied.    "  Did  he  give  you  a  letter  ?  "    "  Yes,  sir,  he  did."  Then 
he  said,  "  Tomorrow  morning  please  bring  that  letter,  I  should  like 
to  see  it."    I  told  him  I  would,  and  then  said  goodbye,  and  went 
back  to  Mr.  Milne.    As  I  went  I  thought  to  myself  after  hearing 
Mr.  Thomsen  speaking  that  his  pronunciation  was  like  that  of  a 
Dutchman,  and  whatever  he  said  sounded  in  his  throat;  so  I 
thought,  if  this  gentleman  w^ants  to  learn  the  Malay  language,  it 
will  be  very  difficult  to  correct  his  pronunciation,  and  he  will  ac- 
quire it  slowly,  because  it  is  difficult  for  him  to  pronounce  the  words. 
I  kept  all  this  to  myself,  but  it  seemed  to  me  that  he  was  not  an 
Englishman.    When  I  came  to  Mr.  Milne,  he  said.    "  Did  you  see 
him  ?  "    I  replied,  "  Yes,  sir."    He  asked,  "  What  did  he  say  ?  " 
I  told  him  all  that  Mr.  Thomsen  had  said,  and  Mr.  Milne  said, 
^'  Very  v/ell,  tomorrow  you  can  go  to  him."    I  then  said,  "  Sir, 
wbat  nationality  is  he  ?  "    He  replied,  "  English ;  why  do  you  ask  ?  " 
]  said,  "  I  do  not  think  he  is  English."    He  said,  "  How  can  you 
tel]  ?  "    I  answered,  "  Because  I  recognize  Ids  pronunciation  as  not 
licing  Kiiglisb."    Then  lie  lauglied,  and  said,  "  Even  the  Malays  are 
(jnick  to  distinguish  the  Englisli  from  otlier  races;  you  are  right, 
lie  is  not  hhiglisli  ;  be  is  a  (Jerniaii."     1  was  surprised  to  hear  that, 
I'oi-  ill  all  my  life;  1  liad  never  lieai'd  tliat  tbere  was  a  luitionnlily 
(•all(!d  (Jermaii;  so  \  said,  ^' Are  tliev  H]urasians,  sii-?"     He  said, 
^'  Xif),  tb(!  I^hiropcans  are  all  alike,  but  cacli  race  lias  a,  (lilTereiit 
iiaiiic."     I  said,     Sir.  it  will  Ik;  very  (liHicult  for  iliat  man  to  learn 
lli(!  Malay  laii'jiiagc,  I'oi'  liis  longuc  lias  a  dilliciiliy  in  pronouncing 
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any  of  our  words.'^  He  replied,  "  Never  mind,  everyone  is  like 
that  at  first/' 

x\t  ten  o'clock  the  next  day  I  brought  to  Mr.  Thomsen  the 
letter  Avhich  Mr.  Eaffles  had  given  me,  and  when  he  had  read  it, 
he  showed  it  to  his  wife,  and  his  wife  smiled  as  she  read  it.  He 
then  said,  ''You  can  be  my  teacher,  for  Mr.  Milne  is  now  learning 
the  Chinese  language,  and  he  does  not  want  to  study  Malay;  but 
I  want  to  learn  Malay  only,  and  to  attain  proficiency."  I  smiled 
wlien  I  lieard  him  talk  like  that.  Besides  which  he  said,  "  This 
Mala\'  language  is  very  easy  to  learn,  in  two  years  one  can  be  quite 
proficient."  When  he  was  saying  this,  he  used  only  one  word  of 
^lalay  to  ten  words  of  English,  and  his  servant  explained  it  to  me. 
I  thought  to  myself,  this  is  a  queer  way  to  think,  everything  easy  I 
mid  it  does  not  occur  to  him  that  mereh^  to  correct  this  pronuncia- 
tion two  years  will  not  be  sufficient.  But  I  answered,  "  If  you  can 
!)e  proficient  in  three  months  I  shall  be  very  glad,  for  I  shall  get  a 
good  reputation;  but  I  will  tell  Mr.  Milne,  and  I  Avill  do  what  he 
;savs."  I  said  goodbye,  and  returned  to  Mr.  Milne,  telling  him  all 
that  had  transpired,  and  he  said,  "  Very  well,  now  come  and  teach 
me  every  day,  perhaps  one  or  two  hours,  and  afterwards  go  and  teach 
him,  and  he  will  teach  you  English,  because  he  wants  to  study 
Malay;  I  am  learning  Chinese,  and  therefore  I  have  no  time  to 
study  the  Malay  language;  he  will  pay  you  fifteen  dollars,  and  I 
will  pay  five."  I  replied,  "  Very  well,  sir."  So  every  day  I  went 
mid  taught  Mr.  Thomsen  and  Mr.  Milne. 

T  noticed  that  there  w^as  a  great  dilference  between  Mr.  Milne's 
-disposition  and  that  of  Mr.  Thomsen,  for  Mr.  Milne  would  do  what 
I  said  in  correcting'  his  words  or  spellings  or  expressions  or  his 
reading,  and  the  way  of  using  words;  but  Mr.  Thomsen  would  not, 
but  would  argue,  saying,  "That  is  not  right,  this  is  right;"  and 
perhaps  he  would  go  as  far  as  to  get  angry.  He  acted  as  the  Malays 
say,  "  The  rain  returning  to  the  sky;  "  just  as  if  he  wanted  to  teach 
me.  I  was  astonished  to  see  this  disposition  in  a  man,  to  claim 
that  he  alone  is  clever.  He  would  even  say  that  the  dictionary  was 
wrong ;  and  that  was  because  he  was  determined  to  use  the  three 
letters  alif,  wau  and  ya,  and  insisted  on  putting  those  three  letters 
in  every  word  without  fail, .saying,  that  all  the  Malays  were  wrong 
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because  tliey  lel't  out  so  luaiiy  ol'  those  three  letters;  for  instance^ 
he  insisted  on  })iittiiig'  the  Jetter  ya  in  jikalau,  and  alif  in  dengan^ 
etc.,  etc.  But  he  did  not  know  tlie  force  of  those  three  letters,  or 
the  rnies  for  usin^-  tl)eni  in  the  iVrabic  lanouage.  They  are  called 
liuruf  ma  (Id,  meaning-,  "  long  letters."  If  they  were  spelt  as  he 
wislied,  all  such  words  in  the  Malay  language  ought  to  have  the 
sign  madd,  for  that  is  the  rule  in  orthography.  Moreover  where 
words  ought  to  be  joined  he  separated  them,  and  where  they  ought 
to  be  separated  he  joined  them;  so  it  seemed  to  me  that  this  man 
did  not  want  to  learn  the  Malay  language,  but  to  destroy  it.  He 
told  me  to  write  in  that  way,  but  I  would  not  do  so,  for  that  was- 
contrary  to  what  I  had  learned  and  knew.  When  he  wanted  to 
compel  me  to  do  so,  I  replied,  "  Sir  that  is  not  correct,  and  I  will 
not  write  it ;  you  must  look  for  someone  else."  So  he  became  more 
and  more  angry,  and  said,  "  How  can  you  take  my  pay  if  you  will 
not  do  what  I  tell  you  ?  "  I  replied,  "  Sir,  I  do  not  take  your  pay 
for  doing  things  wrong;  afterwards  people  will  see  it,  and  of  course 
they  will  say  that  I  am  an  ignorant  teacher  and  do  not  understand 
anything;  therefore  I  should  be  ashamed  to  get  a  bad  name.  You 
must  look  for  someone  else."    So  I  said  goodbye,  and  went  home. 

After  I  had  gone  home  he  went  to  tell  Mr.  Milne,  saying,  "  I 
told  Abdullah  to  write,  and  he  went  away  and  left  it,  and  would  not 
do  so."  The  next  day  when  I  went  to  teach  Mr.  Milne,  he  said, 
"  Why  did  you  not  want  to  do  what  Mr.  Thomsen  told  you  yester- 
day? You  left  his  work."  When  I  heard  what  Mr.  Milne  said,  T 
felt  Aexed,  and  said,  "As  long  as  I  have  taught  you,  sir,  was  there 
ever  any  argument,  or  have  I  refused  to  do  what  you  told  me?  It 
was  because  Mr.  Thomsen  wanted  to  be  the  teaclier  of  the  Malay 
language,  and  wished  to  make  new  customs,  and  throw  away  all 
that  t]i(!  Mahiys  wi'ite,  aiid  make  a  difl'ei'ent  system  of  spelling  with' 
his  own  ingcniiil  \-."  Mr.  Mihie  said,  Did  not  I  tell  you  that  you 
nnisi  ha\'e  a.  liltle  paiience?''  f  replied,  "How  can  I  do  whai  he 
says?  wants  to  change  the  whoK'  Mahiy  system  of  writing. 

IMcase  go  and  compare  niy  writing  with  that  of  th(>  diet  ioiiai'y,  is 
it  the  sanu'  or  din'ei'cnt  ?  "  M  r.  M  ihie  went  to  M V.  'I'homsen's  house 
and  eompare(|  the  writing,  and  a  minute  hitei'  Mr.  Milne  eanu'  baelc 
smiling,  and  said,  "This  wi'iting  of  yours  is  the  same,  in  his  writ- 
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ing  there  are  additions;  and  Mr.  Thomsen  says  the  dictionar}^  is 
wrong,  for  it  follows  the  ^lalay  custom  of  spelling  incorrectly ! 
I  replied,  Mr.  Marsden  is  well  known  at  the  present  time  as  an 
expert,  and  so  he  made  the  dictionary,  which  is  being  used  in  all 
Mahiy  conntries ;  now  if  he  says  the  dictionary  is  wrong,  much  more 
1  myself  I  certaiidy  I  am  wrong;  and  if  so,  let  him  look  for  some 
clc\  er  fellow  who  will  teacli  him."  Mr.  Milne  said,  "  Let  him  try 
mid  look  for  someone  else;  by  and  by  he  will  come  to  his  senses.'' 
So  for  six  days  I  did  not  go  to  liim,  and  four  or  five  men  went  to 
be  his  teachers,  and  lie  (piestioned  them  and  showed  them  my  writ- 
ing, and  told  them  to  read  it  to  him,  and  asked  them,  "  x\re  these 
words  and  spellings  and  combinations  correct?"  All  of  them  said 
that  they  were  correct.  He  then  showed  them  what  he  had  done 
himself,  and  not  one  of  them  could  read  it,  and  they  all  asked. 
From  what  country  is  this  writing  ?  "  He  replied,  "  This  is  the 
'Correct  spelling,  and  the  other  is  wrong."  Some  of  them  stayed  a 
week,  and  some  half  a  month,  and  then  all  of  them  left  him. 

The  Eev.  Mr.  Miliie  had  acquired  a  piece  of  land  and  a  house, 
located  just  outside  the  Terangkera  gate.  This  place  was  originally 
owned  by  the  former  harbour-master  at  Malacca,  named  Mr.  Alam, 
iind  when  he  went  away  he  left  as  his  agent  Tambi  Ahmad  Sab, 
who  was  a  well-known  Tamil  man  at  Malacca.  This  is  the  place 
Avhere  the  Anglo-Chinese  College  now^  is  at  Malacca.  Mr.  Milne 
made  the  following  plan,  he  bought  land  at  Hujong  Pasir,  and  ex- 
changed it  for  the  piece  of  land  which  I  have  mentioned.  The 
width  of  this  land  was  about  thirty  or  forty  fathoms  (180-240'), 
and  in  length  it  extended  as  far  as  the  river,  I  do  not  know  how 
many  thousands  of  fathoms;  but  the  house  was  an  old  one.  Mr. 
Milne  removed  from  the  Fort  to  that  place.  At  that  time  his  twins, 
named  William  and  Eobert,  Avere  very  bright,  and  with  his  daughter 
named  Celia  tliere  were  three  children.  I  continued  going  there 
'every  day  to  teach  him,  and  I  made  great  friends  Avith  his  tAvo 
little  boys,  and  took  them  every  day  to  my  home,  and  often  they 
Avould  eat  and  drink  at  my  house ;  in  that  Avay  both  of  them  became 
very  fond  of  me.  and  I  also  Avas  very  fond  of  them. 

Mr.  Milne's  Avife  Avas  a  fine  Avoman,  and  kncAv  how  to  AAdn 
people's  hearts,  and  she  Avas  courteous,  and  had  a  pleasant  face, 
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and  was  generous  to  all  the  ])oor.  Slie  had  a  Chinese  woman  as  a 
servant  to  sew  her  clothes  and  tliose  ol'  her  children.  One  day  this 
Chinese  woman  came  to  Mr.  Milne^s  wife,  and  said,  "Last  niglit 
my  child  at  home  was  possessed  by  evil  spirits  (puntianak  dan 
polong),  and  nearly  died."  Mrs.  Milne  did  not  nnderstand  the 
words  puntianak  and  polong,  and  though  the  Chinese  woman  tried 
to  explain  in  various  ways  with  her  hands  and  moutli,  still  she  did 
not  understand;  so  they  both  came  to  the  room  where  I  was  writings 
and  said,  "What  is  the  meaning  of  pmntianak  and  polong  f''  I 
laughed  and  explained  clearly  to  Mr.  Milne  all  the  names  of  ghosts 
and  devils  which  the  Chinese  and  Malays  believe  in,  a  foolish  and 
senseless  belief,  handed  down  from  their  forefathers  of  olden  times, 
which  still  remains  until  now;  I  do  not  know  how  many  of  them 
there  are,  and  can  neither  count  them  nor  explain  their  meanings^ 
but  I  will  briefly  mention  them;  liantu,  sliaitan,  polong,  puntianak, 
penanggalan,  jin,  peUsit,  mamhang,  hantu  pemhuru,  liantu  rimha, 
jadi-jadian,  liantu  hungkus,  hota,  gergasi,  ralcsasa,  neiiek  kehaijan^ 
liewihasan,  saivan,  liantu  mati  di-hunoli,  bajang,  keteguran,  sampok- 
kan,  pupokkan,  afrit,  jemhalang,  terkena  uhat  guna;  besides  which 
tliere  are  many  kinds  of  magic  which  I  cannot  remember,  such  as : 
gagah,  penundok,  pengaseli,  kehal,  kesaktian,  tuju,  alimun,  penderas.. 
perapoli,  cliuclia,  pelalai,  perangsang,  etc.,  and  I  do  not  know  how 
many  more.  People  believe  in  all  those  which  I  have  mentioned, 
and  some  have  their  teachers  and  schools,  and  others  their  doctors 
who  know  certaiji  kinds  of  sickness  and  the  appropriate  medicine. 
Xow  each  of  these  is  supposed  to  be  the  source  of  some  peril  to 
mankind. 

When  Mr.  Milne  lieard  that,  he  was  amazed,  and  said,  "  Do  you 
know  the  Instorv  of  all  those?"  I  replied,  "Sir,  if  I  were  to  ex- 
phiin  of  these  things  it  woidd  make  a  great  book,  and  the  book 
wouhl  contain  nothing  hut  foolish  and  senseless  things  which  are  of 
no  ad\anlag(',  and  which  men  of  intelligence  do  not  lik(»  to  hear, 
and  ttnly  laugh  at."  lie  said,  ''All  right,  |)Ieas(^  tell  just  th(>  story 
of  llic  pf'nanggaliin  :  1  waid:  to  heai'  it,  and  I  will  wi'itc  il  in  l^wiglish. 
in  order  that  Kuropeans  may  know  how  foolish  (he  people  are  wIk^ 
h('lie\('  in  such  things."  I  then  dreA\  the  picture  of  a  woman,  tlu; 
head  oidy  as  far  as  the  neck,  with  the  entrails  dangling  down.  M\\ 
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Milne  had  a  Chinese  man  make  a  cut  of  that  picture  in  wood,  and 
printed  the  story  in  a  magazine  called  "  Anglo-Chinese  Gleaner." 
I  said  to  him,  "  Now  sir,  listen  to  the  story  of  the  Penanggalan : 
It  was  originally  a  woman,  who  used  the  devils'  arts,  which  she 
helieved  in  and  practiced  day  and  night,  until  the  time  agreed  upon 
with  her  teacher  that  she  should  fly,  and  her  neck  came  off,  and 
hung  with  the  entrails  dangling  down,  and  the  body  remained  in 
its  place.  Xow  wherever  there  are  people  whom  she  wishes  to 
molest,  her  head  with  the  entrails  flies  away,  and  goes  to  suck 
people^s  blood;  and  tiie  people  die  who  are  thus  sucked.  ISTow  if 
the  blood  and  water  which  drip  from  her  entrails  strike  anyone, 
serious  sickness  is  caused,  so  that  the  body  breaks  out.  The  penang- 
galan likes  to  drink  the  blood  of  women  in  child-birth,  and  for  this 
reason  the  custom  is  in  any  house  when  a  woman  gives  birth  to  a 
child  to  hang  the  leaves  of  the  jeruju  plant  on  the  doors  and 
windows  of  the  house,  or  to  put  thorns  in  the  vessel  where  there  is 
blood,  for  fear  the  blood  should  be  sucked  by  the  penanggalan,  for 
it  is  said  that  the  penanggalan  is  Tery  much  afraid  of  thorns,  for 
fear  they  might  catch  on  her  entrails.  For  there  is  a  story  that 
the  penanggalan  came  to  a  person's  house  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
to  suck  blood,  and  its  entrails  caught  on  the  thorns  of  this  person's 
fence,  so  that  it  remained  there  until  daylight,  when  people  saw 
it  and  ki»lled  it.  'Now  in  the  house  of  a  person  who  is  a  penang- 
galan,  vinegar  is  kept  in  some  vessel  or  jar,  for  the  purpose  of 
soaking  the  entrails  in  the  vinegar,  because  when  the  entrails  come 
out  of  the  body  they  swell  up  and  cannot  get  in  again,  but  when 
soaked  in  vinegar  the  entrails  shrink  and  will  then  go  in.  Now  the 
majority  of  people  wlio  have  seen  the  penanggalan  flying  with  its 
entrails  dangling  state  that  the  entrails  shine  at  night  like  fire-flies. 
This  is  the  story  of  the  penanggalan  as  I  have  heard  it  told  by  old 
people,  but  I  do  not  in  the  least  believe  it,  God  forbid. 

"  The  polong  is  said  to  originate  by  taking  the  blood  of  a  mur- 
dered person,  and  putting  it  in  a  bottle,  and  then  worshipping  and 
repeating  some  charm  that  one  has  learned.  Some  people  say  the 
worship  must  be  continued  seven  days,  and  others  say  twice  seven 
days,  until  there  is  a  sound  in  the  bottle  like  the  sound  of  young 
birds;  then  the  person's  finger  must  be  cut  and  put  in  the  bottle^ 
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and  the  polong  will  suck  it.  Now  the  maji  who  keeps  it  is  itfl 
father,  and  if  it  is  a  woman  wlio  keeps  it,  she  is  its  mother.  Every 
da}^  they  give  it  their  blood  to  suck,  and  the  object  of  doing  this  is 
to  attain  some  purpose,  as  for  instance,  if  they  are  angry  with  any- 
one, they  tell  the  polong  to  go  and  attack  that  j)erson,  that  is  to 
make  the  person  sick.  Or  if  some  one  else  lias  a  grudge  against 
anyone,  he  will  go  quietly  to  the  person  who  keeps  the  polong  and 
give  so  much  money,  telling  him  to  send  the  polong  to  the  person 
against  whom  he  has  a  grudge ;  that  is  the  purpose  that  they  have. 
N"ow  the  person  who  is  attacked  by  the  polong,  whether  it  be  a 
girl,  or  somebody's  wife,  or  a  man,  he  will  cry  out  without  knowing 
Avhat  he  is  doing,  tearing  and  throwing  away  his  clothes,  and  mad- 
ly biting'  and  striking  people,  and  sometimes  doing  all  sorts  of 
things.  Then  someone  who  is  expert  in  curing  such  things  is  call- 
ed, and  that  person  comes  and  repeats  charms  over  the  person's 
ftead,  or  pinches  the  thumb,  applying  medicine,  and  if  it  is  the 
23roper  medicine,  the  sick  person  will  cry  out  sa3dng,  "  Let  me  go, 
I  want  to  go  home ;  "  and  the  ^doctor  wdll  answer,  "  I  will  not  let 
3'ou  go  unless  3^ou  tell  me  who  sent  you  here,  and  why  you  came, 
and  who  is  your  mother,  and  who  is  your  father."  Sometimes  it 
will  be  silent^  being  unwilling  to  confess  or  say  who  is  its  father 
and  mother,  but  at  other  times  it  will  confess,  saying,  "  Let  me  go ; 
my  father  is  so  and  so,  who  lives  at  such  and  such  a  village;  and 
my  mother's  name  is  so  and  so;  and  the  reason  why  I  came  is 
l)ecause  so  and  so  came  to. my  parents  asking  for  help,  and  gave 
them  so  much  money,  because  they  had  a  grudge  against  this  per- 
son;  "  or  it  may  give  some  other  reason.  Occasionally  it  tells  a 
lie,  and  mentions  someone  who  does  not  exist,  wishing  to  conceal 
the  name  of  its  father  and  mother.  When  they  know  the  name  of 
tin;  person  who  sent  it,  and  the  reason,  they  let  it  go,  and  imme- 
<liatelv  th(!  sick  pci'son  hccoincs  couscioiis  and  is  well  again,  but 
<'oniphiins  of  IVcliiig  ill  and  weak.  In  some  cases  when  the  polong 
lias  atlackcd  a  person,  he  will  not  confess,  hut  the  person  attacked 
cries  out.  in  pain,  and  after  a  day  or  two  like  that  will  die.  And 
when  he  dies,  the  hhtod  will  come  out  of  his  month  in  Hoods,  and 
iJie  \vliole  hody  will  he  dark  hliie." 

Mr.  Milne  said,  "  1  will  translate  this  story  of  [\w  pcnmiggalan 
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into  English,  and  then  I  will  print  it  in  the  "  Gleaner."  And  he 
laughed  and  said,  The  people  who  believe  such  things  as  that 
are  very  stupid  indeed." 

Most  of  the  people  here  of  different  races  believe  all  sorts  of 
things  which  do  not  exist,  and  the}'  waste  a  great  deal  of  money  to- 
pay  people  who  do  false  and  senseless  things,  with  various  objects,, 
some  in  order  that  people  may  love  them,  others  desire  that  people- 
will  do  whatever  they  say,  others  desire  some  woman,  and  some  want 
to  kill  their  enemies,  etc.  Formerly  I  also  believed  all  these  things^ 
and  was  afraid,  l^ecause  from  my  childhood  I  had  heard  of  sucli 
things,  and  people  had  frightened  me.  .  Now  all  this  comes  from 
our  forefathers.  But  since  I  ha\e  obtained  some  little  education 
and  intelligence,  and  have  read  books,  and  especially  have  associat- 
ed with  intelligent  people,  that  is  with  Europeans,  I  now  know  that 
all  of  that  is  false  and  a  great  swindle. 

Moral :  I  am  an  ignorant  and  uneducated  person,  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  people  ought  not  to  believe  in  the  polong  and  penang- 
galan  and  all  the  things  which  I  have  mentioned,  for  all  these 
affairs  originated  in  the  minds  of  people  who  had  no  faith  in  God 
or  the  Prophet,  and  moreover  did  not  know  God's  ways,  that  He' 
alone  has  power  over  everything  which  can  bring  good  or  evil.  If 
we  should  believe  that  there  is  anyone  else  who  can  bring  anything 
to  pass,  then  there  must  be  someone  besides  God ;  all  of  that  is  false 
and  a  lie.  For  this  reason  such  people  are  feeling  their  way  here 
and  there,  and  believe  this  and  that,  like  a  blind  man  who  has  lost 
his  stick.  For  some  time  past  I  have  tried  several  times,  and  have 
spent  a  good  deal  of  my  money,  and  have  taken  some  pains  to  find 
out  the  truth  aljout  the  various  kinds  of  magic  which  I  have  men- 
tioned, and  have  gone  so  far  as  to  be  intimate  with  the  people  who 
do  these  things,  but  I  swear  by  God  that  I  was  unable  to  discover 
the  truth  or  proof  of  these  magic  arts,  or  any  place  to  which  I 
could  pin  my  faith ;  but  in  a  thousand  times,  only  once  would  it 
happen,  and  though  it  did  happen,  it  was  not  by  the  power  of  thl 
devils,  but  because  of  the  convictions  and  faith  of  the  person  who 
prayed,  God  opened  the  way  for  what  they  desired.  I  found  in- 
deed that  to  do  such  things  is  just  the  same  as  when  people  worship 
idols,  and  we  know  for  certain  that  idols  are  earth  and  stone,  or 
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wood^  or  gold  and  silver,  whicli  hav(3  no  power  to  do  good  or  evil 
to  mankind;  l)nt  l)ecause  of  the  coiivictions  and  faith  of  those  who 
worshiij  them,  (lod  opens  the  way  for  that  they  desire,  and  those 
stupid  people  imagine  that  the  idol  did  it.  So  it  is  with  all  the 
ghosts  and  devils  which  I  have  mentioned,  I  find  in  them  lies  and 
deceit  and  tricks  and  slight  of  hand,  and  therefore  I  dare  to  swear 
hj  the  name  of  God,  and  say  that  these  things  are  not  right,  and 
there  is  nothing  but  evil  in  them  in  this  world  and  the  next.  Xow 
those  who  believe  and  those  wdio  do  and  those  who  approve  such 
things  incur  the  same  penalty  for  duplicating  God;  for  there  is 
certainly  none  other  besides  God  who  can  cause  good  or  evil,  and 
can  kill  and  make  alive,  and  can  bring  any  danger  or  joy  to  His 
servants;  and  if  there  w^re  anyone  else  who  had  power  besides  Him, 
this  world  would  immediately  perish  with  all  that  is  therein. 

I  will  now  return  to  my  story  concerning  Mr.  Milne.  A  few 
days  after  he  removed  to  his  new  house,  Mr.  Thomsen  also  moved 
and  came  there ;  but  he  had  no  teacher,  for  no  one  dared  to  go  near 
him,  for  they  knew  his  disposition.  So  he  came  to  Mr.  Milne,  re- 
questing him  to  ask  me  to  teach  him.  When  Mr.  Thomsen  came 
downstairs,  he  met  me  on  the  stairs  and  greeted  me.  I  immediate- 
ly replied  .to  his  greeting,  and  he  said,  "  Are  you  angry  with  me  ? 
I  replied,  "  No  sir,  are  you  well  ?  "  "  Quite  well,"  he  said.  When 
I  met  Mr.  Milne,  he  said,  "  Mr.  Thomsen  has  just  gone  down,  he 
asked  me  to  get  you  to  teach  him  again."  I  replied,  "  Sir,  has  he 
finished  sending  for  all  the  clever  men  in  this  town?  and  now  why 
does  he  send  for  me?  I  beg  that  you  will  excuse  me,  for  I  am 
very  mn(;li  afraid  that  there  will  be  arguments  every  day."  Mr. 
Milne  answered,  "  I  told  him  so,  but  he  said  that  he  now  under- 
stands his  niislakc,  and  will  do  as  you  say."  I  answered,  "Sir,  get 
iiim  to  promise  raithfiilly  that  lie  will  not  be  tlie  judge  of  my  langu- 
age, but  let  him  follow  what  1  teach;  if  I  teach  him  wrong,  I  will 
acce})t  Ihc  hhinic"  Mr.  Miliu^  wi-ole  all  that  T  said  in  a  letter  and 
said,  "Take  lliis  Icttei-  to  Mr.  Mliomsen's  I'oom."  So  I  took  the 
letter  to  Mr.  'I'liomseii,  and  when  he  read  it,  he  said,  ''Teach  me 
once  more,  and  I  will  follow  what  you  think  is  cori'ect."  I  rejdied, 
"  \'cry  well,  as  long  as  you  do  not  make  trouble  with  me  as  you  did 
Ixd'orc;  I  cannot  st;ind  that."     lie  r('|)lied,  ''  \'(>ry  well." 
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That  very  day  I  began  to  teach  Mr,  Thomsen  again,  and  con- 
tinued for  a  long  time,  about  six  or  seven  years.  I  noticed  that  his 
disposition  was  very  much  changed  from  what  it  was  before,  but 
though  this  change  had  taken  place,  it  took  him  a  long  time  to 
understand  the  Malay  idiom,  and  his  original  pronunciation  still 
remained  a  little.  Whatever  he  wanted  to  translate  from  English 
into  Malay,  his  tendency  was  to  follow  exactly  the  English  idiom, 
simply  exchanging  Malay  words  for  the  English  ones,  and  such 
work  is  very  awkward  in  the  Malay  language.  That  being  the  case, 
m'any  times  did  I  argue  with  him  to  prevent  his  doing  so,  but  he 
did  not  learn  the  way.  This  was  the  only  work  I  had,  every  day 
translating  from  English  into  Malay,  and  from  Malay  into  English, 
and  correcting  Mr.  Thomsen's  mistakes  in  conversation  and  in 
composition.  When  he  saw  that  his  composition  had  a  great  many 
mistakes,  he  just  told  me  the  meaning,  and  I  wrote  it  in  the  Malay 
language. 

One  day  he  said,  "  Please  make  a  collection  of  words  in  the 
M:aky  language,  and  I  will  write  the  English  words,  so  that  we  can 
make  a  book  of  the  Malay  and  English  languages,  so  that  it  will  be 
easy  for  Englishmen  who  wish  to  learn  Mialay,  and  for  Malays  to 
learn  English."  I  replied,  "  Very  well,  sir;  "  and  then  I  diligently 
sought  out  the  words  and  arranged  them  by  subjects,  such  as, 
heaven,  earth,  the  moon,  the  sun,  and  so  forth,  until  after  about  a 
month  I  had  got  ail  the  words,  about  two  thousand,  all  under  their 
heads  and  subjects,  and  showed  them  to  him.  He  was  much 
pleased,  and  said,  "  This  is  what  I  want ; and  then  he  put  in  the 
English.  The  reason  w'hy  I  took  so  much  trouble  to  make  such  a 
book,  was  that  I  wanted  to  learn  the  English.  This  book  was 
called  in  English  "  Vocabulary,"  and  at  first  it  was  only  in  manu- 
script, and  had  not  yet  been  printed,  for  at  that  time  the  type  had 
not  yet  co'me  to  Malacca,  and  I  had  not  yet  seen  what  it  looked 
like." 

A  short  time  after  Mr.  Milne  had  moved  to  that  house.  Dr. 
Morrison  came  to  Malacca,  and  lived  with  Mr.  Milne.  Mr.  Mor- 
rison was  engaged  in  studying  and  writing  the  Chinese  language 
day  and  night  incessantly ;  and  he  wrote  it  with  a  Chinese  pen.  I 
believe  that  at  that  time  there  was  no  European  more  proficient 
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tlian  Mr.  Morrison  in  the  (Tii)ics(!  langnaf^'e  and  writing-;  even  Mr. 
Milne  'learned  froiii  liiin.  The  only  ^;]i,iHit  fliiferenee  was  that  he 
wore  Eiigiish  clothes;  if  lie  had  dressed  in  Chinese  style;  no  one 
would  have  known  that  hv.  was  a  l^hiropean.  'Die  reason  why  I  say 
tins  is  that  his  way  of  acting  and  spe:aking  ajid  his  manner  and  all 
the  things  in  his  house  were  just  like  the  Chinese.  I  was  surprised 
to  see  how  we  human  heings  can  'acquire  whatever  we  a(;custom  our- 
selves to;  for  this  reason  it  is  fitting  that  ^11  wise  men  should  ac- 
custom themselves  to  good  things,  and  then  they  will  acquire  what 
is  good,  and  may  hope  to  continue  therein.  Mr.  Morrison  appeared 
to  me  like  a  man  of  wisdom,  and  very  skilful  in  winning  people's 
affections ;  when  he  spoke,  it  was  with  gentleness,  and  he  gave  much 
good  advice.  From  him  I  ohtained  much  instruction  in  the 
English  language,  and  in  the  art  of  translating  from  one  language 
into  another;  and  I  studied  with  him  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  in 
the  English  language  with  a  commentary.  He  told  me  that 
originally  the  Gospel  was  in  the  Hehrew  language,  and  after  some 
time  it  was  translated  into  the  English  language,  and  much  of  the 
meaning  is  lacking  in  the  English,  hecause  the  English  language  is 
not  so  rich  as  the  Hehrew,  for  this  reason  he  said  that  whoever 
wishes  to  translate  that  book  into  any  language  ought  to  know  the 
-original  language,  and  if  not  he  is  sure  to  have  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  and  arguments  with  the  teachers  of  that  language.  More- 
over he  explained  to  me  the  meaning  of  a  number  of  unusual 
E]nglish  words  which  I  found  in  those  books. 

A  few  days  after  that,  another  clergyman  came,  named  Mr. 
Slater,  who  had  white  hair;  and  after  that  there  came  another  one, 
.named  Mr.  Ince,  who  was  a  young  man  and  good  looking  and  very 
well  educated.  ^Phe  latter  brought  a  kind  of  apparatus  made  by 
clever  jx'oplc  in  Eurojx',  and  which  liad  a  great  deal  of  mechanism; 
there  was  a  wheel  of  glass,  and  if  s(mie  medicine  is  put  on  the 
wheel  and  it  is  then  miulc  to  revolve  ((uickly,  if  we  put  our  hands 
iiear  it  while  it  is  rcNolving,  (ii'e  will  come  out  of  our  hands. 
H(;  also  attaclKul  to  it  two  hrass  chains  connccied  with  the  wheel, 
and  then  he  told  me  and  the  ('hincsc  Icachci',  na'nied  Li  Sin  Sing, 
hotli  of  us  to  hold  the  hrass  chains;  W(^  did  not  know  what  was 
g-oing  to  li;i|)|)t'M,  thinking  that  h(!  merely  aske(l  ns  to  help  liim.  A 
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moment  later  I  was  suddenly  alarmed^  feeling  as  if  I  should  become 
unconscious,  and  very  mucli  afraid;  so  much  so  that  owing  to  a 
feeling  of  weakness  in  my  limbs  I  sat  down  in  great  amazement, 
thinking  th>at  I  was  dead.  If  I  had  known  that  this  was  how  it 
was,  even  if  he  had  given  me  a  hundred  dollars  I  would  not  have 
hold-  the  chains.  The  Chinese  teacher's  condition  cannot  be  des- 
cribed, he  nearly  fainted,  and  could  not  speak,  his  face  being  as 
pale  as  that  of  a  corpse.  Mr.  Milne  and  Mr.  Ince  roared  with 
laughter  to  see  the  condition  we  Avere  in,  and  said,  "  Don't  be 
afraid,  it  is  nothing;  this  is  only  a  kind  of  medicine."  Kow  the 
]iame  of  the  })ower  in  this  machine  is  in  the  English  language 
electricity." 

It  was  Mr.  Ince  als^o  who  brought  some  small  stones  of  a  white 
colour,  the  size  of  gravel,  and  these  stones  he  melted  in  a  flame 
using  a  strong  blast,  so  that  it  became  liquid  like  gruel,  then  he 
poured  it  into  any  shape  he  desired,  and  it  became  glass.  By  Mr. 
Milne's  orders  Mr.  Ince  was  employed  as  a  teacher  to  instruct  the 
boys  in  speaking  and  reading  and  writing  the  English  language, 
and  it  was  with  him  that  I  read  English  grammar. 

A  few  days  later  Mr.  Medhurst  came,  bringing  his  wife  and  a 
step-son  named  Gleorge.  His  wife  was  not  born  in  Europe,  but  was 
born  of  English  parentage  in  Bengal  or  in  'South  India;  I  know 
that  because  she  spoke  the  Tamil  language  well;  and  it  appeared  to 
me  if  I  am  not  mistaken  that  the  wife  was  older  than  her  husband. 
Mr.  Medhurst  was  exceedingly  diligent  in  applying  'himself  to  his 
studies,  and  was  skilled  in  the  art  of  printing,  and  so  forth.  When 
he  first  came  to  Malacca,  Mr.  Milne  told  me  to  instruct  him  in  the 
Malay  language  and  in  reading,  and  after  he  had  learned  for  a 
short  time,  he  was  able  to  read  and  speak  a  little.  While  he  was 
doing  this,  he  also  began  to  study  the  Chinese  laaiguage.  I  saw 
that  he  had  a  very  clever  mind  and  a  good  head,  so  that  he  rapidly 
acquired  whatever  he  studied.  After  that  Mr.  Beighton  came  to 
Malacca,  and  Mr.  Milne  told  me  to  teach  him  also  the  Malay 
language ;  but  after  he  'had  studied  for  a  short  time  he  sailed  for 
Penang.  That  same  month  there  arrived  the  appliances  for  print- 
ing,  and  a  press,  and  printers ;  the  foreman,  was  named  Mr.  Hutt- 
maU;,  and  there  were  six  Bengalee  men  with  him  who  worked  as 
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printers;  the  name  of  one  of  the  compositors,  a  middle  aged  man, 
was  Addington,  and  there  was  a  young  man  named  Waiigh.  There 
was  Malay  type  which  came  at  the  same  time,  and  that  was  the 
first  time  in  my  life  that  I  saw  what  type  ^\^as  like,  and  the  appli- 
ances, and  the  press;  so  that  when  I  saw  tliese  things,  T  was  greatly 
.amazed  in  my  mind  to  see  the  skill  and  cleveriiess  of  human  heings 
in  making  all  these  things  so  accurately;  aaid  I  praised  (lod,  saying, 
■^^  If  the  creatures  are  so  clever,  how  much  more  the  Creator !  " 

When  the  box  containing  the  type  arrived,  Mr.  Milne  told  me 
to  pick  out  all  the  letters,  and  separate  them  from  one  another. 
Then  he  told  me  to  make  a  plan,  showing  how  to  make  the  divisions 
of  the  type  cases;  so  I  drew  the  plan  as  well  as  I  could  for  tjie 
Chinese  carpenter.  After  that  it  was  Mr.  Medhurst  first  of  all 
who  taught  me  how  to  set  the  ty^e,  and  how  to  hold  the  composing 
stick,  and  how  to  impose  the  type  on  the  stone,  in  order  that  after 
printing  the  paper  could  be  folded  without  mistake,  one  page  follow- 
ing another  correctly.  For  three  or  four  months  I  learned  all  that 
work,  and  was  then  able  to  do  it  myself  without  any  further  assis- 
tance; and  as  I  went  on  I  understood  more  and  more  of  all  the 
imysteries  of  the  w^ork,  both  in  regard  to  the  mistakes  that  could 
be  made  in  the  press  work,  or  in  composing  type,  or  in  the  quantity 
of  ink  used. 

That  which  Mr.  Milne  told  me  to  print  first  in  the  Malay 
language  was  the  Ten  Commandments  given  by  God  to  the  prophet 
Moses  on  Mount  Sinai ;  when  that  was  finished,  then  we  printed  the 
two  thousand  words  in  the  Malay  and  English  languages,  called 
\^ocabulary ;  and  when  that  also  was  done,  Mr.  Thonisen  said,  "  Let 
us  try  and  make  an  arithmetic  book  in  the  English  language,  and 
we  will  translate  it  into  Malay,  in  order  that  the  boys  in  school  may 
•easily  study  it."  1  replied,  W^ry  well,  sir,  for  there  is  no  arith- 
metic book  in  tlie  Malay  language,  and  I  sliould  1)0  very  glad  if 
there  was  one."  Tli^at  very  day  I  began  to  traiisbite  tbe  book  called 
Arithmeti(; "  into  tb(!  Malay  hmguage.  I  worked  altei-uate  days, 
one;  (hiy  I  went  io  translate;  it  into  Mday,  and  tbe  next  1  went  to 
.-et  it  Hp  in  Ibc  printing  olhee ;  in  this  way  tlie  book  was  finished, 
but  tbcre  were  not  enough  figures,  for  a.  gi'eat  many  English 
(i^iMi'cs  bad  to  be  used.     A  tier  tJiat  Mi'.  Tbouisen  taught  i)m  liow 
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to  make  letters  or  figures,  namely,  by  iiling  the  steel  punch  to  the 
desired  shape:  and  when  it  1ias  been  made  as  we  desire,  then  it 
must  be  tem])ere(l,  ajul  after  that  beaten  into  copper,  and  that 
coj^per  is  then  })ut  into  the  mould  for  casting  t\'pe,  and  we  can 
cast  as  many  as  we  want,  afterwards  cutting  the  feet  of  the  type 
with  tlie  pro})er  instrument  so  that  they  may  be  level,  and  ]iot  high 
iind  low.  Xow  the  metal  of  which  tlie  type  is  made  is  not  ordinary 
tin  ;  it  is  zinc,  and  is  mixed  with  other  things  in  order  that  it  may 
be  lu-ittle.  Now  all  the  work  which  I  have  mentioned  T  was  able 
to  do  by  myself  by  the  mercy  of  God;  and  it  was  I  who  made  all 
the  ii,i>iires  and  letters  which  were  deficient  at  that  time.  After 
that  a  great  many  books  were  printed  in  Malay  characters,  such  as 
ii  book  of  conversations  with  a  washerman,  and  a  shoemaker,  and 
.so  forth,  in  English  and  Malay;  also  a  book  called  Bustan 
Arifiji,"  in  English  "Magazine;"  also  several  other  books  for  the 
use  of  the  children  in  school,  and  stories  translated  from  the 
English  into  the  Malay  language;  I  will  not  give  the  names  of 
tliese  books,  because  it  would  lengthen  my  task.  At  that  time  both 
my  liands  were  full  of  work,  in  teaching  those  gentlemen  the  Malay 
language,  and  in  casting  the  type,  and  setting  it  up.  So  I  asked 
Mr.  Thomsen  for  another  man  to  whom  I  could  teach  this  work, 
l)ecanse  I  nwseif  did  not  have  time;  and  he  replied,  "Very  well, 
you  can  teach  a  Portuguese  bo}',  named  Michael.^'  With  a  great 
<leal  of  trouble,  I  taught  him,  because  he  was  dull,  and  he  did  not 
know  the  letters;  however,  after  six  or  seven  months  he  under- 
stood a  little,  and  was  able  to  set  type  in  a  desultory  way,  but  it 
Avas  a  great  trouble  to  do  the  proofreading. 

While  this  was  going  on,  Mr.  Milne  received  orders  from  his 
society  to  erect  a  building  for  the  College,  as  it  now  stands  at 
Malacca.  It  was  very  difficult  to  erect  a  building,  because  the 
compound  was  full  of  cocoanut  trees,  all  of  which  were  cut  down, 
several  hundreds  of  them;  and  a  great  many  workmen  were  em- 
ployed. 

Most  of  the  wood  which  was  used  in  the  building  was  merhau. 
When  all  the  materials  were  ready,  one  morning  at  six  o'clock  Mr. 
Milne  invited  all  the  officials  at  Malacca  and  all  the  Europeans, 
about  fifty  or  sixty  in  all;  when  they  wxre  assembled,  each  of  them 
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put  a  dollar  iiiidcr  tlie  door,  about  sr'NiMitv  or  civility  dollars,  in  a 
stone  with  a  hole  in  it.  All  these  licntlenien  s(.'t  up  the  door,  and 
Mr.  Milne  came  and  sla])j)ed  the  <looi',  cryiti^:-  out  the  name  of  the 
bnilding,  ''Anglo-Chinese  College/'  and  tliat  is  the  name  of  the 
building  for  ever.  After  that  was  done  they  all  went  home.  It 
took  about  a  year  or  more  to  complete  the  ljuilding,  and  I  do  not 
know  how  many  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  were  spent.  Mr. 
Milne  then  removed  to  the  new  house,  and  tlie  old  house  was  pulled 
dow]i,  and  the  place  was  levelled  as  a  court  yard  for  the  new 
building. 

At  that  time  there  were  a  great  many  'Chinese  and  Portuguese 
and  Malay  children  studying  in  the  College,  and  about  as  many 
as  ten  children  had  become  proficient  in  reading  and  writing  the 
English  language.  It  was  then  for  the  first  time  that  a  number 
of  people  at  Malacca  learned  to  speak  the  English  language.  All 
the  people  in  Malacca  of  Dutch  desicent  changed  their  customs  and 
their  language,  and  both  in  dress  and  in  speech  the  men  and  women 
all  followed  the  English  cn stems. 

Dozens  of  times  those  gentlemen  told  me  to  look  for  Mala}^ 
children,  and  call  them  so  that  they  miglit  come  and  study,  and 
miglit  know  how  to  read  and  write  both  Malay  and  English,  but 
they  would  n'ot  come,  because  they  were  so  stupid  as  to  think  that 
they  would  be  made  Chrisitiaiis,  for  they  had  the  idea  that  they 
could  be  taken  l)y  force  and  made  Christians.  A  great  many  times 
I  tried  to  persuade  them,  telling  them,  "  The  English  have  no 
desire  to  drive  anyone  into  their  religion  if  that  person  himself  does 
not  wish  ;  but  their  desire  is  that  you.  may  learn  and  know  your 
owji  language  and  the  English  language,  and  afterwards  it  will  be 
very  nserul,  and  if  you  1)e(^ome  proficient  you  can  all  easily  earn 
your  living;  moreover  you  caji  learn  arithmetic,  and  would  not  that 
be  useful  to  all  of  you*?  If  you  do  not  know  arithmetic,  how  can 
you  do  business  or  buy  and  sell?  I  ga\('  them  much  other  advice, 
bul  they  paid  no  attention:  and  iho  move  I  spoke  to  them,  the 
more  sus|)icious  they  became  of  me,  thinking  that  I  wished  to 
injure  them,  until  they  became  envious  of  me  in  their  hearts,  and 
they  weid,  <|uietly  and  stin-ed  up  my  rather,  telling  him  to  warn  me 
not  to  go  and  learn  the  I^higlish  language,  saying,  "  lie  will  follow 
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tlie  Eii<i-lisli  eiistoins  iMid  lie  M  ill  loso  his  reli<i-io]i/'  So  my  father 
was  angTv  witli  me,  and  forbade  iiie,  sayin<2;,  "  I  do  not  like  y.oiir 
going  to  learn  the  English  language  and  tlieir  writings,  for  there 
are  no  Moliannnedians  \\\\o  learn  that  ;  and  a  grea;t  many  people  say 
that  it  is  not  good  empl'oyment,  and  is  destriietive  to  religion/' 
AYhen  1  heard  liim  sav  that,  T  howed  my  head  and  my  tears  came, 
nnd  1  thought,  "  Where  does  this  trouble  come  from.  It  is  very 
stu]3i(l.  For  such  a  long  time  my  father  1ms  w^anted  me  to  be 
ide\er,  and  now  lie  is  angry  with  me  because  I  want  to  learn  wliat 
is  good."  So  I  ansM'ered,  "  Father,  why  do  you  forbid  my  study- 
ing?" He  said,  "  Because  a  great  many  people  tell  me  that  you 
will  l)e  ruined  by  learning  English  and  following  the  teaching  of 
the  Europeans.''  I  answered,  "  Ought  we  not  to  follow  good 
i-ustoms,  and  abandon  evil  ones?  if  from  being  ignor'aut  we  become 
clever,  can  that  be  called  ruin?  Please  do  not  listen  to  what 
those  stujud  people  say,  for  they  are  all  envious  of  me  because  I 
urge  that  their  children  should  study;  would  it  not  l)e  better  to 
study  than  to  sit  idly  without  gaining  any  advantage? "  My 
father  answered,  "  You  are  now  so  clever  at  talking  that  1  cannot 
coinj^ete  with  you ;  formerly  when  you  were  little  I  could  teach  yon, 
])ut  now  you  want  to  teach  me.  You  think  I  am  afraid  of  you." 
I  replied,  "  Xot  merely  a  full-grown  m^an  like  me,  but  even  if  I 
were  a  prince  a-ou  might  l)eat  me."  When  he  heard  that  he  went 
indoors  to  took  for  a  rope  and  a  rattan  with  which  to  beat  me;  but 
Avhen  I  saw  that  my  father  was  very  angry,  I  ran  quickly  and 
threw  myself  at  his  feet.  That  was  the  way  Avith  my  father, 
however  angry  he  might  be,  if  I  Avent  and  ask  pardon  kneeling  at 
his  feet,  his  anger  passed  away.  So  he  said,  Don't  go  and  learn 
Ejiglish ;  I  Avill  get  you  a  place  Avith  some  merchants  wlio  are 
selling  cloth,  and  yon  can  learn  hoAv  to  trade."  I  replied,  "  That 
Avould  be  good,  ])ut  I  beg  3^ou,  father,  to  let  me  study  a  little  longer, 
until  I  can  get  the  benefit  of  it."  Even  so  I  continued  to  g^o  and 
study,  and  I  told  Mr.  Milne  and  Mr.  Thomsen  all  about  the  way 
in  Avliich  people  had  stirred  up  my  father;  and  they  replied,  "  Don't 
be  afraid,  we  Avill  go  and  see  your  father  this  very  afternoon."  In 
the  afternoon  Mr.  Milne  and  Mr.  Thomsen  Avent  to  my  home  and 
saAv  my  father,  and  said  to  him,     Do  not  AAwry  about  yonr  son 
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Abdulhih:  wo  will  take  good  care  of  him.  Do  not  listen  to  what 
those  stupid  people  say,  for  he  will  be  ])roficieiit  both  in  English  and 
Malay  if  he  studies  a  little  longer,  lie  is  tlie  only  man  amongst 
the  Malacca  people  whom  we  have  found  to  lia\e  tlie  idea  of  study- 
ing, or  who  could  be  a  teacher  of  the  Malay  language.  By  and 
by  you  will  know  the  great  yal'ue  of  his  accompli shment."  From 
that  day  this  idea  got  into  my  father's  heart,  and  he  was  no  longer 
angry  because  of  my  studying. 

All  the  people  who  had  tried  to  disturb  my  father  were 
ashamed,  but  there  was  nothing  more'  that  they  could  do,  for  their 
desire  did  not  come  to  pass.  All  of  them  were  doing  nothing 
but  eat  and  'sleep,  having  no  occupation,  while  God  gave  me  plenty 
to  eat,  and  every  month  I  received  money  as  we'll  as  instruction. 
They  were  nrore  and  more  spiteful  because  I  was  teaching  all  the 
clergymen  and  the  Eng^lish  people  in  Malacca  the  Malay  language, 
and  was  explaining  it  in  English;  but  they  did  not  find  any  way 
to  do  anything  to  me,  so  they  called  me  by  the  name  of  the  Eev. 
Abdullah,  thiaiking  that  it  would  be  a  shame  and  disgrace  to  me^ 
moreover  they  reviled  me  because  I  w^as  friendly  with  the 
Europeans,  and  thought 'that  my  teaching  them  our  language  was 
a  sin.  Now  it  appeared  to  me  that  their  anger  and  spite  was 
because  they  were  foolish,  while  I  was  wise;  were  those  foolisli 
fellows  capable  of  teaching  the  clergymen  or  the  Europeans? 
Without  doubt  only  an  educated  p»erson  could  do  so.  I  ask  pardon 
of  all  those  who  read  this  story  of  mine,  for  I  do  not  Avish  to 
]jraise  myself  as  being  clever,  for  I  am  very  far  from  any  reputation 
for  cleverness;  as  the  Malays  say,  If  there  is  no  rattan,  eveu  a 
mere  vine  is  useful;"  moreover  the  Malays  say,  Wherever  there 
is  no  eagle,  the  grasshopper  s'ays,  I  am  an  eagle;  and  so  it  is  with 
me.  Xow  though  all  those  people  were  spiteful  and  envious,  I  did 
J  lot  pay  any  attention;  as  the  Malays'  proverb  says,  "However 
many  dogs  may  bark  at  a  hill,  will  it  fall  down?  "  And  again,  If 
a  tree  is  firm  and  has  plenty  of  roots,  why  sdiould  it  fear  the 
storm  ?  " 

AClcr  I  had  been  woi'king  for  those  geiitiejuen  for  six  or  seven 
years,  iriy  knowledge  was  greatly  increased,  and  I  had  translated  a 
gi-eat  injiny  iMiglish  ])ooks  into  tlui  Malay  language,  besides  which 
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1  had  revised  many  Imoks  which  liad  l.teeu  written  by  tiiem.  But 
every  day  they  ,iii-unil)kHl  at  me,  saying,  AMiy  do  yon  not  marry? 
It  is  not  good  for  yon  to  remain  single  like  this,  becanse  yonr 
parents  are  old :  land  two  or  three  times  they  have  told  ns  that  they 
wished  to  get  yon  married,  bnt  yon  were  not  wiMing."  I  replied, 
"  Sir,  how  can  I  marry?  for  1  have  no  money,  and  yon  yonrselves 
can  see  that  my  honse  is  delapidated,  so  how  conld  I  have  the 
marriage  ceremony?"  Mr.  Milne  said,  "Don't  yon  be  afraid^ 
whatever  the  expenses  of  yoiu  wedding  may  be  I  will  give,  and  we 
will  repair  yonr  honse  a  little  as  a  place  for  the  marriage  ceremony/'' 
They  immediately  sent  for  my  father,  and  when  he  came,  Mr.  Milne 
said,  "  Please  make  arrangements  for  marrying  Abdnllah."  My 
father  replied,  "  I'  am  much  obliged  to  yon,  sir,  day  and  night 
I  have  no  other  thought  in  my  mind,  and  this  a  constant  worry  to 
me ;  becanse  he  is  my  only  son,  and  I  and  my  wife  are  old,  so  I 
ain  very  anxioais  to  see  him  married,  and  many  times  I  have  wanted 
to  make  the  arrangements,  but  he  was  unwilling."  Mr.  Milne  said,, 
"  Xow  I  have  spoken  to  him,  and  he  is  willing,  so  make  the  arrange- 
ments quickly," 

When  my  father  went  home,  within  six  or  seven  days  he  settled 
the  arrangements  for  the  wedding,  for  I  had  been  engaged  to  be 
married  for  two  years.  When  it  was  settled,  my  father  came  and 
told  those  gentlemen,  and  Mr,  Milne  and  Mr,  Thomsen  camie  to  my 
house,  and  they  called  a  Chinese  carpenter  and  told  him  to  repair 
my  house ;  thej  told  him  to  repair  whatever  needed  it,  and  to  bring 
some  furniture  from  their  honse.  When  the  liouse  was  ready,  they 
gave  my  father  fifty  dollars  for  the  marriage  ceremony.  Theu 
those  people  who  had  a  grudge  against  me  were  pale  with  envy, 
seeing  that  the  clergymen  themselves  came  to  my  house  to  supervise 
the  w^orkmen.  After  that  my  father  called  together  all  our 
relatives,  and  my  older  brothers  from  Snngai  Bharn.  When  they 
had  all  come  together,  I  gave  two  hundred  dollars  into  my  fatlier's 
hands,  and  all  my  relatives  spent  money  as  they  pleased,  but  my 
father  spent  most  of  all,  because  he  was  so  glad  about  his  only  son. 

On  the  night  when  the  ^preliminary  henna  ceremony  ceased, 
Mr.  Milne  with  fifteen  European  gentlemen  and  their  wives  came 
to  eat  at  my  honse;  all  the  tables  and  chairs  and  men  who  waited 
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on  tal)J('  wcri'  theirs,  and  I  onl.v  horo  the  (wpciisc  of  the  food.  All 
kijids  of  food  Averc  laid  on  the  tahh',  such  as  four  roastcfl  cnpous, 
and  four  .fried  ducks,  and  a  shec])  cooked  in  tlie  Tamil  wav, 
<diicken  sou[),  and  V(\i>'etal)les,  such  as  cahl)a,ii;e  and  e^;;^-,  ;ind  eii^- 
])lants  boiled  whole,  and  ,all  kinds  of  the  hest  c(nidiinej)ts  and 
fruits  ;  the  rice  was  \n  ivalnili  style,  and  tJiere  \ver(!  also  cakes,  and 
candied  frnits  of  all  kinds.  'J'he  u]>stajrs  rooms  li'ad  been  fnrni-ix'd 
with  all  kinds  of  decorations,  such  as  a  ceiling'  cloth  with  ])a)ntfd 
decorations,  and  curtains  of  fine,  cloth.  They  all  sat  down  to  eat 
and  drink  and  enjo}^  themseh'es.  At  tliat  time  many  people  were 
still  more  vexed  to  see  me  inwite  Europeans  to  my  house,  but  I  did 
not  care;  as  the  Malays  say,  "Whoever  digs  a  hole  is  the  one  wlio 
will  fall  into  it.''  I  also  sat  and  ate  Avith  them,  and  after  eating, 
perfumes  Avere  proA'ided.  Each  -of  them  tlianked  me,  and  Avished  to 
go  and  see  my  Avife,  so  Mr.  Milne  took  aiU  of  them  to  my  wife's 
house,  and  AAdien  they  met  her,  each  of  them  greeted  her.  That 
Avas  the  first  time  that  my  Avife  had  ever  seen  English  people,  and 
after  that  she  Avas  no  longer  afraid  of  them  or  awkAvard  like  other 
Avomen,  AAiio,  AAdien  they  see  English  people  run  away  helter-skelter 
not  kiiowing  how  to  act;  but  in  this  case  these  Avere  all  the  best 
k:ind  of  people  and  knew  hoAV  to  act  politely  and  respectfully. 

After  we  Avere  married,  Mr.  Milne  used  to  come  to  my  house 
every  four  or  five  days  to  see  my  Avife,  and  both  of  us  felt  toAvards 
]\Ir.  j\Iilne  as  if  he  Avere  our  father,  and  if  I  did  anything  Avrong 
my  wife  complained  about  it  to  him;  and  I  just  the  same,  Avhatever 
my  ^\•il'e  did  wrong  I  complained  to  him,  and  he  came  and  in- 
structed us  and  gia\'e  us  advice.  For  this  reason  my  Avife  and  I 
were  always  Aery  affectionate  until  the  time  came  Avhen  she  bore 
■on I'  first  child  ;  people  tliought  that  she  AVould  die,  for  she  had  very 
hai'd  labor:  Mi'.  .Alihie  (;ame  and  brought  Dr.  Chalmers,  and  («od 
enabled  hini  to  give  nu'dicine  and  attend  to  her  until  botli  cliiJd 
;ind  mother  were  well. 

A  Tier  my  nni  I'l-iage,  Mi'.  Milne  ga\('  me  a.  holi(iay  for  a  month, 
and  I  did  not  go  and  study  or  work,  hut  if  ihere  was  any  printing 
work  he  sent  foi'  nic  io  look  afler  ii  for  a  nionuMit,  and  Avhait'\('i- 
was  wrong  I  coi'i'ccted,  afier  which  he  b)ld  me  i mnied iaiely  io  go 
home.     This  was  the  way  with  that  good  nnin,  who  kmnv  how  to 
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will  men's  hearts,  and  liad  eonsideratioii  I'or  others,  which  is  what 
I  call  good.  Mr.  Milne  was  very  kind  and  thoughtful,  besides 
l)eing  helpful  and  atTeetionate,  and  all  of  this  I  carry  on  my  head 
as  a  sign  of  homage,  until  the  day  of  my  death  I  shall  not  be  able 
to  reward  him  in  full,  but  may  God  give  sevenfold  blessings  to 
Ids  descendants,  and  this  is  the  debt  which  I  carry;  as  the  Malay 
])roverl)  says,  A  debt  of  gold  can  be  paid,  but  a  debt  of  gratitude 
must  be  carried  until  death.'' 

At  that  time  Mr.  Milne  was  the  head  of  the  College,  and 
neither  Mr.  Thomsen  nor  any  of  the  other  gentlemen  was  able  to 
do  anything  of  his  own  accord  without  Mr.  Milne's  knowledge.  In 
the  meanwhile  a  few  days  later  Mr.  Milne  had  a  son,  who  was 
given  the  name  of  Farijuhar  1>y  the  Eesident,  Mr.  Farqubar.  Not 
long  after  that  a  serious  thing  happened,  for  Mr.  Milne's  wife  died^ 
and  was  buried  in  the  Fort.  Now  I  noticed  that  after  the  death 
of  his  wife  Mr.  Milne  gave  way  to  grief,  and  took  less  interest  in 
ihis  studies  land  his  teaching,  so  that  not  long  .afterwards  he  him- 
self fell  ill  with  consumption,  and  his  illness  continually  increased 
until  he  was  very  thin  and  had  a  chronic  disease.  The  doctor 
said,  Every  day  you  must  go  out  to  sea,  and  drink  plenty  of  salt 
water ;  "  so  he  did  this  every  day,  and  took  me  wdth  him,  and  some- 
times he  would  vomit  because  of  the  quantity  of  salt  water  wiiicli 
he  drank.  I  constantly  took  care  of  him  in  his  sickness,  and  the 
disease  continually  increased,  until  he  also  died.  But  when  he  was 
about  to  die,  he  gave  instructions  to  Dr.  Chalmers,  saying,  "  When 
I  am  dead,  cut  open  my  chest,  and  see."  So  after  he  was  dead, 
the  doctor  opened  up  his  chest,  and  found  that  his  liver  was  full 
of  holes  like  a  bee's  nest;  moreover  in  his  liver  he  found  two  or 
three  stones  the  size  of  Icedeli  beans.  At  that  time  my  grief  was 
such  as  I  cannot  describe,  as  if  my  own  father  were  dead;  and  my 
wife  still  more  so,  weeping  incessantly  for  seven  or  eight  days, 
thinking  of  the  goodness  of  Mr.  Milne.  But  what  more  can  I  say : 
His  appointed  time  had  come. 

I  continued  to  teach  Mr.  Thomsen  regularly,  and  he  became 
the  head  of  the  College  for  a  short  time.  But  not  very  long  after, 
Mr.  Thomsen  planned  to  return  to  Europe,  so  as  to  take  iiis  wife 
home,  for  she  was  always  ill ;  so  he  left  me  to  look  after  all  his 
work,  and  in  the  printing  office  he  hianded  everything  over  to  me. 
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AFIcf  ahoiit  sixteen  or  s('\('iii('(Mi  mouths,  Mr.  Tliomsci]  eainc 
hack  to  Mahu'ca,  sayiu*^'  that  his  wile  had  died  at  sea,  about  four 
or  tive  days  hefore  he  I'eached  I^]ii<^laii(h  When  he  came,  he  brought 
with  him  a  great  uiany  tools,  siu^h  as  hh^s  and  gravers,  etc.,  all  of 
which  were  tools  for  making  type;  and  because  we  had  all  thosc^ 
tools,  1  worked  at  the  type  the  more  industriously. 

I  noticed  the  way  Mr.  Tliomsen  did  when  lie  wanted  to  trans- 
late tlie  English  language  into  Malay,  he  was  \'ery  skilfid  in  sub- 
stituting, aud  was  no  longer  as  he  liad  been  before,  for  he  had 
returned  to  his  old  custom.  1  found  fault  with  liim  for  all  of  this, 
because  it  is  very  awkward  to  a  Malay's  ear  to  follow  the  English 
idiom.  He  did  what  I  said  in  some  cases,  but  in  otliers  he  did  not ; 
and  l)ecause  of  his  obstinacy  his  mistakes  still  remain  till  the 
present  time  in  the  ({ospels.  I  will  state  this  oidy  briefly.  One 
(lay  Mr.  I'homsen  said  to  me,  I  now  want  to  do  the  Gospel  of 
Matthew;  we  will  take  the  translation  in  Java  Malays  and  make  it 
into  correct  Mala}^  The  present  translation  was  only  made  l)y  the 
Dutch,  and  is  not  proper  Malay;  let  us  translate,  and  chaiige 
whatever  words  are  not  right."  I  replied,  "  If  you  want  to  change 
the  words  of  the  1)ook,  give  me  the  meaning  exactly  until  I  under- 
stand, and  then  I  can  give  the  Malay  words;  moreover,  do  not 
hurry  me,  l)ut  liave  a  little  patience.  And  I  want  to  make  an 
agreement  that  you  will  not  contradict  whatever  I  think  correct." 
He  answered,  "  Very  well." 

So  I  l)egan  to  translate  the  l)ook,  and  I  felt  that  he  was  limit- 
ing me  too  mucli,  and  did  not  give  me  scope  of  correcting  it,  be- 
cause ])e  did  ]iot  grasp  the  meaning  of  the  Malay  language.  So  we 
<;ame  to  wh(!re  we  were  translating  chapter  one,  verse  two,  where 
it  says,  Ahrahani  begat  Isaac,  and  Isaac  begat  Jacob,  and  Jacob 
begat  Judah  and  his  hrethi"en  ;  "  so  1  said,  "  People  do  not  under- 
stand the  word  //rra iidli-  (begat).''  He  re])lied,  "What  would  be 
right?""  1  answei'ed,  "  /hralihn  hcranajxhiui-iidi  Isalial',  dan  Isa- 
lifil,-  hcrdiHiNlrlrdii-lalh  )'(tlr<}h,  or,  /)i-/)rnin(il>-li-an-lali-  oleli,  Ihrahim 
itkdii  /sdlid/,- :  lhat  is  tlu;  Mailay  idiom,  sir,''  He  said,  "If  that  is 
.-o,  then  Ahrahani  was  a  woman."  I  replied,  hheryone  in  the 
world  can  understand  thai  it  is  oidy  women  that  hear  children,  tliat 
is,  the  wife  of  Ahrahani."       i  cannot  follow  lhat  idiom,"  he  said, 
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because  it  diifers  from  the  idiom  of  the  Ei]giis]i  language  "  begat/' 
which  means  peran(d--]ah  .^^  Tlvat  was  the  kind  of  argnmejit  l)e- 
tween  ns^  the  reason  of  which  was  that  he  did  not  yet  grasp  the 
Mahiy  idiom;  and  to  such  an  extent  was  this  so,  that  he  even  said 
that  Mr.  Marsden's  dictionary  w^as  wrong,  because  that  gentleman 
followed  the  Malay  idiom.  Similarily  there  are  hundreds  of  places 
in  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  where  the  idiom  is  not  correct. 

I  will  only  give  a  l)rief  account  of  what  happened  between 
me  (Uid  Mr.  Thomsen.  It  was  on  account  of  this  obstinacy  and  his 
ignorance  of  the  Malay  language  that  the  sentences  still  remained 
in  the  darlv.  1  will  not  mention  the  chapters  and  verses,  but  you 
gentlemen  who  read  this  story  of  mine  know  them  full  well;  and 
if  you  hnd  mistakes  in  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  translated  by  Mr. 
Thomsen,  and  awkward  expression  in  the  Malay,  you  must  consider 
well  how  I  A\  as  under  authority,  and  could  do  nothing  either  to  add 
or  take  away  a  single  word  in  that  book  without  the  permission  and 
authority  of  Mr.  1'homsen.  I  myself  know  that  in  that  book  there 
.are  many  places  which  sound  awkward,  and  where  the  words  are 
used  quite  out  of  place.  It  is  because  of  these  expressions  that 
people  misunderstand  the  meaning;  but  what  could  be  done?  Es- 
pecially as  I  do  not  understand  the  original  language  of  the  l>ook, 
wliicli  is  said  to  be  translated  from  the  Greek  language;  if  it  had 
only  been  from  the  English,  I  would  have  known  a  little  about  it. 
On  account  of  all  the  hindrances  which  I  have  mentioned,  you  must 
not  alnise  me  or  speak  against  my  reputation  because  I  was  his 
teacher.  Xevertheless  I  do  not  in  the  least  profess  myself  to  be 
<^lever  or  free  from  mistakes,  for  I  myself  am  continually  bedaubed 
with  errors,  and  am  not  free  froftu  faults;  but  though  this  is  so,  by 
God's  will  I  do  know  the  Malay  idiom,  and  can  distinguish 
between  what  is  right  and  wrong,  because  that  is  my  own  language, 
^especially  as  I  have  studied  it,  and  did  not  pick  it  up  as  I  lieard 
it  along  the  road,  nor  did  I  copy  it  from  other  people. 

After  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  had  been  revised,  one  day  ]\Ir. 
Thomsen  said  to  me,  Let  us  now  revise  the  Acts  of  t]ie  Apostles." 
I  replied,  "  Very  well,  sir ;  ljut  I  have  endured  so  much  vexation  in 
revising  tlie  Gospel  of  Matthew^,  and  there  are  dozens  of  places 
where  the  translation  is  not  at  all  according  to  my  desire,  so  that 
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my  mind  is  very  niiich  distrossod  ;  l)iit  if  you  wish,  I  will  do  what 
you  say.  But  now  in  revisi]i<^-  this  I  don't  know  how  we  shall  get 
on."  He  answered,  The  expressions  in  that  hook  were  very 
difficult,  and  for  that  reason  if  tliere  are  a  few  mistakes,  who  will 
find  it  out?  But  tliis  Acts  of  the  Apostles  is  only  like  a  story,  so 
3"0u  can  easily  revise  it.''  I  said,  "  Don't  say  it  is  easy ;  I  have  read 
it,  and  not  a  siiYgle  word  of  the  Dutch  translation  can  I  under- 
stand, for  it  does  not  follow  the  syntax  of  the  Malay  language."  He 
said,  "  Come,  let  us  try."  So  I  revised  it;  but  this  was  just  as  I 
have  described  above.  I  will  not  tell  all  about  it,  as  that  would 
make  too  long  a  story,  but  I  tried  my  best  to  make  it  according  to 
the  Malay  idiom;  just  so  that  people  would  be  able  to  understand 
it  would  be  enough.  In  that  way  I  did  a  little  each  day  whilst 
doing  other  work,  of  which  I  had  a  great  deal,  until  I  had  revised 
it  with  much  trouble  and  many  arguments;  for  it  was  Mr.  Thom- 
sen^s  way  to  alw^ays  steer  his  course  according  to  the  English  lan- 
guage or  the  other  languages  which  he  w^as  translating  into  Malay, 
without  paying  any  attention  to  the  idiom  of  the  Malay  language. 
For  this  reason  anything  which  he  wrote  can  immediately  be  recog- 
nized, for  only  the  words  are  Mala}^,  but  the  construction  of  the 
sentences  is  English,  and  not  at  all  like  Malay  writings.  The  work 
of  translating  from  one  language  to  another  is  a  great  art. 

The  gospel  of  Matthew  and  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  were  first 
printed  at  Malacca;  the  copy  was  written  by  me,  and  the  spelhng 
and  the  joining  of  the  words  is  all  my  work.  After  that  I  don'c 
know  how  many  times  they  were  printed  again  at  Singapore  and 
at  Malacca,  until  at  the  present  time  I  see  that  those  booiks  from 
beginning  to  the  end  have  not  ten  Avords  which  are  not  wrong;  they 
are  full  of  mistakes,  both  in  spelling  and  in  the  joining  of  words  ^ 
they  have  put  in  things  which  do  not  exist,  and  have  omitted  what 
ought  to  be  thei-e.  I^'or  every  one  of  the  teachers  who  has  not 
studied  makes  hiinseir  out  to  be  clever;  as  long  as  he  gets  his  pay 
it  will  do,  without  any  rule  or  knowledge  as  to  which  word  should 
liave  an  alif^  and  which  should  not;  and  similarly  with  the  other 
vowels  ya  and  wan,  they  change  whatever  they  c.in,  without  know- 
ing the  origin  ffoiii  whi(th  the  word  cnine  ;  il'  it  originally  had  an 
(ilif,  they  think  it  ou'.'Jii  certainly  to  have  ouv,  ii;  combination,  ])ut 
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tliis  is  not  so ;  whoever  desires  to  do  so  will  add  one,  and  whoever 
wishes  will  take  it  awav,  and  they  also  change  the  comljinations. 
It'  this  kind  ot  tiling  is  continued  for  about  tweiity  A^ears,  Malay 
writing,  and  the  spelling,  and  the  joining  of  the  words,  and  the 
syntax  of  the  Malay  language,  and  the  rules  of  writing  it  will  all 
he  destroyed,  nntil  at  last  one  man's  writing  will  not  he  able  to  be 
]"ead  l)y  another,  because  every  one  changes  it  according  to  his  own 
cleverness,  some  adding  and  some  taking  away.  And  there  are 
some  ])('()) )le  who  because  they  are  not  versed  in  reading  Malay 
wririiigs  add  tlu^  letters  iciiii  and  j/a  and  alif  so  that  people  may  read 
<»asily ;  tlieir  own  idea  is  that  they  imagine  they  are  able  to  create 
the  sky,  the  moon,  and  the  sun.  All  of  this  arises  through  the 
ignoraiu'C  of  ]^]uropeans  who  learn,  and  the  ignorance  of  Mala3^s 
who  teach  ;  they  want  to  make  donkeys  into  horses,  and  think  that 
by  bathing  them  and  washing  them  with  soap  they  will  become 
horses  ;  not  considering  that  wdiat  is  originally  a  horse  will  remain 
a  horse,  and  the  donkey  will  remain  a  donkey.  This  is  the  ad- 
vantage of  teachers  and  writers  who  are  paid  low  wages,  they  can 
-easily  make  horses  into  donkeys.  As  it  seems  to  me,  they  do  not 
Avant  to  learn  the  Malay  language,  but  to  destroy  it.  I  know  the 
foolish  thing  which  they  are  doing,  for  their  idea  is,  let  other- 
people  follow  wh'dt  they  do,  in  order  that  they  may  be  called  clever 
for  inventing  something  new;  but  they  do  not  know  that  when 
educated  people  see  such  work  as  that,  they  immediately  recognise 
it  as  the  work  of  an  ignorant  person,  w^ho  has  no  learning  and  only 
wants  to  make  himself  out  to  be  clever.  It  is  just  as  the  Malays 
■say,  ""If  you  cannot  repair  it,  at  least  do  not  break  it;"  do  you 
understand  what  that  means!  If  you  have  not  sufficient  skill  to 
improve  anything,  do  not  in  your  haste  break  it,  for  there  may  be 
some  other  man  coming  after  you  who  has  more  knowledge  than 
yourself,  and  he  may  l)e  able  to  improve  it.  Would  you  not  be 
.ashamed  if  some  clever  man  should  see  the  Gospel  with  such  spell- 
ing, and  such  connection  of  words,  and  wrong  expressions,  such  as 
no  one  ever  uses?  What  will  people  think?  For  that  is  the  book 
which  Christians  l)elieve  and  honor ;  and  is  not  that  the  book  which 
people  will  use  as  a  pattern  for  the  spelling  and  joining  of  words, 
and  will  they  not  quote  good  expressions  from  it?     i^ow  if  you 
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should  do  as  I  have  descril)od,  it  is  as  if  you  despised  it;,  and  it  will 
l)e  despised  hy  tiiose  wlio  see  it;  for  people  will  know  that  those 
wlio  made  it  were  ignorant  and  obstinate  persons,  and  without 
educatio]!.  And  not  only  the  spelling  and  the  joining  of  words, 
but  even  in  the  meanings  there  are  many  mistakes,  as  far  from  the 
original  as  the  earth  from  the  sky;  in  regard  to  >sueh  I  eannot  say 
yes  or  no,  for  I  myself  am  an  ig-norant  man,  and  do  not  know  the 
words  of  the  original ;  but  as  I  understand  it  the  meaning  is  wrong. 

Will  you  please  see  for  yourselves  in  the  Gospel  which  Mr. 
Thomsen  printed  at  Singapore,  on  page  201,  verse  28,  it  reads  like 
this,  Then  Simon  lifted  the  child  of  J esus  in  his  arms,  and  praised 
(4od.''  Xow  this  serious  mistake  arose  because  he  followed  the 
idiom  of  the  English  language,  putting  the  words  one  by  one  into 
Malav,  and  caring  nothing  about  Malay  idiom.  As  I  understand 
it,  the  meaning  of  this  sentence  in  the  English  if  it  were  put  into 
Malay  would  be  like  this,  "  Simon  lifted  the  child,  that  is  Jesus,'^ 
that  is  how  I  undersitand  it,  for  I  never  yet  heard  in  the  Moham- 
medan religion,  and  much  less  in  the  Christian  religion,  that  Jesus 
was  married,  so  how  could  that  child  come?  This  expression  I 
have  found  in  the  Gospel  of  Luke,  and  who  the  teacher  was  who 
taught  like  that,  or  what  the  obstinacy  was  I  do  not  know.  There 
are  such  mistakes  in  hundreds  of  places  which  I  do  not  mention, 
ljut  I  only  give  it  briefly ;  if  I  should  mention  all  of  them,  I  should 
fill  ten  pages  of  this  paper;  I  only  mention  it  as  a  warning  to 
other  gentlemen  hereafter.  I  will  now  return  to  the  story  of 
myself  while  I  was  employed  in  the  town  of  Malacca  as  a  teacher, 
and  was  instructing  Mr.  Thomsen,  that  is  to  say  concerning  trans- 
lation from  the  English  language  into  Malay. 
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Chapter  10. 

COL.  FAliQIJHAE^S  SEAECH  FOR  A  STEATEGIC 
POSITION. 

While  I  was  thus  employed,  a  report  was  heard  at  Malacca 
that  an  English  cutter  had  been  taken  by  pirates,  .between  Penang 
and  Malacca,  and  that  aii  English  lady  who  was  in  the  boat  had 
1)een  taken  away  by  the  pirates  to  the  eastward.  It  was  said  that 
the  cutter  had  sailed  from  Penang,  and  this  news  soon  spread. 
After  that,  two  or  three  days  later,  another  report  was  heard  that 
Col.  Earquhar  was  going  to  sail  in  an  English  ship,  to  go  in  search 
of  that  English  lady.  Mr.  Earquhar  took  with  him  four  or  five 
Malacca  Malays,  and  a  writer  named  Enchek  Yahya  bin  Abdul 
Wahid,  usually  called  Enchek  Siang;  all  of  these  sailed  from 
M)alaoca.  Xo  one  knew  the  secret  of  the  Eesident's  departure;  all 
that  was  known  by  the  people  of  Malacca  was  that  Col.  Earquhar 
had  gone  to  look  for  the  lady;  and  for  this  reason  I  will  not  write 
the  story,  because  I  do  not  know  about  it;  but  wdien  they  all  came 
back  to  Malacca,  I  inquired  quietly,  and  they  whispered  to  me, 
saying,  ^' It  was  not  to  look  for  a  lady;  that  report  was  spread 
intentionally,  so  that  people  might  not  know  that  the  English  were 
going  to  search  for  a  place  to  found  a  city." 

Col.  Farquliar  first  w^ent  to  Siak,  to  consult  with  the  king  of 
Siak,  and  to  ask  him  for  a  place  to  build  a  city  at  Tanjong  Jati; 
but  what  was  wrong  about  that  place  was  that  when  the  wind  blows 
from  the  north  waves  are  very  big,  so  that  ships  or  boats  could  not 
anchor,  and  for  this  reason  it  would  not  do.  After  that  he  went 
to  Daik,  and  I  don't  know  what  consultation  he  had  with  the  Yam- 
Tuan  of  Daik.  Then  he  came  to  the  Carimon  Islands,  and  went 
ashore  to  see  all  the  places  and  the  mountains,  and  he  liked  them. 
But  then  he  went  to  look  for  an  anchorage,  and  found  it  was  all 
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coral  reefs  and  j'ocks,  and  he  could  not  find  a  place  I'ov  sliijjs  to 
anchor;  moreover  he  took  sound in<^'s  all  ar-ouiid  the  islands,  and  the 
water  was  very  deep,  ajid  there  was  no  place  for-  sliips  or  hoats  to 
shelter  in  a  storm,  and  a  sli<^ht  cr-roi-  would  t^ikc  ;i  vessel  on  the 
reefs.  For  all  these  reasons  it  would  not  do,  so  he  went  on  board 
his  ship.  He  next  sailed  to  Johor,  and  when  he  arrived  there  he 
went  on  shore  to  see  those  places,  and  I  do  not  know  what  he 
thought;  afterwards  he  went  on  board  his  ship,  and  sailed  back  to 
Malacca.  When  he  arrived  at  Malacca,  oji  that  very  day  he  gave 
authority  to  Captain  Daud  as  his  deputy,  to  be  the  officer  in 
Malacca,  and  when  this  was  done  he  sailed  back  again,  intending 
to  look  for  a  place  to  build  a  city. 

After  Mr.  Farquhar  had  heen  gone  from  Malacca  two  days^ 
there  came  two  large  Dutch  ships  and  a  cutter,  bringing  the  Eesi- 
dent  and  his  secretary  and  officials,  with  Dutch  and  Javanese 
soldiers,  and  all  their  ecjuipment,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  over 
Malacca.  At  that  time  most  of  the  Malacca  people  of  all  nation- 
alities were  glad  that  the  Dutch  were  taking  the  town  of  Malacca^ 
because  they  imagine  that  they  would  find  it  easier  than  under 
English  rule;  but  they  were  not  aware  that  the  people  who  were 
coaming  were  horse  leeches,  who  would  suck  the  blood  from  their 
bodies. 

At  that  time  I  was  very  sad  in  my  heart,  because  I  thought 
that  all  my  toil  and  trouble  and  my  diligence  for  such  a  long  time 
in  learning  the  English  language  had  been  in  vain;  and  if  there 
should  be  no  English  in  this  town,  to  whom  should  I  sell  my  wares  ? 
Moreover  not  a  solitary  word  of  the  Dutch  language  could  I  speak. 
My  face  was  pale  wheii  I  saw  the  people  of  Dutch  birth  in  Malacca, 
for  they  brouglit  my  mistake  home  to  me  in  having  learned  the 
iMiglisli  language  and  iji  liking  the  English  people;  their  faces  were 
flushed  with  joy,  because  their  race  was  coming  and  they  under- 
-toorl  the  language.  Many  of  them  said  to  me,  "  Now  what  is  the 
good  of  the  I^ynglish  which  yon  have  learned.  If  yoii  had  learned 
ihc  Didch  language  would  it  not  lunc  been  very  useful?  for  a  gi'cat 
iMan\'  of  the  Dutch  want-  to  Icani  the  Malay  language,  because  this 
town  will  now  remain  pcnna neid ly  in  tlu^  hands  of  tlu!  Dutch." 
When  I  heard  thai,  I  thought  more  and  mo?'e  about  it,  and  soime- 
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times  I  regretted  that  T  had  learned  Phiglish.  At  that  time  I  felt 
as  if  some  one  was  arousing  me  from  sleep,  saying,  "  Trust  in  God, 
who  gives  sustenance  to  all  his  servants  in  a  way  which  His 
<'reatiires  cannot  know;  and  not  because  they  know  English  or 
Dutch,  for  it  comes  without  measure." 

When  the  Dutch  ships  and  the  cutter  arrived,  their  crews  came 
on  shore,  and  they  lived  at  Bandar  Hilar,  but  the  town  had  not  yet 
been  handed  over,  because  the  Eesident  was  not  there.  After  five 
days  Mr.  Farcpihar  arrived,  and  he  gave  authority  to  Captain  Daud 
telling  him  to  hand  over  the  town  of  Malacca;  and  the  same  night 
he  sailed  again. 

The  next  day  at  seven  o^.clock  in  the  morning  the  Dutch  troops 
entered  the  Fort,  with  their  officers,  and  their  fife  and  drum  band 
and  otlier  music,  and  their  Eesident  with  his  secretary  bringing 
the  Dutch  flag;  and  at  that  time  they  all  had  their  swords  drawn 
in  their  hands.  When  they  arrived  at  the  hill  near  the  flagstaff, 
the  English  troops  with  their  officers  and  all  the  officials  and  their 
fife  and  drum  band  were  ready  waiting,  each  of  them  holding  a 
drawn  sword  in  his  hand.  First  of  all  they  hoisted  the  English 
flag,  and  the  English  played  their  fifes  and  drums,  and  it  made 
one's  heart  very  sad  to  hear  the  sound.  I  noticed  that  they  all 
appeared  to  be  sad  and  sorrowful,  like  people  at  a  funeral,  and 
every  face  were  pale.  After  a  period  of  about  ten  minutes  the 
flag  was  lowered.  Both  the  detachments  of  troops  stood  ready  near 
the  flagstaft',  the  English  and  the  Dutch  soldiers,  but  each  on  their 
own  side.  The  people  of  the  town  were  also  there  in  dense  crowds 
to  see  the  sight,  and  the  men  who  were  to  read  the  proclamation 
in  four  languages  w^ere  all  ready.  After  that  the  Dutch  flag  was 
hoisted,  and  the  Dutch  music  was  played  with  a  loud  noise;  and 
after  about  ten  minutes  it  was  lowered  again.  While  the  Dutch 
flag  was  being  lowered,  I  noticed  that  the  men  of  the  two  detach- 
ments acted  as  if  they  would  like  to  kill  one  another,  both  sides 
l)eing  angry  and  their  faces  crimson;  they  were  like  tigers  about 
to  spring,  all  of  them  having  their  w^eapons  unsheathed  in  their 
hands.  After  that  both  flags  were  hoisted,  the  Dutch  and  the 
English  flags  together;  and  after  some  time  both  of  them  were 
lowered  and  hoisted  again,  until  this  had  been  done  three  times ; 
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tJieii  (iiuilly  the  Knglish.  flag  was  slowly  lovvcrcfl.  At  that  time  I 
noticed  that  many  of  the  English  jjeople  were  weeping,  wliile  the 
fifes  and  drums  played  slowly,  like  the  soun4  of  voices  wailing,  and 
every  one  who  saw  them  was  awe-struck.  When  the  English  flag 
reached  the  ground,  tlie  Proclamation  was  read  in  the  language 
of  each  iiationality ;  and  the  words  of  the  proclamation  were  as 
follows : 

Be  it  known  unto  all  men  in  this  town  that  this  Procla- 
mation is  read  in  witness  of  the  fact  that  the  king  of  England  has 
decided  with  all  his  officials  in  the  treaty  of  peace  that  the  town 
of  Malacca  is  surrendered  by  His  Majesty  the  king  of  England  to 
His  Majesty  the  king  of  Holland." 

When  this  had  been  done,  all  the  English  troops  and  their 
officers  returned  home,  and  the  Dutch  troops  with  their  officers  went 
to  take  over  the  guard  in  all  those  iDilaces  which  had  been  guarded 
by  the  English  troops. 

The  name  of  the  Eesident  who  had  just  come  was  Timmerman 
Thyssen,  and  his  secretary's  name  was  Bamgoor,  ^nd  the  name  of 
the  Commandant  of  the  troops  w^as  Major,  and  he  was  a  French- 
man. On  that  very  day  the  Resident  moved  to  the  house  of  the 
English  Resident,  and  his  secretary  lived  in  the  Fort,  his  house 
being  on  the  side  towards  the  sea,  and  he  had  a  sentry  in  full 
uniform  at  his  door.  But  all  the  troops  who  came  were  Javanese 
and  Madurese. 


THE  AUTOBIOGRAPHY  OF  MUNSHI  ABDULLAH.  117 


Chapter  11. 

THP]  FOUi\"DIXG  OF  SINGAPORE. 

I  will  now  return  to  the  story  of  how  Col.  Farquhar  sailed 
away  in  a  ship.  He  ordered  the  slnp  to  steer  towards  the  Straits 
of  Singapore ;  and  the  reason  why  he  went  there  was  that  for  a 
long  time  he  had  heen  friendly  with  'J'engkn  Long,  the  son  of 
Sultan  Mahniud,  at  the  time  when  he  was  at  Malacca;  and  I  heard 
it  said  that  Tengku  Long  had  received  some  money  from  Col. 
Farquhar.  At  that  very  time  he  had  promised  to  give  the  island 
of  Singapore  to  the  English.  Moreover  Mr.  Farquhar  had  been  to 
Rian  to  meet  with  him,  in  order  to  enter  into  such  an  agreement 
with  him,  and  when  the  agreement  had  been  made,  he  then  returned 
to  Malacca  to  hand  the  town  over  to  the  Dutch  as  I  have  described. 
Xow  all  that  was  said  and  done  between  Col.  Farqnhar  and  Tengku 
Long  was  reported  by  letter  to  EafBes  while  he  was  still  at  Penang^ 
and  Mr.  Eaffles  had  made  known  all  the  circumstances  to  the 
Governor-General  in  Bengal;  so  there  came  a  reply  from  Bengal  to 
say,  ^'  If  you  wish  to  found  a  city  at  Singapore  you  can  do  so,  and 
the  Comjjany  does  not  forbid  it ;  the  Company  however  will  not  pay 
the  expense  of  founding  the  city,  but  yon  and  Mr.  Farquhar  must 
provide  the  money  yourselves.  When  that  has  been  done,  the 
Company  Avill  consider  the  matter."  Mr.  Raffles  then  told  the 
Governor-General  that  he  would  consult  Col.  Farquhar  about  the 
matter,  and  he  said,  "  Whatever  happens  we  must  found  a  city  on 
the  island  of  Singapore."  Mr.  Raffles  also  came  to  Malacca,  and 
Avhen  the  matter  had  been  decided,  he  sent  Mr.  Farquhar  to  Sing- 
apore to  carry  out  the  work  as  far  as  was  necessary  until  he  should 
come.  For  at  that  time  he  went  to  Acheen,  being  sent  there  by 
the  Governor-General  to  settle  a  quarrel  which  the  princes  at 
Acheen  had  among  themselves,  for  Acheli  Pedir  and  Telok  Semawi 
wanted  to  fight ;  and  they  had  sent  a  letter  to  Bengal  asking  for 
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assistance  in  the  settlement  ol'  tlie  (iiiari'el,  so  Mr.  IlaHles  was  told 
to  settle  it,  and  lie  sniled  to  Aeheen.  It  was  just  after  that  that 
Mr.  Earqiihar  sailed  to  Singapore,  as  1  have  already  related. 

When  he  arrived  there,  he  went  on  shore  Ijj  the  ship's  hoat, 
together  with  the  Malaoca  men  whom  he  ijad  taken  with  him;  and 
they  landed  on  the  Esplanade  where  the  (Jonrt  has  now  heen  huilt, 
and  found  the  place  full  of  kermunling  and  mkedadok  hushes.  On 
the  side  towards  the  river  there  were  foar  or  five  little  huts,  and 
there  were  six  or  seven  cocoanut  trees  which  had  heen  planted 
there;  and  there  was  one  house  a  little  larger,  hut  also  huilt  of 
atap,  which  was  where  the  Temenggong  lived.  Mr.  Farquhar 
walked  all  round  the  Esplanade,  and  the  sea  gypsies  (Orang  Laid) 
came  and  looked  at  him,  and  then  ran  and  told  the  Temenggong. 

Immediately  the  Temenggong  accompanied  by  four  or  five  men 
hearing  araiis  came  to  meet  Mr.  Earquhar.  The  heat  was  then  very 
great,  and  Mr.  Farquhar  went  under  the  shade  of  a  helat  tree  in 
the  middle  of  the  Esplanade.  When  they  met  they  greeted  one 
another  by  touching  hands,  and  Mr.  Farquhar  shook  his  hand,  and 
he  took  Mr.  Farquhar  to  his  house.  When  they  got  there,  Mr. 
Farquhar  spoke  about  his  coming,  and  told  him  how  originally 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  Bencoolen  sent  by  Mr.  Eaffles  to  tell 
liim  to  look  for  a  good  place  to  build  a  town,  because  Malacca  had 
been  surrendered  by  His  Majesty  the  king  of  England  to  the  king 
of  Holland;  moreover  he  said,  "If  the  English  do  build  a  town 
liere,  it  will  be  very  easy  for  the  Malays  to  trade,  and  the  European 
inercliants  will  also  come  here  to  trade.''  He  said  many  other 
nice  tilings,  and  gaM'  him  advice  in  order  to  ])lease  the  Temenggong, 
like  gi\ing  liim  a,  lump  of  sugar  to  suck.  The  Temenggong  an- 
sv/(T('d,  Sir,  I  am  a  rim-avvay,  who  have  come  here  from  Riau 
in  a  had  hiiinoiir.  You  know  as  well  as  I  do  the  way  of  Malay 
|)rinc('S,  each  of  them  wishes  to  exalt  himseli'.  That  is  why  I  can^o 
away  to  this  island  in  thti  middle  of  the  sea.  Moreover  I  a,ni  Iho 
Jicir  to  this  place,  I'oi'  accoi'ding  to  ]\lalay  laws  and  (  iisloins  it  is  the 
Tcmr'ng^iong  who  controls  all  roc^ks  and  island,  hnl-  the  real  owniT 
is  the  laic  Sultan  Mahiniid.  He  had  two  sons,  hut  neither  of  tlicni 
wci'c  l(';j  it  i  mate  children,  one  was  named  ,\l)dul  l»ahnian,  and  llie 
other   Ihi.-aiii.  whose   title   is  Tengkii    Long.     Now  since  the  late 
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vSultan's  dea'tli,  tlie  priiu-es  in  the  kiuo-dom  of  Daik  and  Eiau  and 
Paliang  are  all  in  doubt  as  to  who  should  be  made  vSnltan  by  the 
Beudahara,  for  ])oth  of  them  are  sons  of  the  late  Sultan.  Tengku 
Puteri,  the  Sultan's  widow,  wishes  Tengku  Long  to  l)e  king,  but 
the  princes  wish  to  make  Tengku  Abdul  Eahman  the  king;  for 
that  reason  they  are  all  at  loggerheads.  Tender  these  circumstances 
Tengku  Ahdul  Iialiman  was  sulky,  and  went  to  Terengganu,  and 
Teiigku  Long  remains  at  Eiau  ;  that  is  the  root  of  the  matter,  sir. 
Xow  all  the  royal  insignia  have  been  handed  over  to  Tengku  Puteri, 
the  Sultan's  widow."  When  Mr.  Farquhar  heard  the  story  which 
the  Temenggong  told  him,  he  smiled  and  said,  Tengku,  all  of  this 
has  been  in  Mr.  Eaffles  mind,  and  he  will  set  it  right." 

Mr.  Farquliar  then  quickly  changed  the  subject,  and  said, 
Tengku,  what  is  the  name  which  people  give  to  this  hill  near 
hvve  f  "  Tfe  replied,  ''  This  hill  for  ages  past  has  been  called  The 
Forbidden  Hill."  Mr.  Farquhar  asked,  Wiiy  is  it  called  The 
Forbidden  Hill  ?  The  Temenggong  replied,  "  The  story  is  that 
in  the  time  of  the  Sultans  of  former  ages,  their  place  was  built 
on  this  hill,  therefore  they  forbade  any  one  to  go  up  there  except 
l)y  order  of  the  king,  or  if  sent  for  by  him;  that  is  why  the  hill 
is  called  The  Forbidden  Hill,  Xow  at  the  back  of  that  hill  there  is 
a  water  pipe,  and  that  place  is  called  The  Forbidden  Pipe,  for  that 
is  the  place  where  all  the  concubines  and  wives  of  the  Sultan  bathed, 
and  no  one  could  go  there.'' 

After  that  Mr.  Farquhar  said,  "  Tengku,  the  object  of  my 
coming,  after  consulting  with  Mr.  Eafties,  and  with  the  consent  of 
Tengku  Lo)ig,  the  son  of  Sultan  Mahmud  who  is  at  Eiau  and 
Lingga,  is  to  hand  over  the  island  of  Singaipore  to  the  English 
company  to  be  made  a  city,  so  as  to  perpetuate  the  names  of  the 
Sultans  of  former  times,  and  in  order  that  it  may  be  an  evident 
sign  of  the  loyalty  of  Tengku  l^ong  and  yourself  to  the  English 
Company.  lender  these  circumstances,  until  Mr.  Eaffles  comes,  let 
us  two  })lan  what  should  l}e  done  in  the  opinion  of  Tengku  Long  and 
yourself,  and  also  in  order  that  we  may  make  an  agreement  l)e- 
tween  the  two  parties,  tliat  is  to  say,  the  English  Company  with 
Tengku  Long  and  yourself.  What  do  you  think  of  that  plan  ?  " 
When  the  Temenggong  heard  him  say  that,  he  Avas  silent  for  a  time 
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witlioiit  8})eakiii,i>',  after  wlii('li  Ik;  said,  "  »Sir,  1  ani  iiiider  tho 
antliority  oi:  Teii,^'kii  and  if  this  is  doiK;  with  the  consent  of 

I'engku  Long,  J  also  agree/'  Mr.  Farquhar  replied,  "  If  you  really 
consent  to  this,  let  ns  make  a  written  agreement."  ^J'he  Temeng- 
gong  answered,  fSir,  what  is  the  good  of  a  signature?  This 
tongue  of  mine  is  sufficieiit.''  Mr.  Farquhar  replied,  "  The  custom 
with  us  FAiropeans  is  that  a  signature  is  necessary,  in  order  tliat 
our  2)romise  cannot  change.''  Mr.  Farquhar  theji  said  to  Lnchek 
Siang,  "  Write  a  document  according  to  what  the  Temenggong 
agrees  to."  He  immediately  prepared  the  document  in  the  words 
Temenggong  desires  friendly  relations  with  the  English  Company, 
mentioned  above,  as  follows :  This  document  witnesseth  that  the 
and  is  willing  (with  the  consent  of  Tengku  Long)  that  the  island 
of  Singapore  shall  be  given  to  the  English  Company,  that  is  to  say, 
to  Mr.  Eaffles  and  Mr.  Farquhar,  in  order  that  they  may  build  a 
town.''  When  that  was  completed  they  affixed  their  signatures. 
Mr.  Farquhar  then  held  the  Temenggong's  hand,  and  shook  it 
saying,  "  Tengku,  from  this  day  we  are  friends  without  ceasing 
until  the  end." 

After  that  Mr.  Farquhar  said,  "  Tengku,  I  now  want  to  bring 
the  tents  on  shore  from  the  ship,  what  would  be  a  good  place  for 
tiiem  ?  ''  The  Temenggong  answered,  "  Wherever  3^ou  like,  sir." 
Mr.  Far(iuhar  said,  "  I  think  this  open  space  would  be  good." 
After  a  short  time  boat  came  from  the  ship,  and  the  people  from 
the  ship  came  on  shore,  bringing  'the  tents  and  all  their  equipment. 
Some  of  the  men  were  ordered  to  clear  the  brushwood,  and  others 
to  jntch  the  tents,  and  after  about  two  hours  the  tents  were  stand- 
ing. Mr.  Farquliar  then  ordered  a  well  to  be  dug  under  that  klat 
tree,  and  that  was  the  water  wliich  they  all  drank.  At  that  time 
there  were  tliirty  Malacca  men  with  him,  and  that  night  they  were 
on  gnard  in  ini'n  aronnd  tlie  tents. 

I^arly  Ihe  next  morning  Mr.  Farquluir  oi'ih'red  a,  pole  to  be  set 
n|)  ahont  six  fathoms  long  (-')()'),  and  when  it  was  ei'ected,  the 
i'jiglish  Hag  w;is  hoisicd  on  Ihe  seashore.  A1  lhat  linu'  tliere  was 
I'o  food  lo  he  oblaincd  and  so  Mi'.  1^'a i'(|n ha i'  ga\('  the  miMi  twenty 
<h)nars,  saying,  (io  and  hny  some  food  for  ns  to  eat."  'V]\vy  went 
ill  scai'ch  for  it.  bnl,  conhl  lind  nothing,  and  all  they  had  to  eat 
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what  caane  from  the  ship,  they  had  dollars  to  buy  it,  but  there  was 
none  to  be  obtained.  There  were  two  or  three  little  huts  close 
together  ]iear  the  Tenienggong's  house,  and  the  people  who  lived  in 
them  ate  the  sprouts  of  trees  and  dried  fish  and  sago,  and  occasion- 
ally they  got  rice.  At  the  far  end  of  Kampong  Gelam  there  were 
two  or  three  huts  of  sea-gypsies  of  the  tribe  of  Gelam,  who  lived 
there  making  mats  and  sails,  and  that  is  why  the  village  is  called 
Kampong  Gelam. 

In  those  days,  as  for  passing  through  the  Straits  of  Singapore, 
not  only  men,  but  even  the  devils  and  evil  spirits  would  be  afraid, 
for  that  was  the  room  in  which  the  pirates  slept.  Wherever  they 
wTut  to  attack  ships  or  cutters  or  native  vessels  they  brought  them 
to  Singapore,  for  that  was  the  place  where  they  divided  the  spoil 
and  killed  the  crews,  or  else  killed  one  another  in  struggling  for 
the  property. 

Xow  as  to  the  sea-gypsies  {Orcmg  Laut)  who  lived  in  the 
native  vessels,  they  acted  like  wild  animals;  if  they  saw  a  number 
of  people  coming,  wdien  there  w^as  time  they  would  escape  in  their 
boats,  but  if  there  was  no  time,  they  would  plunge  into  the  sea 
and  dive  like  fish,  disappearing  for  about  half  an  hour  before  they 
came  up  again,  which  would  be  a  distance  of  one  or  two  hundred 
fathoms  from  the  place  where  they  jumped  in;  both  men  and 
women  did  like  that.  And  especially  the  little  children  much  more 
so;  wdieii  they  saw  anyone,  they  would  scream  as  if  they  would 
die,  just  as  if  they  had  seen  a  tiger.  It  was  these  people  whjo 
brought  fish  for  the  Temenggong  to  eat,  and  at  that  time  they 
inew  no  other  way  of  catching  fish  but  by  spearing  them.  Most  of 
the  fish  which  were  speared  were  ikan  tenggiri,  but  sometimes 
they  got  other  fish,  such  as  ikan  parang -parang,  etc.  Moreover  at 
that  time  the  fish  at  Singapore  w^ere  tough  and  hard  like  the  skin 
of  a  buffalo,  because  the  fish  were  not  y^et;  accustomed  to  being 
eaten;  and  they  were  very  tame,  so  that  big  fish  could  be  caught 
close  in  shore;  and  there  w^re  cockles  everywhere  on  the  seashore, 
which  came  up  of  their  own  accord,  so  that  in  a  few  minutes  one 
could  gather  gallons  of  them. 

The  Temenggong  told  the  sea-gypsies  to  come  and  sell  fish 
to  our  people,  but  though  they  came  and  brought  fish,  it  was  with 
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fear  and  treml)liiio^,  and  they  were  amazed  to  se(;  tfie  tents,  and 
people's  elotliiiig',  etc.  Whatever  j)ric('  was  </\vei\  them  for  the  fish, 
or  if  it  was  exchanged  for  a  little  tobacco  or  ri(,'e,  they  would  take- 
it  and  go  away.  And  when  they  came,  Mr.  Farquhar  gave  them, 
money  and  cloth  and  rice,  because  lie  saw  tliat  they  liad  no  clothes,, 
in  order  that  they  might  become  familiar  with  us.  In  that  way 
after  a  day  or  two  they  became  friendly,  and  lielped  tlie  newcomers 
to  bear  their  burdens;  but  their  children  were  still  very  shy,  so- 
that  they  became  siclv  owing  to  their  fear  of  people;  one  child  was 
even  lost  in  the  sea  off  Telok  Ayer,  because  he  was  frightened  to 
see  a  number  of  people  walking  near  his  vessel,  so  he  plunged  into 
the  sea  at  high  tide  when  the  current  is  s:trong,  and  he  did  not 
come  up  again,  but  was  lost,  being  carried  out  to  sea  l)y  the  current. 

Every  day  Mr.  Farquhar  was  occupied  in  walking  about  here 
and  there  to  look  at  the  place;  but  the  paths  were  all  overgrown 
with  jungle,  and  it  was  only  in  the  middle  of  the  esplanade  that 
there  was  no  big  jungle,  but  only  hermunting  and  sakedudok  bushes, 
and  klat  trees,  and  the  edge  of  the  water  was  covered  with  ambong- 
anihong  and  melpari  and  hulangan  and  tulang-iulang  trees.  On- 
the  other  side  of  the  river  there  was  nothing  to  be  seen  but  man- 
grove trees,  and  api-api  and  huta-huta  and  jeruju  and  tulang-tulang. 
And  in  no  place  was  there  good  ground  even  ten  fathoms  in  width, 
but  only  mud  with  the  mounds  cast  up  by  land-crabs,  and  it  was- 
only  on  the  hills  that  there  was  clay  soil.  There  was  one  large 
high  hill  near  the  end  of  the  point  at  the  mouth  of  the  Singapore- 
Eiver. 

In  the  mouth  of  the  Singapore  Eiver  there  were  a  great  many 
large  roc  ks,  l)ut  there  was  a  cliannel  in  between  the  rocks,  which 
was  as  crooked  as  a  snake  when  it  is  beaten.  Among  all  those 
stones  there  was  one  with  a  sharp  point  like  the  snout  of  a  sword- 
fish,  and  that  was  called  by  the  sea-gypsies  Batu  Ivepala-Todak 
(Sword-fish-head  Eock),  and  tliey  belieNcd  that  that  stoiu;  had  an 
e\il  spirit  or  ghost.  It  was  at  thnl  stone  that  they  all  paid  their 
\o\\-s,  and  that  was  tlie  place  they  I'earcvl,  and  they  set  \\\)  hanncM's 
and  paid  it  honor;  for  they  said,  If  we  do  not  hoiioi-  it,  when  wv 
go  in  and  out  of  the  straits  it  will  cei'taiidy  destroy  us  all.  So- 
('\-er\  da\'  they  brought.  olTcrings  and  placed  them  on  that  stone.. 
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xA.iicl  all  along  the  edge  of  the  shore  there  were  rolling  hundreds  of 
human  skulls  in  the  sand,  some  old  and  some  new,  some  with  the 
hair  still  remaining  on  them,  some  with  the  teeth  filed,  and  others- 
not,  skulls  of  all  kinds.  Mr.  Farquhar  was  informed  of  this,  and 
when  he  saw  them,  he  had  them  picked  up  and  thrown  out  to  sea; 
so  they  were  put  in  sacks  and  thrown  into  the  sea.  At  that  time- 
the  sea-gypsies  were  asked,  Whose  skulls  are  all  these  ?  "  And 
they  said,  These  are  the  heads  of  the  victims  of  piracy,  and  this- 
is  where  they  were  killed."  Wherever  native  vessels  or  ships  were 
attacked,  the  pirates  came  here  and  divided  the  plunder;  in  some 
cases  they  killed  one  another  in  struggling  for  the  booty;  in  other 
cases  it  was  those  whom  they  had  bound.  It  was  on  the  shore  here 
that  they  tried  their  weapons,  and  here  also  they  had  gambling  and 
cock-fighting. 

One  day  Mr.  Farquhar  wished  to  go  up  the  hill  which  the 
Temenggong  had  called  The  Forbidden  Hill.  The  Temenggong's 
men  said,  "  Xone  of  us  dare  go  up,  because  there  are  many  evil 
spirits  there ;  for  ever}^  day  can  be  heard  up  there  like  the  sound  of 
hundreds  of  people.  Sometimes  there  can  be  heard  the  sound  of 
gongs  and  drums,  and  the  shouts  of  men.'^ '  Mr.  Farquhar  laughed 
and  said,  "  I  want  to  see  those  ghosts ;  ^'  and  he  said  to  all  the 
Malacca  men,  "  Haul  this  gun  up  the  hill."  In  doing  this  many 
of  them  were  afraid,  but  as  there  was  nothing  else  to  do,  they 
hauled  the  cannon  up ;  but  all  of  them  were  Malacca  men,  for  not 
a  single  Singapore  man  dared  to  go  near.  N"ow  there  was  not 
much  jungle  on  the  hill,  and  not  many  large  trees,  but  only  a  clump 
here  and.  there.  They  were  all  afraid,  but  being  ashamed  because 
Mr.  Farquhar  was  with  them,  they  went  up  whether  they  liked  it 
or  not.  When  they  reached  the  top,  Mr.  Farquhar  ordered  the 
cannon  to  be  loaded  with  shot,  and  he  himself  fired  it  twelve  times 
in  succession,  pointing  it  in  all  directions,  after  that  he  ordered 
a  pole  to  be  erected,  and  hoisted  the  English  flag,  saying,  "  Cut  • 
down  all  this  brushwood."  He  also  had  a  road  made  for  people 
to  go  up  and  doAvn  the  hill,  and  this  work  of  cutting  down  the 
jungle  and  making  roads  was  done  every  day. 

At  that  time  on  the  island  of  Singapore  there  were  no  animals 
seen  either  wild  or  tame,  except  rats;  but  there  were  thousands  of 
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field  rats  everywliore,  largo  ones,  almost  as  ])\'^  as  cats,  and  if  one 
walked  at  iiigbt  one  would  stumble  over  them,  aud  mauy  people 
fell,  so  big  were  tiiey.  One  night  in  the  house  where  I  lived,  in 
which  a  eat  was  kept,  in  tlie  middle  of  the  night  the  cat  was  heard 
mewing,  and  my  friend  went  out  with  a  torch  to  see  what  was  the 
matter  with  the  cat;  when  he  caught  sight  of  it,  there  were  six  or 
seven  rats  crowding  around  and  biting  the  cat;  some  were  biting 
its  ears,  and  others  its  hands  and  feet,  while  some  bit  its  cheeks, 
till  the  cat  could  no  longer  move,  but  could  only  mew.  When  the 
man  saw  that,  he  shouted  to  me,  and  I  ran  to  the  back  to  see  it, 
until  six  or  seven  men  came  crowding  close  to  it,  but  even  then  the 
rats  would  not  let  go  of  the  cat;  but  when  the  cat  saw  a  number 
■of  people,  it  mewed  still  more,  like  a  person  calling  for  help,  so 
someone  took  a  stick  and  killed  two  of  the  rats  which  were  biting 
the  cat's  ears.  When  its  ears  were  free,  the  cat  pounced  on  one  of 
the  rats  and  killed  it,  then  the  man  struck  another,  and  the  rest 
ran  away.  But  the  cat's  face  and  nose  were  covered  with  wounds 
and  bedaubed  with  blood.  Every  house  was  like  that,  full  of  rats, 
so  that  one  could  hardly  stand  it,  as  they  did  not  take  any  notice 
of  people.  In  Mr.  Farquhar's  tent  it  was  just  the  same,  so  much 
so  that  Mr.  Farquhar  gave  orders,  saying,  "  Whoever  kills  a  rat,  I 
will  pay  him  a  tvang  cents)."  When  people  heard  that,  every- 
one made  appliances  for  killing  rats;  some  made  snares,  and  others 
traps,  and  some  used  poison,  and  others  set  bird  lime.  J^ever  be- 
fore in  my  life  did  I  see  rats  caught  with  bird  lime,  not  until  this 
time.  Some  people  were  very  clever  at  finding  their  holes,  and 
others  speared  them;  people  had  all  sorts  of  ways  for  killing  rats. 
Every  morning  they  came  in  crowds  bringing  the  carcases  of  rats 
to  Mr.  Farquhar's  house;  some  had  50  or  60,  and  others  only  six 
or  H('\('n.  At  first  the  rats  brought  every  morning  would  number 
almost  Ihonsands,  so  that  tliey  lay  in  heaps,  and  Mr.  Farquhar  paid 
as  lie  bad  pconiiscd.  Wlien  tbis  liad  gone  on  for  six  or  seven  days, 
and  lie  saw  tberc  were  si  ill  n  gi'eat  many,  he  reduced  Ihe  price  by 
one  half  (o  fliiils)  ;  bni,  even  so  thousands  were  l)rought,  so  he 
holes  lo  l)c  dug  Faii'lv  <le(M),  and  buried  all  the  rats.  In 
this  way  Ihe  iiuniher  of  rals  decreased  a  little,  iiidil  only  ten  or 
twenty  were  bi'onght.  every  day,  and  so  tlie  lighting  and  disturbance 
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of  the  rats  in  Singapore  ceased,  and  they  all  entirely  disappeared. 

After  a  few  days  a  great  number  of  centipedes  came  out,  and 
here  and  there  people  were  bitten  by  centipedes.  In  every  house,, 
if  one  sat  down  for  a  moment,  two  or  three  of  them  would  fall  from 
the  roof ;  moreover  when  we  slept  at  nigiit,  there  would  certainly 
be  found  under  one's  mat  two  or  three  big  centipedes  when  we  got 
up  in  the  morning,  and  so  people  made  a  fuss.  Mr.  Farquhar 
heard  about  this,  and  so  he  gave  orders  that  whoever  killed  a  centi- 
pede should  be  given  a  ivang  (2^  cents).  When  they  heard  of  this^ 
people  looked  everywhere  for  them,  and  every  day  hundreds  were 
brought,  everyone  catching  them  as  best  he  knew  how.  In  this  way 
their  number  decreased,  but  every  two  or  three  days  people  would 
bring  twenty  or  thirty  of  them,  until  the  fighting  and  the  dis- 
turbance about  the  centipedes  ended,  and  people  no  longer  shouted 
out  because  of  the  pain  of  the  centipede  bites. 
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Chapter  12. 
DUTCH  RULES  IN  MALACCA. 

I  will  not  tell  about  the  town  of  Malacca,  after  it  had  been 
surrendered  by  the  English  into  the  hands  of  the  Dutch.  Every 
day  they  made  some  change  in  the  customs  and  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  English,  and  in  so  doing  they  did  great  wrong  to  the  poor; 
€very  day  people  were  being  fined,  and  the  taxes  were  being  in- 
creased, for  they  put  taxes  on  whatever  had  not  been  taxed  by  the 
English,  so  that  people  could  not  even  dig  a  new  well  without  pay- 
ing a  tax,  and  those  who  built  houses  were  taxed.  I  '^annot  re- 
member all  the  things  that  were  taxed;  even  the  boats  that  went 
out  to  sea  were  taxed,  etc. 

Now  the  Dutch  secretary,  named  Bamgoor,  was  a  horse-leech 
who  drank  the  blood  of  God's  creatures.  He  had  four  policemen, 
and  all  of  them  were  like  little  leeches,  which  jump  wherever  they 
<:ome  across  men  or  animals,  and  suck  their  blood,  because  they 
want  to  become  as  big  as  pythons.  These  men  acted  as  spies  in 
€very  house,  and  when  they  found  even  a  slight  case  of  itch,  they 
would  exaggerate  it  and  say,  ^'  You  will  get  running  sores ; "  and 
they  tlireatened  them.  Because  people  were  afraid,  they  gave  them 
bribes,  wo  tliat  tliey  might  keep  quiet.  Then  they  would  go  and 
tell  their  friends,  and  they  in  their  turn  would  come  and  threaten 
those  people,  and  so  get  some  bribes.  That  was  the  way  in  which 
<Jiod^s  (TOHtiires  vverc^  oppressed  at  that  time  in  Malacca;  everyone 
was  abusing  nud  cursing  thcMu,  and  groaning  every  day,  and  people 
were;  Ijcing  fined  inccssnntly,  and  onc^  Ihiiig  or  anotlicr  was  being 
done  to  llicin.  VVIicn  I  lie  scci'ctary  K'l't  the  Fort  on  horseback, 
^iv'crywlicrc  people  were  rnnning  home  (piiekly  to  (heir  houses  to 
lalsc  their  brooms  and  sweep  in  front  of  their  doors;  so  that  there 
was  the  loud  sound  of  the  brooms  whei'ever  he  went,  because  they 
were  afraid  of  heing  lined;  ncNci't  heless  wlien  he  went  liome  tliree 


THE  AUTOBIOGRAPHY  OF  MUNSHI  ABDULLAH.  127 


.or  four  people  would  be  lined,  and  this  happened  every  day,  until 
he  was  nicknamed  Mr.  Broom;  when  anyone  wished  to  mention 
him  they  said  Mr.  Broom,  and  tliat  was  enough,  for  everyone  under- 
. stood.  All  the  nationalities  in  tlie  entire  town  cursed  and  abused 
liim.  As  the  Malays  say,  Knives  and  bill-hooks  may  be  blunt, 
but  men's  mouths  are  very  sharp." 

The  writer  of  this  story  thinks  that  everything  which  the 
Dutcli  people  did  was  as  if  they  wanted  everything  to  be  clean.  I 
like  such  a  desire  very  much,  and  it  is  quite  right,  so  that  people 
sliould  not  every  day  be  wallowing  in  dirt,  both  as  regards  the  town 
.and  the  home,  and  as  regards  eating  and  drinking,  it  was  right  for 
them  to  do  that  in  order  that  they  might  warn  the  Malays  and 
•  other  races  about  these  things.  But  what  the  Dutch  did  at  Malacca 
was  altogetlier  outrageous  in  regard  to  what  I  have  mentioned,  and 
every  day  their  injustice  and  tyranny  increased,  and  that  was  why 
the  liearts  of  all  God's  creatures  were  agitated,  and  as  they  had  no 
power  to  revenge  tliemselves,  they  brought  their  complaint  before 
•God.  So  in  a  few  days,  in  less  than  three  months,  by  the  will  of 
(lod,  Mr.  Brown  fell  sick,  acting  like  a  crazy  person,  in  constant 
fear,  and  screaming  out,  saying  that  he  was  being  beaten.  Many 
■  doctors  treated  him,  but  he  got  no  better,  and  only  screamed  more 
imd  more,  and  when  he  w^as  by  himself  he  would  dash  here  and 
tliere,  only  wanting  to  run  away.  One  night  w^hile  people  slept 
lie  jumped  down  from  the  upper  story  and  fell  in  the  middle  of 
the  road,  and  thus  died  leaving  a  bad  reputation. 

Moral.  Now  all  the  things  w^hich  I  have  mentioned  should  be 
taken  as  an  example  by  all  men  of  intelligence,  for  they  clearly 
show  that  the  recompense  of  God  is  not  by  beating  with  sticks  or 
;  stones  or  other  weapons,  but  comes  unexpectedly,  and  He  repays 
good  to  everyone  who  does  good,  and  similarly  evil  to  those  who 
do  evil. 

When  all  the  people  of  Malacca  heard  that  Mr.  Broom  was 
■dead,  everyone  stretched  out  his  hands  to  heaven,  saying,  x\men, 
O  Lord;  but  this  is  not  yet  enough;  if  this  Dutch  Eesident  should 
.also  die,  then  the  town  of  Malacca  would  have  peace.  After  Mr. 
Broom  was  dead,  his  wife  and  children  sailed  from  Malacca  to  re- 
turn to  Batavia,  and  it  is  said  that  his  wife  died  at  sea,  and  one  of 
.his  children  arrived  at  Batavia  seriously  ill. 
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Then  for  the  first  time  the  news  came  to  Malacca  that  the- 
English  had  prepared  a  place  in  the  Straits  of  Singapore  to  build 
a  town.  Most  people  did  not  IjclicNc  this  news;  some  said,  "This 
is  a  false  rumor;  perhaps  the  English  ha\('  just  called  in  to  see  the 
place."  Others  said,  "  Even  if  the  English  should  huihl  the  town, 
it  would  not  succeed,  because  there  would  be  no  little  expense,  and 
besides  the  English  are  not  so  crazy  as  to  throw  awa_y  that  much 
money."  The  people  of  Malacca  had  all  sorts  of  ideas  about  it;, 
they  all  said  what  they  liked,  each  according  to  his  own  ability, 
their  tongues  having  no  bone.  Two  or  three  days  later,  a  boat  came 
bringing  the  news  that  Mr.  Farquhar  was  really  at  Singapore,  and 
was  going  to  build  a  town,  and  that  a  number  of  Malacca  men  were 
there  with  him.  These  men  said  that  whoever  brought  food,  such 
as  fowls  and  ducks,  and  any  kind  of  fruit,  and  similar  things,  would 
make  great  profits.  Even  so,  not  many  people  believed.  Then  in' 
the  next  day  or  two  there  came  a  boat  bringing  a  letter  from  Mr, 
Farquhar  to  his  agent  at  Malacca,  telling  him  to  send  his  things. - 
Moreover  the  Malacca  men  who  were  with  him  all  sent  letters  to' 
their  relatives,  telling  them  to  bring  food  and  fowls  and  ducks.  In 
their  letters  it  was  also  mentioned  that  Mr.  Farquhar  was  at  Singa- 
pore, and  had  hoisted  the  English  flag,  but  that  Mr.  Farquhar  said 
the  question  was  not  yet  settled  about  that  place  as  to  whether  a 
town  would  be  built  or  not,  but  when  Mr.  Eaffles  came  they  would' 
get  definite  news. 

When  they  heard  that  information,  a  great  many  people  wish- 
ed to  go  and  take  all  kinds  of  food,  but  at  that  time  the  pirates- 
were  as  audacious  as  chickens,  so  that  they  even  captured  the  fisher- 
men's boats  in  the  Malacca  anchorage.    Every  day  they  could  be* 
seen  passing  from  west  to  east  and  from  east  to  west,  and  the  Dutch' 
paid  no  attention ;  for  this  reason  some  of  those  who  wished  to  go 
were  afraid.    Notwithstanding  tliat,  people  went  to  take  food,  be- 
cause they  heard  of  the  l)ig  pi-ofits,  and  when  they  i-cached  Singa- 
pore tliey  couhl  (loiil)le  their  money.     When  others  heard  tliis  they 
were  \(M'y  eager  to  take  tilings  thei'e,  and  some  went  merely  as 
]}d)oui-ers,  and  otiiers  to  o|)en  shops;  and  this  news  s|)read  all  over 
'^]u\•,\(■(■i\.    When  the  Dutch  heard  tliat  the  English  were  going  to- 


THE  AUTOBIOGEAPHY  OF  MUNSHI  ABDULLAH.  129 


build  a  town  at  Singapore,  they  were  hot  with  anger  and  full  of 
envy  in  their  hearts,  for  they  thought  that  if  Singapore  should  real- 
ly become  a  town,  then  Malacca  would  be  deserted.  All  the  while 
people  were  taking  food  and  poultry  to  Singapore,  and  the  Dutch 
were  angry,  and  would  not  allow  anyone  to  take  anything  to  Singa- 
pore, and  they  confiscated  any  boat  intending  to  go  to  Singapore; 
many  people  lost  money  by  this  confiscation.  In  spite  of  this  being 
done,  people  took  things  secretly ;  but  this  was  .found  out,  and  the 
boats  were  confiscated  and  the  people  punished,  some  being  im- 
prisoned and  others  fined.  Finally  they  had  the  Malacca  river 
guarded  by  cruisers,  and  if  any  boat  intended  going  to  Singapore 
it  was  captured;  but  even  so  many  people  went  there,  and  those 
boats  which  were  found  were  captured,  and  any  which  escaped 
succeeded  in  getting  there.  Those  who  came  across  the  pirates  were 
all  killed,  but  in  some  cases  the  crews  jumped  overboard,  and  only 
the  boats  were  captured.  At  that  time  dozens  of  Malacca  boats 
were  taken  by  pirates,  and  in  some  cases  only  the  crews  returned 
with  just  the  clothes  they  had  on,  in  other  cases  they  entirely  dis- 
appeared, crew  and  all,  and  some  were  taken  to  other  countries  and 
sold ;  sometimes  the  goods  were  taken  and  the  boats  sunk,  and  some- 
times l>oth  sides  fought,  and  many  were  killed,  after  which  they 
escaped;  thus  it  happened  to  them,  everyone  just  trying  his  luck. 
The  place  which  was  most  feared  by  those  who  wished  to  go  to  or 
return  from  Singapore  was  the  strait  of  the  island  of  Kukop,  for 
that  was  where  the  pirates  assembled;  they  simply  waited  in  the 
Kukop  Straits,  for  that  was  just  like  a  room,  and  however  strong 
the  wind  was  it  would  be  calm  there.  Now  in  order  to  get  shelter 
from  the  wind,  people  went  through  the  Kukop  Strait,  and  that 
was  where  they  were  captured  by  pirates,  who  could  see  other  people, 
while  others  could  not  see  them,  and  that  wa*s  why  they  so  often 
came  across  them,  and  could  easily  be  captured.  It  was  at  that 
time  that  about  forty  Malacca  men,  natives  of  Kampong  Java,  and 
all  young  men,  were  going  in  a  boat  to  get  their  living  at  Singa- 
pore, and  they  entirely  disappeared  and  none  of  them  was  seen 
again,  for  they  were  all  killed ;  no  news  was  heard  of  them,  because 
they  all  resisted, 
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Now  although  there  wore  so  many  dangers  on  th(;  way,  hund- 
reds of  Malacca  men  came  to  Singapore,  because  everyone  wanted  to 
earn  a  living,  and  the  more  so  because  they  were  in  distress  at 
Malacca  having  no  employment,  and  because  of  the  oj)pressioji  of 
the  Dutch  wliich  J  have  mentioned  above.  P'or  this  reason  they 
trusted  to  luck  in  coming  to  Singapore,  some  as  labourers  cutting 
down  the  jungle,  and  others  as  laborers  building  liouses,  while 
some  had  shops  and  others  were  merchants,  and  some  were  engaged 
in  crime  and  cheating,  every  man  in  his  own  way.  Although  this 
was  so,  the  people  of  Malacca  were  full  of  doubt  that  perliaps 
Singapore  would  not  become  a  town.  At  that  time  there  was  great 
distress  in  regard  to  food  at  Singapore,  a  fowl  sold  for  two  rupees 
and  a  duck  for  a  dollar,  and  even  at  that  price  they  were  unobtain- 
able. Eggs  were  a  ivang  each  (2^  cents),  and  the  jamhu  fruit  a 
iuang  or  two  cents  each.  Money  was  very  plentiful,  but  food  could 
not  be  had,  because  the  Malacca  boats  were  prevented  by  the  Dutch 
from  coming.  If  even  one  Malacca  boat  went  astray  and  arrived 
there,  everyone  would  go  in  crowds,  and  scramble  for  their  goods, 
and  people  would  buy  even  things  of  no  value,  a  pineapple  would 
fetch  seven  wang  (17|  cents),  and  an  overripe  durian  2  rupees;  at 
that  price  I  myself  bought  a  very  inferior  durian,  and  all  sorts  of 
things  were  very  dear. 

Xow  by  the  decree  of  G^od  most  high  in  regard  to  His  crea- 
tures, the  Dutch  Resident  at  Malacca,  named  Timmerman  Thyssen, 
also  died.  So  all  the  punishments  and  confiscations  and  fines  de- 
creased somewhat,  and  the  mouths  of  the  people  of  Malacca  ceased 
from  cursing,  and  were  able  to  catch  their  breath  a  little,  for  the 
punishments  at  Malacca  slackened.  But  he  also  died  with  a  bad 
reputation,  inasmuch  as  many  rich  ]>eople  at  Malacca  were  ruined 
because  they  had  huit  him  money,  and  he  had  many  debts  every- 
where, and  liad  embe/zled  a  great  deal  of  (Jov(M-nment  money,  and 
many  peoi)l(!  cursed  him.  AFlci'  he  was  dead,  his  property  and  his 
house  were  auctioned,  hul  not  one-ienth  of  all  his  debis  was  realized, 
and  Die  r(!maiii(ler  was  ahsolulcly  lost.  A(.  that  lime  the  Malacca 
people  were  as  dry  as  fish  dried  in  the  sun,  because  it  was  dillicult 
to  get  em  ploy  nient ,  and  native  trading  vessels  did  not  come,  neither 
did  iln'  iMiglish  ships  call  there;  hut  those  who  had  property  lived 
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on  their  means,  and  there  was  nothing  else  that  they  could  do,  be- 
cause tiieir  homes  and  their  families  and  parents  were  there,  so 
what  could  be  done?  They  remained  there  whether  they  wished 
or  not,  like  tigers  chewing  the  earth ;  for  if  it  had  not  been  so, 
that  very  moment  they  would  have  flown  away  from  Malacca. 
Moreover  even  rice  was  very  dear  at  times,  and  so  the  Malacca 
people  were  in  great  straits. 

Moral.  It  is  right  that  all  men  should  give  thanks  to  God  a 
thousand  times  for  His  rich  grace  and  His  pity  to  His  creatures, 
because  at  the  time  when  the  drought  was  so  severe  in  Malacca 
He  sent  down  heavy  rains  from  Singapore,  because  the  English  had 
founded  that  town,  so  that  people  could  get  a  cool  air  and  sustenance 
from  thence,  and  rich  and  poor  according  to  their  station  were  able 
to  catch  their  breath,  as  was  allotted  to  each.  For  at  that  time 
even  the  garbage  from  Malacca  if  taken  to  Singapore  would  become 
money,  how  much  more  anything  good;  this  was  because  the  people 
of  other  countries  had  not  yet  heard  that  Singapore  was  sure  to 
become  a  town,  and  for  this  reason  native  trading  vessels  did  not 
dare  to  go  there,  especially  because  the  pirates  were  as  audacious 
as  chickens,  and  only  large  vessels  fully  armed  and  with  brave 
crews  were  able  to  sail  the  seas.  Moreover  at  that  time  there  were 
not  many  Malacca  people  who  owned  vessels,  as  they  do  now,  when 
every  individual  has  a  cutter  or  a  toil  or  schooner,  or  something  of 
the  kind;  for  then  it  was  very  exceptional  for  anyone  to  own  a 
vessel,  and  it  w^ould  cost  a  great  deal  to  hire  one;  if  any  ordinary 
person  wanted  to  take  passage  to  Singapore,  the  fare  would  be 
three  dollars  each,  and  then  they  would  provide  their  own  food. 
Moreover  most  people  thought  that  Singapore  would  only  exist  for 
a  time,  and  would  not  be  permanent,  for  they  all  listened  to  and 
believed  what  the  Dutch  at  Malacca  said,  that  Singapore  could  not 
become  a  town ;  but  God  knows  about  that. 
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Chaptek  13. 

THE  STORY  OF  TENGKU  LOXG. 

I  will  now  resume  the  story  of  the  town  of  Singapore.  Mr. 
Farquhar's  plan  of  going  to  invite  Tengku  Long,  the  son  of  Sultan 
Mahmud,  to  come  from  Riau  to  Singapore  was  accepted  by  the 
Temenggong  Abdul  Rahman,  but  they  did  not  dare  to  do  this  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Raffles,  for  at  that  time  Mr.  Raffles  was 
still  in  Bengal. 

A  short  time  after  that,  Mr.  Raffles  came  from  Bengal  with 
four  ships  and  two  cutters,  and  when  he  arrived,  Mr.  Farquhar  and 
the  Temenggong  went  out  on  the  water  to  meet  his  vessel.  When 
they  met  him,  he  received  them  with  much  respect,  and  both  parties 
told  one  another  what  had  occurred.  Mr.  Farquhar  then  spoke  of 
his  intention  of  inviting  Tengku  Long  to  come  from  Riau.  Mr. 
Raffles  was  startled,  and  said,  "  Have  you  not  done  that  yet  ? " 
Mr.  Farquhar  replied,  "  Because  that  was  an  important  business, 
I  wanted  to  ask  you  first.^'  Mr.  Raffles  said,  "  Send  at  once,  but 
it  must  be  a  trustworthy  man,  so  that  this  secret  may  not  be  di- 
vulged; I  want  him  to  reach  here  within  three  days,  and  I  will 
not  go  on  shore  until  Tengku  Long  comes.^'  Immediately  Mr. 
Farquhar  and  the  Temenggong  went  on  shore,  and  when  they  got 
there,  they  sent  for  Raja  Embong.  Now  Raja  Embong  was  a  re- 
lative of  Sultan  Mahmud,  and  was  a  cousin  of  Tengku  Long. 
When  he  came,  they  all  three  consulted  in  the  Temenggong's  room, 
and  agreed  to  send  him  to  Riau,  saying,  In  three  days  without 
fail  Tengku  \a)]\<^  must  get  here,  and  do  not  let  this  secret  be 
known  (for  llicy  were  afraid  that  the  Dutch  would  hear  of  it,  and 
lliei)  would  not  allow  Tengku  I^ong  to  leave),  whatever  happens 
you  must  bring  him,  even  with  just  tlie  clothes  he  has  on;  and  tell 
liitn  Ihfit  Mr.  Kaffles  invites  him,  and  is  waiting  at  Singapore.'' 
When  Ihis  phni  was  scdiled,  \h\y,\,  Knihong  inniiediai(;ly  went  on 
hoard  a  hoai  iiiifl  saihul  towards  Iviaii. 
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After  he  had  been  at  sea  a  day  and  a  night,  he  reached  Kam- 
pong  Penyengat  at  Eiau  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  Eaja  Embong 
went  on  shore,  and  entering  the  palace  had  an  interview  with 
Tengku  Long,  and  told  him,  "  Mr.  Eaffles  and  Mr.  Farquhar  and 
the  Temenggong  Abdul  Eahman  ask  that  you  will  please  come  to- 
Singapore,  because  they  want  to  make  you  the  Sultan."  The  two- 
men  were  alone  when  he  said  this.  When  Tengku  Long  heard  it 
he  was  amazed,  and  for  a  moment  looked  steadfastly,  and  then 
sent  for  Enchek  Abu.  Now  this  Enchek  Abu  was  a  man  whom  be^ 
trusted,  like  his  minister,  and  his  title  was  Enchek  Abu  Puteh.. 
He  called  him  into  his  room^  and  they  spoke  together  as  to  what 
he  should  decide  to  do,  for  Tengku  Long  was  doubtful  in  his  mind, 
being  afraid  that  perhaps  Mr.  Eaffles  wished  to  deceive  him,  in- 
tending to  capture  him  and  take  him  away  to  Bengal.  The  Enchek 
Abu  and  Eaja  Embong  gave  the  following  decision,  saying,  "We. 
are  your  servants,  and  whatever  you  say  we  will  do ;  but  our  opinion 
is  that  our  brother  here,  Eaja  Embong,  has  no  intention  of  bring- 
ing any  calamity  upon  your  Highness."  A  moment  later  Tengku. 
Long  said,  Very  well,  if  so,  go  quickly  and  get  your  hris,  and 
let  us  go.  Make  no  noise,  and  if  anyone  asks,  say,  "  I  am  going 
to  fish."  Just  then  his  mother  came  down  with  a  box  containing' 
his  clothing,  and  with  an  attendant,  and  Enchek  Abu  went  on 
board  the  boat.  There  was  no  time  to  take  any  food  for  the 
journey,  but  Tengku  Long  gave  orders,  "  Tomorrow  send  a  boat  tO' 
follow  with  my  food,  and  afterwards  two  other  vessels  and  a 
pleasure  boat  can  be  rowed  to  Singapore. 

Then  they  all  sailed,  and  on  the  voyage  Tengku  Long  kept  re- 
peating what  had  been  said,  that  Mr.  Eaffles  had  sent  for  him  to 
come  to  Singapore,  for  there  was  still  some  doubt  in  his  mind,  as 
I  have  just  mentioned.  The  next  day  the  boat  that  was  bringing^ 
his  food  joined  them  at  Lobam  Strait,  and  they  then  sailed,  and 
were  two  days  on  the  way;  and  so  they  arrived  at  Singapore,  and 
came  to  the  Temenggong^s  landing  place.  The  Temenggong  and 
Mr.  Farquhar  came  and  shook  hands  with  Tengku  Long,  and  as 
they  Avent  on  board  the  boat,  Mr.  Farquhar  said,  "  Tengku,  let  us 
go  and  meet  Mr.  Eaffles  in  the  harbor,  for  he  will  not  come  ashore 
until  3^ou  arrive."    Tengku  Long  consented,  but  his  heart  was  beat- 
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ing,  because  he  imagined  that  he  was  going  to  be  arrested.  Tengku 
Long  and  Mr.  F'arquhar  then  went  together  in  the  boat,  and  rowed 
out  to  the  roadstead  flying  a  yellow  flag. 

When  they  were  seen  from  the  ship,  all  were  ready  to  receive 
him,  and  when  they  reached  the  ship,  Mr.  Eaffles  himself  came  and 
;shook  hands  with  Tengku  Long,  and  a  great  many  cannons  were 
fired  from  the  ships  and  from  the  cutters.  Mr.  Raffles  showed 
Tengku  Long  every  honor  and  respect,  and  brought  him  to  a  place 
where  they  all  four  sat  down  on  chairs.  Enchek  Abu  Puteh  sat 
behind  Tengku  Long,  and  Eaja  Embong  sat  a  little  way  off.  At 
that  time  Mr.  Eaffles  was  speaking  with  smiles  and  a  pleasant  face, 
^nd  kept  bowing  his  head,  and  was  as  sweet  as  a  sea  of  honey.  Not 
merely  the  human  heart  but  even  a  stone  would  be  broken  by  hear- 
ing such  words  as  his,  with  a  gentle  voice  like  the  sweetest  music, 
in  order  to  remove  any  sadness,  and  that  the  doubt  which  might 
he  concealed  in  the  treasury  of  the  human  heart  might  also  disap- 
pear, and  so  all  the  waves  of  uncertainty  which  were  beating  upon 
the  reef  of  doubt  were  stilled,  and  the  cloud  which  threatened  a 
;squall  of  wind  with  darkness  such  as  that  of  a  great  storm  about  to 
break  was  all  dissipated,  so  that  the  weather  became  fine,  and  there 
hlew  the  gentle  breeze  which  comes  from  the  garden  of  love,  and 
then  suddenly  there  arose  the  full  moon  of  the  fourteenth  day  with 
its  bright  light,  so  that  the  sincerety  of  Mr.  Eaffles  became  evident 
to  Tengku  Long.  In  a  moment  his  sadness  changed  to  gladness, 
and  his  face  lighted  up.  As  Mr.  Eaffles  looked  out  of  the  corner 
of  his  eye,  his  face  changed  color,  and  he  rose  from  his  chair,  and 
taking  the  hand  of  Tengku  Long  he  led  him  into  his  cabin,  and 
•closed  the  door.  In  that  cabin  these  two  men  conversed,  and  no 
one  knows  the  secret  of  what  they  said.  If  I  knew  the  secret  of 
their  conversation,  I  would  certainly  write  it  in  this  story,  but  God 
alone  knows  it.  After  a  considerable  time  they  both  came  out 
smiling  and  holding  one  another's  hands,  and  then  they  went  down 
into  the  boat.  Mr.  Farquhar  and  the  Temenggong  also  went  down 
with  them,  and  the  Captain  of  the  ship  and  his  men  manned  the 
•ship's  boats  and  took  their  equipment  and  weapons. 

When  tliey  reached  the  Temenggong's  house,  Tengku  Long  put 
on  his  regal  attire,  and  Mr.  Eaffles  and  Mr.  Farquhar  and  the  crews 
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•of  the  ships  and  all  the  Malacca  people  were  ready  waiting  in  the 
middle  of  the  Esplanade,  and  a  table  was  placed  there  with  chairs 
right  and  left,  and  the  sailors  were  drawn  np  ready  on  the  right 
and  left.  A  moment  later  there  came  Tengku  Long  and  the 
Temenggong  and  Eaja  Embong,  and  all  the  Malays  accompanying 
him  in  large  numbers,  with  a  yellow  umbrella,  and  thus  they 
marched.  And  as  they  were  marching,  by  God^s  power  there  fell 
a  light  rain  {hujan  panas),  which  as  the  Malays  reckon  is  a  sign 
•of  blessings  to  come.  Mr.  Eaffles  quickly  came  and  shook  hands 
with  Tengku  Long,  and  they  went  into  the  tent.  But  though  all 
this  was  done,  Tengku  Long  was  still  afraid,  for  he  imagined  that 
Mr.  Raffles  was  going  to  deceive  him,  and  take  him  captive  to 
Bengal.  So  as  they  marched  he  said  to  Enchek  Abu,  "  Dont  you 
move  from  behind  me."  AVhen  they  reached  the  place,  Mr.  Raffles 
seated  him  in  the  middle,  and  Mr.  Raffles  himself  stood  on  the 
right,  while  Mr.  Earquhar  stood  on  the  left,  and  every  European 
took  off  his  hat  and  stood  with  folded  arms  paying  respect  to  His 
Highness.  While  this  was  happening,  there  came  a  young  English- 
man wearing  a  folding  hat,  on  which  there  were  the  feathers  of  a 
bird  of  Paradise^  and  his  coat  was  like  an  officer's  uniform,  covered 
with  gold  braid  and  very  smart;  he  went  in  to  the  centre  in  front 
of  the  table,  and  took  out  two  documents  rolled  up,  one  in  English 
and  the  other  in  Malay,  and  he  stood  paying  his  respects  to  His 
Highness,  and  read  the  document  in  the  presence  of  the  assembly. 
After  he  had  read  for  a  while,  then  Enchek  Yahya  came,  and  read 
it  in  Malay  as  follows :  "  Know  all  men  that  the  Governor  General 
in  Bengal  appoints  Tengku'  Long  as  Sultan,  with  the  title  of  Sul- 
tan Husain  Shah  ibnu  '1-Marhum  Sultan  Mahmud  Shah,  in  the 
town  of  Singapore  and  in  the  districts  and  shores  thereof."  After 
this  all  the  Europeans  saluted,  and  paid  their  respects  to  the  Sultan, 
and  then  many  guns  were  fired  from  the  ships,  after  which  the 
Sultan  and  the  Temenggong  and  Mr.  Raffles  and  Mr.  Earquhar 
returned,  accompanying  Sultan  Husain  Shah  to  the  Temenggong^s 
house.  When  they  got  there,  Mr.  Raffles  greeted  the  Sultan  and 
Temenggong,  and  shook  hands  with  them,  and  then  returned  to 
-fche  roadstead.  After  Mr.  Raffles  was  gone,  the  Sultan  said  to  the 
Temenggong,  Build  me  a  palace,  for  I  must  ask  my  wife  to  come 
here  from  Riau  and  all  the  retinue  of  my  palace. 
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I  will  now  speak  about  Mr.  Raffles :  The  next  day  lie  had  alt 
his  things  brought  on  shore  and  an  atap  house  was  built  for  him^ 
where  he  lived  with  his  brother-in-law,  named  Captain  Flint,  whom 
Mr.  Raffles  appointed  harbor-master.  The  place  where  Mr.  Raffles' 
house  was  is  at  the  end  of  Singapore  point,  where  Mr.  Johnston's 
place  of  business  now  stands.  Mr.  Farquhar  had  a  house  built  on 
the  Esplanade,  in  front  of  the  Court,  that  is  in  front  of  the  present 
hotel  Tranqua;  his  house  was  also  of  atap,  and  the  walls  of  mats 
between  battens.  The  angsana  trees  which  are  now  on  the  Espla- 
nade were  planted  by  him,  and  the  seedings  were  brought  from 
Malacca  by  Raja  Haji's  vessel,  and  he  got  them  from  Tanjong- 
Kling.  After  Tengku  Long  had  been  installed  as  Sultan,  Mr. 
Raffles  made  him  a  present  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  a  roll  of 
black  broadcloth,  and  another  of  yellow  broadcloth,  and  he  fLxed  the 
Sultanas  allowance  at  $416.25,  and  the  Temenggong's  at  half  of 
that,  namely  $208.12-|.  That  very  day  an  agreement  was  made 
between  them,  that  is  between  the  English  Company  and  Snltan 
Husain  Shah,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  Tamils  and  Bengalis 
were  under  the  authority  of  the  English  Company,  and  the  Chinese 
and  Malays  were  under  the  Sultan;  it  was  also  stated  in  this  agree- 
ment that  if  the  town  of  Singapore  had  any  revenue,  however  much 
it  might  be,  it  would  be  divided  in  two,  half  to  the  English  Com- 
pany and  half  to  Sultan  Husain  Shah. 

When  the  allowances  and  the  agreements  about  the  town  had 
been  determined,  after  a  few  days  Mr.  Raffles  sailed  for  Bengal,, 
leaving  Mr.  Farquhar  as  Resident,  Mr.  Flint  as  harbor-master,  and 
Mr.  Bernard,  who  was  Mr.  Farquhar's  son-in-law,  as  magistrate  at 
Singapore.  The  town  of  Singapore  at  that  time  was  like  the  sun 
when  it  is  just  rising,  its  brilliancy  increasing  as  it  rises;  and  a 
great  many  traders  came  pouring,  in,  and  merchants  from  every 
country  came  to  trade,  but  they  did  not  care  so  much  to  do  business 
as  they  did  to  see  the  new  town.  Moreover  merchandise  came  from 
all  countries  like  the  flood  tide,  especially  European  goods,  even 
things  which  our  forefathers  had  never  seen  were  piled  up  like 
veg('tat)les,  and  every  day  without  cessation  there  were  auctions  of 
mII  kinds  of  things  in  four  or  five  places,  and  things  went  very 
ciioMp.    At  tliat  time  tlu;  custom  as  regards  auctions  was  not  to 
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beat  a  gong  or  to  make  it  known  from  house  to  house,  but  dozens 
of  notices  were  made  and  pasted  up  at  all  the  cross  ways,  and  it  was 
stated  in  these  notices,  "  Tomorrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock  there 
will  be  an  auction  at  Mr.  So  and  so's  house,"  mentioning  the  kind 
of  goods  which  were  to  be  sold.  Also  Singapore  roadstead  was  full 
of  ships  and  cutters,  sloops,  frigates  and  barques,  and  two  masted 
schooners  and  native  craft,  and  junks  from  China  and  Annam  and 
Siam,  and  Malay  vessels  from  Borneo,  etc. 

But  though  the  town  was  so  crowded,  no  one  at  that  time  had 
yet  built  a  brick  house,  and  alh  the  houses  were  merely  of  atap. 
However  there  was  one  brick  house  which  was  used  as  the  "  Police 
Lama,"  and  had  been  built  by  an  English  merchant  named  Mr. 
Methuen;  he  was  the  first  man  to  build  a  brick  house  in  the  town 
of  Singapore,  and  after  a  little  while  he  returned  to  England. 
That  became  the  house  known  as  "  Police,"  that  is  the  Court  House, 
but  previously  Mr.  Bernard  had  built  the  Court  house,  which  was 
merely  an  atap  building,  situated  in  the  Temenggong's  compound; 
that  was  the  very  first  "  Police  "  in  the  town  of  Singapore. 

At  that  time  every  one  lived  in  fear  all  the  time;  at  one 
moment  there  would  be  a  fire,  at  another  moment  robbery  in  broad 
daylight,  or  someone  stabbed ;  and  when  one  got  up  in  the  morning 
there  would  be  somebody  stabbed  or  murdered.  Moreover  at  that 
time  the  Temenggong's  men  and  the  Sultan's  men,  and  traders  of 
every  nationality  all  went  armed;  there  w-ere  some  who  robbed 
people  in  broad  daylight,  others  broke  in  and  robbed  people's  goods, 
because  they  were  afraid  of  nothing,  for  the  town  was  not  yet  in  a 
settled  state,  and  there  were  not  yet  many  Europeans,  and  the 
Sepoys  had  not  yet  come,  and  there  were  only  four  or  five  police- 
men. The  people  who  began  the  fighting  every  day  were  the 
Temenggong^s  men,  for  they  acted  towards  the  Malacca  people  like 
tigers  with  sheep,  for  the  Malacca  people  were  never  armed,  and 
did  not  know  how  to  fight  with  a  kris,  and  they  had  never  seen  any 
blood  shed.  But  if  there  was  any  disturbance  between  the  Temeng- 
gong's  men  and  Malacca  people,  either  Chinese  or  Malays  or  Tamils, 
Mr.  Farquhar  was  always  on  the  side  of  the  Malacca  people,  be- 
cause he  knew^  that  they  w^ere  naturally  timid  in  using  weapons; 
but  in  fighting  with  their  fists  the  people  of  other  countries  were 
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no  match  for  tlicm.  Now  tliese  two  parties  were  always  at  enmity, 
and  a  great  many  times  for  one  reason  or  another  there  were  great 
fights,  when  they  acted  just  like  people  at  war,  because  there  was 
ill-feeling  between  them,  and  if  it  had  not  been  that  they  were  all 
afraid  of  Mr.  Farquhar^  they  would  certainly  have  been  killing  one 
another  every  day. 

When  the  town  of  Singapore  was  only  about  four  months  old, 
I  came  there  from  Malacca  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomsen.  I  found 
that  at  that  time  there  were  as  yet  no  houses  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river,  all  of  which  was  full  of  mangrove  and  api-api  swamps 
and  mud  flats,  and  people  were  living  only  on  this  side.  It  was 
just  at  that  time  that  Sultan  Husain  Shah  was  going  to  begin 
building  his  palace  at  Kampong  Gelam,  but  it  was  still  all  jungle, 
and  there  was  no  road  along  the  shore ;  if  people  wanted  to  walk  to 
Kampong  Gelam,  they  could  only  walk  along  the  beach,  because 
they  would  be  afraid  to  walk  through  the  jungle,  and  they  were 
even  afraid  to  go  along  the  beach. 

All  the  Sultanas  wives  and  children,  and  his  servants  and  re- 
tainers and  relatives  came  all  together,  removing  to  Singapore  in 
hundreds  of  boats.  Some  of  them  stayed  with  the  Sultan,  and 
others  with  the  Temenggong,  and  others  went  into  the  interior, 
everyone  as  he  pleased. 

At  that  time  people  were  being  murdered  incessantly  every  day 
along  the  way  to  Kampong  Gelam.  There  were  some  policemen 
on  guard  here  and  there,  but  many  of  the  police  were  murdered 
every  day.  Mr.  Farquhar  then  hired  laborers  in  large  numbers  to 
cut  down  the  brush-wood  along  the  paths  and  to  clear  the  jungle 
nearby ;  some  were  making  roads,  and  others  repairing  the  Govern- 
ment buildings,  and  everyone  had  his  work.  The  men  who  did  this 
work  were  all  Malacca  Malays,  and  the  place  where  they  all  con- 
gregated to  live  was  near  the  Temenggong's  compound,  by  the  side 
of  the  nibong  fence;  there  they  built  a  prayer  house  as  a  place  of 
worsliij),  around  which  were  the  huts  in  which  the  Malacca  men 
Jived,  and  their  head  man  was  Fnclick  Yahya,  who  was  called 
Rii(;hek  Slang. 

When  Siiigjipoi'c  lirul  been  in  existeiu'c  eiglii  moiitlis,  there 
cauK'  lishing  boats  for  ihe  iirst  tijne  from  Malacca  to  do  line-fishing 
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at  Singapore,  and  they  canght  an  immense  nnmbor  of  the  fish  called 
parang -parang,  for  those  fish  were  then  very  tame,  For  as  long  as 
Singapore  had  existed  they  had  never  been  cauglit  with  a  hook, 
and  people  fished  for  them  within  twenty  or  thirty  fathoms  of  the 
shore.  Wlien  the  Singapore  men  saw  that  the  Malacca  men  were 
getting  a  lot  of  money  by  fishing,  they  followed  their  example  and 
(islied  in  the  same  way;  but  before  that  they  did  not  know  any 
other  way  of  catching  fish  put  by  spearing  them.  After  Singapore 
Avas  a  year  old,  there  came  a  Malacca  man  named  Haji  Mata-mata, 
and  made  fishing-stakes  known  as  kelong  and  Uat,  and  others  came 
and  made  tliose  which  are  called  jermal.  When  the  fishing  stakes 
were  first  made,  a  great  many  fish  were  caugt  off  Telok  Ayer, 
Unggiri  fisli  innnmerable,  so  that  they  could  not  all  be  eaten,  and 
the  fish  were  thrown  away,  and  only  the  roes  were  taken,  and  were 
put  in  barrels  with  salt,  and  sold  to  the  ships.  At  that  time  the 
people  of  Singapore  were  amazed  to  see  the  number  of  fish  that 
were  caught.  The  place  where  the  fishing-stakes  were  made  is  at 
the  end  of  Telok  Ayer  near  Tanjong  Malang.  This  became  well 
known,  and  one  day  Mr.  Farquhar  with  his  cliildren  both  boys  and 
girls  went  all  together  to  see  the  men  catching  fish.  When  they 
reached  the  end  of  the  fishing-stake  the  men  were  ladling  out  fish, 
and  the  fish  in  the  stake  were  in  three  layers,  those  under-neath 
were  dead,  in  the  next  layer  some  of  them  were  nearly  dead,  and 
if  still  alive  were  unable  to  swim,  then  the  upper  layer  of  fish  were 
all  alive,  and  their  heads  could  be  seen  in  rows.  When  Mr.  Far- 
quhar saw  that,  he  himself  wanted  to  catch  the  fish  with  his  hands, 
and  he  did  so ;  his  daughter  also  wished  to  catch  the  fish,  and  when 
she  caught  one  by  the  tail  the  fish  shook  her  hand,  and  it  imme- 
diately swelled  up;  and  so  they  went  home. 

Before  the  Malacca  men  came  to  Singapore,  the  sea-gypsies 
did  not  use  oars  in  their  boats,  but  only  paddled,  and  used  the 
paddle  in  the  notch,  and  had  only  canoes,  for  they  had  never  seen 
anyone  use  oars,  and  they  had  very  seldom  met  with  strangers. 
Moreover  at  that  time  boats  which  used  oars  did  not  dare  to  sail 
through  those  seas,  for  the  Straits  of  Singapore  were  well  known 
as  a  nest  of  pirates;  so  when  the  Malacca  men  came  there,  they 
began  for  the  first  time  to  use  oars,  following  the  Malacca  style. 
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Their  large  boats  did  have  a  kind  of  oar  called  the  Malay  oar 
or  daijong  kihas,  but  they  could  not  put  any  strength  into  them  like 
the  Malacca  oar.  Moreover  they  did  not  vi^ear  coats,  neither  the 
men  nor  the  women,  but  only  wore  a  skirt  of  an  unrecognizable 
color,  which  was  on  their  bodies  wet  and  dry,  and  the  vile  smell 
of  it  was  incredible.  And  they  never  lived  on  shore  or  built  houses, 
but  were  on  their  boats  all  their  lives,  and  there  they  had  children 
and  grand-children^  and  married  and  died,  all  in  their  boats;  for 
this  reason  they  could  easily  be  recognized,  both  men  and  women, 
as  they  walked  on  shore  with  a  stoop,  because  they  were  accustomed 
only  to  sit  in  their  boats.  As  to  their  religion,  they  were  only 
Malays  in  name,  and  did  not  practice  the  rules  of  the  Mohammedan 
religion.  But  now,  since  Singapore  became  a  town,  they  are  using 
European  prints  as  bathing  cloths,  and  they  made  trousers  of  broad- 
cloth, and  wear  glossy  Bugis  cloth  and  flowered  handkerchiefs 
sticking  up  on  their  heads,  and  some  carry  silk  umbrellas  and  wear 
shoes,  and  can  speak  English  and  Bengali  and  Tamil  like  light- 
ning; and  if  Englishmen  wish  to  speak  Malay  to  them,  they  will 
answer  in  English. 

All  the  things  which  I  have  mentioned  cause  me  to  be  as- 
tonished, as  I  see  plainly  the  changes  of  this  world,  things  coming 
into  existence  from  nothing,  and  things  which  exist  are  being 
brought  to  naught;  a  jungle  becomes  a  town,  and  a  town  becomes 
a  jungle;  all  of  which  shows  that  this  world  with  all  its  pleasures 
is  not  permanent  for  anyone,  but  is  only  like  something  borrowed, 
and  so  when  he  who  owns  it  comes  and  demands  it,  it  must  be  given 
back  to  him. 

r  will  DOW  return  to  my  story  about  the  town  of  Singapore;  in 
regard  to  Sultan  1  lusain  'Shah,  from  the  time  when  Mr.  Eaffles  sailed, 
Mr.  Farquhar  gave  him  his  allowance  every  month  as  Mr.  Eaffles 
liad  decided,  and  similarly  the  Temenggong  also  received  his  share; 
but  the  Sultan  said  that  Avliat  got  was  not  sufficient,  because  he 
had  to  sui)|)ort  so  many  ])c()i)lc  who  were  dependent  upon  him.  lie 
Mindc  n  conijilaint  about  this  lo  Mr.  i'(i!diii r  l)(>c;iusc  he  was  short 
of  money,  nnd  Mr.  I^nrfjidmr  lold  the  Sulliui  h(>  could  take  the 
revenue  from  ih(!  opium  fjirm  iu.  order  to  in(;rease  his  income,  and 
so  he  ohijiined  pei'  inonll),  that  is  sixteon  hundred  rupees; 
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and  for  several  months  it  remained  so,  until  Mr.  Eaffles  returned 
from  Bengal. 

At  this  time  the  number  of  traders  and  of  European  merchants 
continuall}^  increased,  and  the  news  about  the  town  of  Singapore 
became  well  known  everywhere,  to  the  effect  that  it  had  really  be- 
come a  town,  and  many  people  from  other  countries  removed  to 
>Singapore,  and  some  established  agencies  in  the  town^  and  sent 
goods  to  them  from  foreign  countries;  and  for  the  reason  which  I 
have  mentioned  the  town  of  Singapore  became  populous  full  of 
people  of  various  nations,  and  of  all  sorts  of  employments  and 
trades,  all  of  them  assembling  at  Singapore.  Under  these  circum- 
stances poor  men  became  rich,  whereas  others  who  brought  tens  of 
thousands  of  dollars  capital  from  their' own  countries  lost  it  all  and 
became  poor,  everyone  according  to  his  fate;  for  the  fate  of  the 
cocoanut  husk  is  to  float,  and  the  fate  of  a  stone  is  to  sink. 

When  Sultan  Husain  Shah  came  to  Mr.  Eaffles  to  complain 
that  his  allowance  was  insufficient,  Mr.  Eaffles  was  sitting  with  Mr, 
Farquhar,  and  the  Temenggong  was  jilso  there  with  his  chiefs  and 
fighting  men,  and  all  the  Sultan's  attendants  were  also  present. 
When  Mr.  Eaffles  heard  his  complaint,  he  considered  for  a  moment, 
and  then  answered,  "  Sultan  and  Temenggong,  I  have  a  plan  which 
may  be  advantageous  to  the  Sultan,  and  will  - make  the  name  of 
both  the  Sultan  and  Temenggong  well  known  everywhere:  I  have 
a  very  rich  friend  in  Bengal,  a  leading  English  merchant  named 
Mr.  Palmer,  and  I  will  write  and  ask  him  to  send  the  Sultan  as 
many  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  goods  as  he  wishes,  and 
the  Sultan  can  get  the  commission  on  these  goods,  and  can  build  a 
warehouse  wherever  he  likes,  as  the  English  merchants  here  do. 
All  nationalities  here  such  as  the  Bugis  and  Malays,  and  the' 
people  of  Borneo,  and  so  forth,  would  rather  trade  with  the  Sultan 
than  with  the  Europeans  or  Tamils  or  Chinese ;  and  I  will  bear  the' 
cost  of  the  building,  and  Avill  have  a  plan  of  it  made."  When  the- 
Sultan  and  Temenggong  heard  what  Mr.  Eaffles  said,  they  laughed 
and  said,  ^'  That  is  not  the  custom  of  princes,  to  engage  in  trade 
would  be  a  disgrace  to  all  other  princes."  When  Mr.  Eaffles  heard' 
that,  his  color  changed,  and  his  face  was  crimson;  but  he  smiled 
iind  said,  "  Sultan  I  am  amazed  to  hear  such  a  foolish  custom ;. 
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liow  wicked  it  is  tjiat  tradijig  should  be  a  disgrace,  but  that  piracy 
is  ])0  disgrace."  The  Sidtau  re])lied,  "  l^iracy  is  irdierited,  and 
therefore  it  is  uo  disgrace  ;  l)iit  tlie  pirates  are  not  men  who  were 
origijjally  Malays."  Then  Mr.  liaffles  said,  "  Very  well  if  you  are 
nnwilling,  never  nn'iid;  now  both  you  and  the  Temenggong  must 
think  carefully  how  much  will  be  sufficient  for  your  allowance  every 
month,  so  that  there  may  not  always  be  this  trouble  of  its  being 
insufficient."  Thev  made  no  reply,  until  Mr.  Raffles  asked  them 
a  second  time,  and  then  Enchek  Abu  Puteh  answered,  "  Sir,  I 
think  $3,000  will  be  enough."  Mr.  Raffles  said,  "  Even  $10,000 
would  not  be  enough  if  it  were  spent  extravagantlty ;  please  let  the 
Sultan  and  Temenggong  go  and  consider  carefully  for  a  day  or 
two  how"  much  a  month  will  be  enough."  The  Sultan  and  Temeng- 
gong answered,  "  Very  well,  sir."  Now  at  the  time  when  Mr. 
Raffles  returned  from  Bengal,  he  gave  the  Sultan  as  a  present  a 
■  carriage  with  large  horses,  the  value  of  which  in  Bengal  was  twelve 
hundred  Rupees.  After  three  days  the  Sultan  and  Temenggong, 
accompanied  by  all  their  officials,  came  to  Mr.  Johnston's  house, 
and  Mr.  Raffles  and  Mr.  Farquhar  were  also  there,  with  Mr.  Flint, 
the  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Raffles;  and  at  that  time  Mr.  Raffles  and 
the  gentlemen  whom  I  have  mentioned  fixed  the  Sultan's  allowance 
at  one  thousand  large  dollars  a  month,  and  the  Temenggong's  at 
seven  hundred  dollars;  and  this  pay  or  allowance  which  I  have  men- 
tioned continued  until  the  time  when  Mr.  Crawfurcl  came  to  govern 
the  town  of  Singapore. 

W  hen  Mr.  Raffles  and  Mr.  Farquhar^  were  consulting  in  regard 
to  the  extension  of  the  town  of  Singapore,  Mr.  Farquhar  thought 
tliat  Knmpoiig  (ielam  onglit  to  be  made  the  business  section,  that 
is  the  phicc  whcic  jicoph'  trade,  and  the  market,,  etc.;  but  Mr. 
Ivaf'flcs  thought  that  this  side  of  the  river  should  be  made  the  business 
section.  Mr.  Far(|iduii'  replied,  Tt  would  be  ver}^  difficult  on  this 
side,  because  it  is  all  iiiiid,  and  Ihe  water  is  not  good,  besides  which 
it  would  cost  a  greai  deal  to  make  th(>  land  good;  and  then  where 
eonid  you  get  sullicieid  earth  to  fill  it  in?"  Mr.  Raffles  replied, 
If  Kampong  (Jelam  heconies  the  ])laee  where  ])eople  do  business, 
this  side  of  Ihe  rivei'  will  he  wasted  for  a  luindred  years,  and  will 
jiot  he  in)pro\cd."    Al  lhal  lime  hoih  of  them  were  full  of  ideas, 
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»one  said  this  and  the  other  that,  each  of  them  making  plans.  For 
three  da.vs  thev  sat  coiisidtiiig  about  it,  and  then  it  came  into  Mr. 
]-{affles  mind  that  lie  might  cut  away  the  hill  near  Singapore  point, 
imd  tlie  earth  could  be  used  for  filling  in  on  this  side  of  the  river. 
The  following  day  they  again  consulted  together,  and  both  of  them 
Avere  agreed,  and  all  God's  creatures  will  be  amazed  to  see  such  a 
piece  of  work.  The  next  day  there  came  a  man  whom  those  two 
gentlemen  had  sent  to  engage  Chinese,  Malay  and  Tamil  laborers, 
about  two  or  three  hundred  men  at  a  rupee  a  day,  and  they  were 
told  to  dig  away  the  earth  and  carry  it  off  ;  and  there  were  some 
men  breaking  the  rocks,  for  there  were  a  great  many  large  rocks 
there,  and  everyone  had  his  work  to  do;  there  were  dozens  of  over- 
seers, and  it  all  looked  like  people  at  war.  Labor  became  dearer 
every  day,  and  in  the  evening  the  mone}^  was  brought  in  sacks  to 
pay  the  men.  Twice  every  day  Mr.  Eaffles  went  there  to  supervise 
the  men's  work,  and  there  w^ere  a  number  of  men  superintending 
the  workmen,  besides  wdiich  Mr.  Farquhar  did  not  fail  to  go  every 
morning  on  liorseback  to  measure  out  the  land  at  distant  places, 
some  of  which  was  sold  by  auction  and  some  given  away  gratis, 
anything  in  order  that  it  might  quickly  be  cleared,  for  the  whole 
place  was  still  nothing  but  jungle. 

One  day  Mr.  Farquhar  said  to  me,  "  You  had  better  take  a 
piece  of  land  at  Kampong  Gelam,  for  some  day  there  will  be  a 
business  section  there.  So  I  took  a  piece  of  land,  and  built  an 
.^atap  house  with  plank  walls ;  but  at  that  time  I  lived  there  in  fear, 
because  there  was  jungle  all  around. 

After  they  had  been  cutting  away  the  hill  for  about  three  or 
four  months  it  was  quite  level,  and  all  the  puddles  and  streams  and 
-ditches  and  valleys  w^ere  filled  in,  and  there  only  remained  great 
rocks  as  high  as  elephants,  and  some  even  bigger  than  that.  Xow 
those  rocks  were  very  useful,  and  dozens  of  Chinese  came  and  broke 
them  up  to  build  houses,  and  there  was  no  need  to  pay  them  wages 
any  longer,  for  everyone  rushed  to  ask  for  the  stone,  and  it  was 
given  to  them. 

It  was  then  that  there  was  found  at  the  end  of  the  promontory 
:a  stone  lying  in  the  brushwood,  quite  smooth,  about  six  feet  wide, 
and  square,  and  all  covered  with  writing  engraved  on  it;  but  though 
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the  writing  was  there,  it  could  not  be  read,  for  it  was  worn  away 
by  the  water,  how  many  thousand  years  it  had  Ix-'mi  ilwi'c  Cod  mIoiio 
knows.  When  it  was  discovered  people  of  all  natiotifilitifs  owwc  in 
crowds  to  see  the  stone.  The  Hindoos  said  it  was  llindfjo  wntin'i, 
but  they  could  not  read  it;  and  the  CJhinese  said  it  was  Cliincso- 
writing.  I  also  went  there  with  the  rest  of  them,  and  also  Mr, 
Raffles,  and  the  Eev.  Mr.  Thomsen,  and  we  all  saw  the  stone.  I 
saw  that  the  shape  of  the  letters  was  something  like  Arabic  letters, 
but  they  could  not  be  read,  because  owing  to  the  great  length  of 
time  the  letters  were  pitted  and  lumpy.  Many  clever  persons  came 
to  read  it,  some  of  whom  brought  a  soft  powder  and  pressed  it  on 
the  stone,  afterw^ards  lifting  it  up,  others  brought  some  black  ink 
and  painted  it  on  the  stone,  so  that  it  might  show  up,  each  doing- 
the  best  he  knew  how  to  decide  what  language  and  what  letters  they 
were,  but  they  could  not  make  it  out.  The  stone  which  I  have 
mentioned  had  remained  there  until  that  time  with  its  uneven 
writing.  Afterwards  Mr.  Eaffles  decided  that  it  must  be  Hindoo 
"writing,  because  that  race  had  come  to  this  part  of  the  world  before 
any  other  race,  and  was  the  first  to  reach  the  islands  of  Java  and 
Bali,  and  even  Siam,  and  all  of  these  originally  descended  from 
the  Hindoo  race.  But  no  one  in  the  town  of  Singapore  knew  what 
the  words  were  that  were  engraved  on  that  stone,  God  only  knows.. 
The  stone  remained  there  until  the  time  when  Mr.  Bonham  became- 
governor  of  the  three  settlements,  Singapore,  Penang  and  Malacca, 
and  at  that  time  Mr.  Coleman  was  the  engineer  officer  at  Singapore^ 
and  he  had  the  stone  broken  up.  What  a  pity !  It  seems  to  me 
that  was  a  very  improper  thing  to  do.  Perhaps  it  was  because  of 
his  ignorance  and  stupidity  that  he  broke  up  the  stone ;  because  he 
did  not  know  about  it  he  broke  it  up,  without  thinking  that  there 
might  be  someone  else  more  able  than  himself  who  could  extract 
from  it  the  mystery.  For  I  hear  that  in  England  there  are  clever 
men  who  by  their  ingenuity  can  easily  find  out  about  such  things, 
both  coiiccriiing  languages  and  races;  and  as  the  Malays  say,  "If 
yon  cannot  improve  it,  do  not  dcsiroy  it." 

Xow  when  all  the  \alleys  and  swamps  and  hollows  and  mud 
and  streams  liad  all  been  filled  in,  Ihe  land  was  ilien  divided  into- 
lots  and  auctioned.     If  anyone  wants  to  know  where  the  hill  was 
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whii'li  Mr.  Kaffles  demolished  to  fill  in  the  swamps  and  valleys  and 
pools  on  this  side  of  the  river,  the  place  is  still  there  at  the  end  of 
Siiio-apore  jioiiit  at  Tamhangan  Street;  the  place  has  been  made  a 
garden,  ajul  j)]anted  with  all  kinds  of  trees  and  flowers.  I  used  to 
hear  it  said  that  it  was  intended  to  erect  a  building  there  in  which 
should  be  placed  a  statue  of  Mr.  Eaffles,  as  a  memorial  to  all  men 
that  it  was  lie  who  did  that  great  work,  but  I  do  not  know  why  it 
was  that  tluit  has  not  been  done,  and  at  the  present  time  it  is  only 
.a.  garden;  and  the  place  is  opposite  to  the  building  of  Messrs. 
Spottiswoode  and  ConoUv. 

A^^hen  those  places  were  being  sold  by  auction,  Mr.  Eaffles  said 
to  me,  "  You  had  better  take  some  land  here,  about  four  or  five 
lots,  because  by  and  by  this  place  will  be  thickly  settled.^^  I  re- 
plied. Sir,  where  can  I  get  enough  money  to  pay  the  value  of  the 
land,  for  I  see  that  the  lots  are  being  auctioned  for  $1,200  and 
$1,150:  and  then  where  would  be  the  money  for  building  brick 
houses  ? "  Mr.  Eaffles  smiled  when  he  heard  me  say  that,  and  re- 
plied, '"'Do  not  worry  about  the  money;  that  can  be  settled  after- 
wards, as  long  as  you  take  the  place  first.^^  Now  because  I  was  so 
ignorant  and  thoughtless,  I  imagined  that  it  w^ould  be  a  debt  which 
would  make  it  difficult  for  me  to  return  to  Malacca.  Moreover  at 
that  time  it  was  very  easy  to  get  money  in  Singapore.  At  that 
time  it  was  my  custom  to  return  to  Malacca  every  six  months,  and 
it  seemed  to  me  that  if  I  took  this  land  and  built  a  house,  I  should 
not  be  able  to  return  to  Malacca ;  another  thing  was  that  I  did  not 
in  the  least  imagine  that  the  town  of  Singapore  would  become  so 
populous;  and  then  I  did  not  know  that  the  land  auctions  were  a 
farce,  and  were  only  auctions  in  name,  for  they  did  not  take  the 
mone}^  In  this  I  find  that  Mr.  Eaffles  was  very  shrewd,  for  if  he 
had  just  divided  up  the  land  for  nothing,  poor  people  would  have 
rushed  to  take  the  land,  and  wdien  would  they  have  been  able  to 
erect  brick  houses?  This  was  why  he  sold  the  lots  by  auction  for 
.a  high  price,  in  order  that  only  rich  people  would  buy  it,  and  they 
could  quickly  put  up  houses.  So  it  was  that  because  I  was  thought 
less  and  ignorant  at  that  time  I  did  not  do  what  Mr.  Eaffles  told 
me  and  take  the  land,  and  so  now  I  am  sorry  for  it;  but  what  is 
the  good  of  that  ?  As  the  Malays  say,  To  be  sorry  beforehand 
is  some  gain,  but  to  be  sorry  afterwards  is  no  use  whatever." 
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After  that  Mr.  Eaffles  removed  to  tli(;  tof)  of  tlie  Korbiddeii' 
Hill  {Bulxit  Larangan),  beeaiise  there  were,  a  f^reat  many  Euro- 
peans, and  many  Europeans  came  to  l)iiild  houses.  He  gave  orderS' 
to  clear  the  jungle  all  around  the  hill,  and  many  fruit  trees  were 
found  there,  such  as  durian  trees  from  five  to  ten  feet  in  circum- 
ference, which  owing  to  their  great  age  no  longer  hore  large  fruits, 
the  fruit  being  only  as  large  as  a  durian  when  the  fruit  is  just  set; 
there  were  also  duku  trees  and  lime  trees,  and  pomeloes  with  fruit 
only  as  large  as  limes;  and  there  were  many  other  kinds  of  fruit 
trees,  langsat,  etc.,  and  also  bad  smelling  fruit  sucli  as  petai  and 
jrring. 

Mr.  Eaffles'  life  at  Singapore  was  just  like  what*  I  have  des- 
cribed while  he  lived  at  Malacca,  he  einployed  four  men  at  $10  a 
month  to  go  and  look  for  all  kinds  of  peculiar  things;  and  in 
Singapore  he  was  able  to  get  many  more  of  such  things  than  he- 
obtained  in  Malacca. 

One  morning  Mr.  Farquhar  was  walking  in  the  direction  of 
Eochor  Eiver  taking  his  dog  with  him,  and  when  the  dog  went 
down  to  the  river  for  water,  suddenly  it  was  seized  by  a  crocodile. 
Immediately  Mr.  Farquhar  was  told  that  his  dog  had  been  eaten 
by  a  crocodile,  and  he  called  some  men  who  were  there  and  told 
them  to  make  a  dam  across  the  river;  when  this  had  been  done,  the 
crocodile  was  enclosed,  and  was  stabbed  to  death;  it  was  three 
fathoms  in  length  (18').  Then  for  the  first  time  people  knew  that 
there  were  crocodiles  at  Singapore.  Mr.  Farquhar  had  the  carcase 
of  the  crocodile  taken  and  hung  on  the  jawi-jawi  tree  which  is  om 
the  hank  of  Beras  Basah  Eiver. 
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